. COe-4003957 %@7%4@
 PERMIT’ AM

REPAIR
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM
MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH®

HOWARD COUNTY S . ELLICOTT CITY
BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH .

992-2330 | “‘NDEXEE | | | - DR/:TE%:

|

e Ellis i IS PERMITTED TO INSTALL Ater %
ADDRESS ____ 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Maryland | - PHONE _WORK: 594-0611
SUBDIVISION : . ' ___ROAD __6608 Allen Lane ' .LOTii_
| FROPERTY OWNER | Mr., Ellis Home Phone Number 79955225

AN ADDRESS

: - IF GARBAGE GRINDER IS USED INCREASE SEPTIC TANK CAPACITY BY 50% AND ABSORPTION AREA BY 22%.
GARBAGE GRINDER? YES. . NO
SEPTIC TANK CAPACITY ________~  GALLONS NUMBER OF BEDROOMS

REPAIR - Convert existing septic tank to a seal unit by removing outlet pipe and sealing

~

outlet hole. Installation of an alarm device is regquired.

PLANS APPROVED BY Craig Williams DATE 2/14/85
COVER NO WORK UNTIL INSPECTED AND APPROVED. '

NEITHER THE HOWARD COUNTY COUNCIL NOR THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SUCCESSFUL OPERATION OF ANY SYSTEM.
NOTE: IF TRENCH IS USED CALL FOR INSPECTION BEFORE AND AFTER PLACING GRAVEL IN TRENCH,

NOTE: NO DRY WELL SHALL EXCEED 15 FOOT IN DIAMETER. NO ABSORPTION TRENCH TO EXCEED 100 FEET IN LENGTH.

NOTE:  ALL PIPE FROM HOUSE TO SEPTIC TANK MUST BE CAST IRON OR SCHEDULE 40 PVC OR ABS. ?
PERMIT VOID AFTER THREE YEARS. ‘ g

NOTE: INSTALL STAND PIPE ON SEPTIC TANK AND DRY WELL. STAND PIPES MUST BE 6 INCHES IN DIAMETER. CAST IRON, CONCRETE OR TERRA COTTA, OR 7§

Q LR

PVC OR ABS ACCEPTED. IF TOP OF SEPTIC TANK IS DEEPER THAN 3 FEET MANHOLE TO GRADE REQUIRED.

1

*INSTALLER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING FINAL APROVAL ON THIS PERMIT

*CALL 992-2330 ‘FOR INSPECTION OF SEPTIC SYSTEMS. EH - 2-1082
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Timothy . Belsh

@ounty Bolicitor

;Elnfnarh anuntg Cﬁﬂarglanh
- Office of Tato

3430 (ﬂuurt ﬁuuaz Brive
~ Bllicott Qity, Margland 21043 -

(301) 992-2100 .

‘March. 18, 1985

Robert W. Sheesley, Director
Bureau of Environmental Health °
3525 Ellicott Mills Drive -
Elllcott C1ty, Maryland 21043 _

Re: Howard County v. Ellis
Case No. 3572-84 '

’ Dear Mr. Sheesley-

‘Pursuant to your request, a Petition for Injunctlve
'Relief was prepared and heard in the District Court on
February ‘11, 1985, .against Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Ellis.
The basis of the petltlon was Mr. and Mrs. Ellis' failure:
to correct the hazard their septic system was cau51ng to
the- publlc health. : o

- .~ Based upon the testlmony of Cralg Wllllams and your
, staff Judge R. Russell Sadler granted the injunction and

ordered the Defendants to’ obtain the necessary permits to
seal and pump out their septic'tank, and to regularly pump

it out, thereby correcting the health hazard In accordance

4 with your letter of March 11, 1985, we have been .advised

' that ‘Mr. and Mrs. Ellis have complied with the Court's: order.

Accordlngly, I am clos1ng our flles in thlS matter.

T would 11ke to agaln take this opportunlty to thank
you for your assistance in thlS -matter.. . U .

e ruly yours,

. TEW: wp : -
- cc: - The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo'
Dr. Joyce M.. Boyd

F. Todd Taylor, Jr., Esq.
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HOWARD COUNTY \ .{TH" DEPARTMENT

JOYCE M. BOYD, M.0., M.PH, BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL MEALTH ..
COUNTY HEALTH OFFIGER TIBER PLACE o
83088 FORREST STREET
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043

TELEPHONE: 992.2330

June 16, 1983

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Ellis
6608 Allen Lane

Columbia, Maryland‘ 21045

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Ellis:

On June 6,'1983, while investigating ‘a complaint concerning a condition al-
legedly hazardous to health, I inspected your property known as Lot 3, Parcel 475,
Tax Map 37, located at 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Maryland.

Dﬁting that inspection I observed an apparent failing septic system possibly

in the front yard area near the driveway and public road.

As the apparent failing septic system creates a condition which is, or may be
hazdardous to the public health, you are hereby ordered to repair the system; within

ten (l0) days of receipt of this letter. To abate this unhealthy nuisance you
must: ' o )

- (1) Secure a permit to repair the system. The fee for this permit
-is $10.00.

- (2) Have the ground opened up for inspection so Sanitarian can re-
commend the repair system.

(3) Have the system repaired and inspected and approved by the
Health Department.

If you believe that the condition described above is not and could not be a
hazard to health, . or that the Health Department is not acting in compliance with
pertinent laws and regdlations, you may request a formal hearing before the Board
of Health within ten (10) days of receipt of this letter. 'If you wish to discuss
the evidence, the regulations, or your individual circumstances, you are encou-

raged to regquest a meeting with us by calling 992-2330 and scheduling an appoint-
ment.
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HOWARD

COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

JOYCE M. BOVIS. M.D., MPH.

Bureau of Environmental Heaith
COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER

3525 Ellicott Mills Drive
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Director - 461-9956

Water & Sewerage, Permits - 461-9933
Community Environmental Health - 461-0844
Technical Services - 461-8855

March 11, 1985

MEMO TO: Mr. Timothy E. Welsh
' County Solicitor

FROM: Robert W. Sheesley

SUBJECT: Howard County vs. Ellis
Case No. 3572-84

' In reference to the status of the above case I submit the following. Mr. Ellis
applied for a sewage system repair permit February 14, 1985, had the septic tank

contents pumped out on. February 16, 1985, and had the septic tank sealed and inspec-—
ted on March 4, 13985.

Although our original order required an alarm device for high water level be
installed, the court order of February 27. 1985 did not, but Mr. Ellis has complied
with the terms of the court order.

Mr. Ellis must maintaln receipts to verify that the septic tank is being pumped
out on a regular basis when necessary, by a licensed scavenger. If the sealed tank
is not maintained (i.e. pumped out when necessary) then the installation of a high
water alarm device would be required.

Robert W. Sheesley, Director
Bureau of Environmental Health

RWS/FAS:hs

cc: Ms. Liz Bobo
Dr. Joyce M. Boyd
Mr. Charles Ellis



HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH 'DE.PARTMENT

£.0. BOX 478
JOYCE M. BOYD, M.O, M.P.H. ELLICOTT CITY, MARYULAND 21043
COUNTY MEALTH OFFICER TELEPHONE: 992.2333"
MEMORANDUM
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 Hofoard Lf[huntg, ﬁ{arglmtﬁ |
 Officect T

3430 (ﬂuurt'gﬂ.nusz ZBr'i@ .
Ellicott (ﬂi_tg, Margland 21043

(301) 992-2100

‘Timothy B. Welsh o : March 4, 1985

Qounty Salicitor

Robert Sheesley, Director
Bureau of Environmental Health
. -Court. House Square - -- R
. 3525 Ellicott Mills Drive
- Suite 1 : :
‘Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

"Re: Howard County v. Ellis
Case No. 3572-84

Dear4Mr, Sheesley:

As a' result of ‘a hearing on February 11, 1985, Judge
Sadler, of the District Court for Howard County, issued an
" Order compelling Mr. and Mrs. Ellis to comply with the Health
. Board Order dated June 7, 1984. I have enclosed a copy of the
final Order for your review. ' ’ -

o I would appreciate your office checking'the site for
compliance with the Court's Order after March 9, 1985. Unless
I hear from you, I will consider the matter closed.. \

uly ydurs,

TEW:wp :
~ cc: F. Todd Taylor, Jr., Esq.
- Enclosure ' =
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Office of Law

B e R e U ORDER”

HOWARD COUNTY, . MARYLAND IN THE

Plaintiff DISTRICT COURT

OF MARYLAND

vs.

CHARLES E. ELLIS and

FOR HOWARD COUNTY
GERTRUDE S. ELLIS, his wife :

Defendants B Case No. 3572-84

Based upon the testimony and exhibits produced at thej.
. hearing of this matter, it is this 0'37%“ day of %,LL" e

1985, by the District Courtifor Howard County,

o ORDERED, that the Defendants, Charles E. Ellis and

v
o

"Geftrude S. Ellis,.his wife, obtain the necessary permits

_from‘the Howard County Department of Health and, at their -
:éxpense, seal and pump out their septic tank located on the
%g?operty known as 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Howard County,
géryland, within ten (10) days from the date of this Order}

o et 2

ORDERED, that the Defendants on a regular basigghave

and it is further

their septic syétem‘bdmped\bﬁt b; a licensed scavenger at
their expenée; and it is further

ORDERED, that the Defendants pay all costs of this.

N A

JUDGE !

proceeding.

Howsrd County. Maryiend

. B i . e e
- . L R TR
T en D et e ST it e LR el il



Timothy B. Welsh

t Tt vl e G D A D B T L o S S el e, e s A LTI

gﬂnﬁmrh Qounty, Margland
@ffice of Lato

3430 Qourt House Brive
Rllicott Qity, Marpland 21043

(301) 992-2100

March 4, 1985

Qounty Solicitor

The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo
Chairperson, Health Board

‘George Howard Building ) . T
- Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Re: Howard County v. Ellis,
Case No. 3572-84

- Dear Ms. Bobo:

On February 11, 1985, pursuant to an injunction filed
by the Office of Law to enforce the Order of the Health Board
involving Mr. and Mrs. Ellis, Judge R. Russell Sadler signed
an Order requiring the Ellises to seal their septic system.

I have provided a copy of this Order for your review.

I have been in contact with Robert Sheesley, Director
of the Bureau of Environmental Health. He has informed me
that Mr. Ellis is presently complying with the Court's Order.
They are monitoring his progress and will inform my office if
contempt proceedings become necessary. You should be aware

that Mr. Sheesley and his staff did a commendable job in pre-

paring this matter for trial.

If you have any questions concerning the Court's deci-

sion, please contact me. s -

TEW:wp
cc: F. Todd Taylor, Jr, Esqg.
Dr. Joyce Boyd
iRobert Sheesley
Enclosure '
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ﬁmmm Qounty, Margland
Gffice of Ynto

QBU@wﬂ-umeﬁnm
Fllicott @ity, srgland 21043

(301) 992-2100

Bomethy B, et March 4, 1385
§ canty Bticilor

y

The Honorable Elizabeth Bobo
Chairperson, Health Board
George Howard Building
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Re: Howard County v. Ellis,
Case No. 3572~84

Dear Ms. Bobo:

On February 11, 1985, pursuant to an injunction filed
by the Office of Law to enforce the Order of the Health Board
involving Mr. and Mrs. Ellis, Judge R. Russell Sadler signed
an Order requiring the Ellises to seal their septic system,

I have provided a copy of this Order for your review.

I have been in contact with Robert Sheesley, Director
of the Bureau of Environmental Health., He has informed me
that Mr. Bllis is presently complying with the Court's Order.
They are monitoring his progress and will inform my office if
contempt proceedings become necessary. You chould be aware
that Mr. Sheesley and his staff did a commendable job in pre-
paring this matter for trial.

, If you have any questions concerning the Court's deci-
sion, please contact me.

TEW:wp
-cc: P, Todd Taylor, Jr, Esg.
Dr. Joyce Boyd
Robert Sheesley
Enclosure
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HBOWARD COUNTY, . MARYLAND

IN THE

Plaintiff DISTRICT COURT

20

V8. OF MARYLAND

L L]

CEARLES E. ELLIS and
GERTRUDE S. BLLIS, his wife

FOR HOWARD COUNTY

.0

Defendants : Case No. 3572-84

€9
L 1]

3 ® @ °
o e s °

ORDER

Based upon the testimony and exhibits produced at the

hearing of this matter, it is this ;}7% day of %,L.Z/

1985, by the District Court for Howard County,
= ORDERED, that the Defendants, Charles E. Ellis and
‘Gertrude S. Ellis, his wife, obtain the necessary permits
_ﬁrom the Howard County Department of Health and, at their
:@xpensep seal and pump ;ut their septic tank located on the
iﬁ?operty known as 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Howard County,

ﬁaryland, within ten (10) days from the date of this Crder;

and it is further : ) -Q 2.0 JadoM

ORDERED, that the Defendants on a regular basisghave
their septic'system pumped out by a licensed scavenger at
their expenée; and it is fﬁrther ‘

ORDERED, that the Defendants pay all costs of this

proceeding.

C¥en of Lo
wower® Courty. Meryinnd

© e gereens e vt

4
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Hotoard (’Inunig, Marglann
Bffice of Tato

3430 Qourt House Brive
Ellicott Qity, gﬁurglnnh 21043

(301) 992-21p0

Bimothy T. Walsh March 4, 1985

Caaty Balicitor -

Robert Sheesley, Director
Bureau of Environmental Health
Court House Square

3525 Ellicott Mills Drive
Suite 1

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Re: Howard County v, Ellis
Case No. 3572-84

Dear Mr. Sheesley:

As a result of a hearing on February 11, 1985, Judge
Sadler, of the District Court for Howard County, issued an
Order compelling Mr. and Mrs. Ellis to comply with the Health
Board Order dated June 7, 1984. I have enclosed a copy of the
final Order for your review.

i would appreciate your office checking the site for

cdmpliance with the Court's Order after March 9, 1985. Unless
I hear from you, I will consider the matter closed,

° "‘Y 1 hA
Solicitor

TEW:wp
¢cc: F. Todd Taylor, Jr., Esq.
Enclosure

gt



JOYCE 8. BOYD, t4.D., M.P.H.

 HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

CounN H OFF TIBER PLACE
TV HENLHE w 83088 FORREST STREET
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043
TELEPHONE: $82-2330
August 8, 1984
MEMORANDUM .
TO: Todd Taylor

Assistant County Solicitor

—
FROM: Frank Skinner, Director —7.é—
Water and Sewerage Program:

SUBJECT: Charles Ellis Case, 6608 Allen Lane

On June 7, 1984 The Board of Health ordered Mr. Ellis to seal off the septic
tank and have its contents pumped out periodically by a licensed scavenger to elim-
inate the sewage overflow. Thirty days were allowed for Mr. Ellis to comply with
this directive. An inspection of the above referenced site was made on July 12,
1984, and at that time Mr. Williams of this Bureau observed an active sewage over- .
flow. He also spoke with Mrs. Ellis who informed him that no correction had been .

.made ,and that none would be made. '

As Mr. Ellis has failed to comply with The Board of Health's order, I request
your office to review this matter and take the necessary.action in order that a
summons may be secured for the owner to appear at District Court. ’

I have enclosed an updated chronology of events leading up to our inspection
of July 12, 1984. :

FS:jr

Enclosure
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Chronology - Charles Ellis case, 6608 Allen Lane

’/;/6/83 - -, Complaint received by Health Department; site check - located
overflowing septic system near road.
6/8/83 - Site checked with Mr. Ellis by M. T. Joye and C. B. Streaker

~of Health Department. Memo - copy of 8/3/79'given to Mr.
Ellis. - ‘ '

6/10/83 =~ Memo for Dr. Boyd prepared on situation by C. B. Streaker.

u(6/16/83 - Order for repair of septic system at 6608 sent; after discus-
sion with Dr. Boyd. :

6/27/83 ~ Survey of area aécomplished'by Mr. F. Frommelt and Charles B.
' Streaker of Howard County Health Department.

6/29/83 -~ Note: Meeting in p.m. at Ralph Holbrook's, 6612 Allen Lane,

Columbia ~ see attachments - a. announcement and b. paper ar-
ticle.

7/6/83 - Dr. Boydﬂénd Mr. F. Frommelt at site for review of situation.
{/7/7/83 - p.m. - 'Cheékaof soil in the area of original system locéted
inadequate repair area for the system due to water and/or
poor clayish soil.

0/3/13/83 - Order for a sealed unit sent.

7/26/83 -~ Site check - (1) area almost dry; (2) limed at time of inspec-
tion; (3) flow non-existent. -

Vg/10/83 - Seeping of effluent along road noted at 6608 again.
8/10/83 - Memo to Office of Law

8/13/83 - - Letter sent to Mr. George Larrick at 6604 Allen Lane.

9/1/83 - No v1olat10n noted at 6604 Allen Lane - Larrick's.

9/1/83‘ - Site check of 6608 Allen Lane, note (1) approxzmately 15 ft.-
damp along road only; (2) area 11med '

9/6/83 - 7Telephone call from Ms. Russell, Secretary to County Council.
C. B. Streaker discussed Ellis problem. Hold for a possible
hearing on Charles Ellis at 6608 Allen Lane.

\
10/10/83 -~ Meeting scheduled with Office of Law - Mr. Todd Taylor, Esq.

and Health Department representatives.

NOTE: Numerous telephone calls received on this case from June 6, 1983 to
the present.




Chronology - Charles Ellis Case (Continued)

'10/24/83 -

e 11/18 8 -
© 11/25/83
1/30/84 -

o 4/17/84 -

i

v 4/18/84 -
FlaRt w6 F
Puie Qe

6/02/84 -

V6/12/84 -

V'7/12/84 -
YSEe

Hearing by Board.of Kealth on Charles El1is’ appeal . . No.deéision-
at this time. Health Department to provide.information about
costs and timetables on various alternative solutions.

Health Department and Public Works Department supply requested
data.

Board of Health. reviews information and issues “0 day extension
befores mnklng a d96131on.

Board of Health issues 90 day extension on.corrective order to
allow further study, with provisions to shorten extension if
conditions warrant.

Soil borings conducted at Ellis propertn 1ndlcdi¢ng cond¢t10ns
not suitable for soil based septic system repair.

Board of Health issues order to convert to sealed tank within
30 days.

Cbmplaint received by Health Department. Site check reveals

active overflow at this time; but, evidence shows very Lec@ﬂt
overflow existed.

Inspection as follow-up to corrective order, shows active over-

flow. No repalr attempted; Mrs. Ellis states intention to ignore
repalr order




’lChronology - Charles Ellis Case (Continued) ’ page 3

Addendum

11/07/84 Evidence of cqntinued seepage along road observed.
11/19/84 Evidence of continued seepage along road observed.
11/21/84 . Evidence of continued seepage alohg road okserved.

1/25/85 Snow cover prevents inspection of area of overflow.
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' ®ffice of Taw ‘ me/ o @7‘7

B 1343H @ourt House Brive
Lllicott Qity, Marplmd 21H43
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.

Timothy T. Belsh . : . : ' ’ M ,
Gty ?go,m;,m _ December 19, 1984 - , f;f:,:ﬁ?;“;;ﬂ:;

(301) 992-2100 -7

Robert Sheesley
>‘D1rector, ‘Environmental Health - -

F. Todd Taylor, Jr. ' [{,
Assistant County Solicitor

RE: Howard County v. Ellis

The Ellis case has béen’set for February 11, 1985 ét
“9:00 a.m. The investigator should contact me sometime durlng
the week of February 4, 1985 to review testimony.

" FTT,Jr:wp




Hofoard @ounty, gﬁf{arglatth
Bffice of Yiafn N

3430 @ourt House <_@rme .
“Tillicatt Qity,” Marglod 2 Zlﬂ43

(301) 992-2100 -

November 28, 1984

Wimnthg ZE m:lsh - ‘ ! ST B ‘ &. Todd Taylor, P,
County Solicitor -~ ’ . ‘ . h . - Assistant Qonnety  Bolicitor

Robert Sheesley

Environmental Health
-~ 3525 Ellicott Mills Drive, #H
- Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

" Re: Howard County, Maryland
. v. Charles E. Ellis, et ux.

Dear. Bob:

Enclosed please. find a copy of the Petltlon for In-
junctive and Other Appropriate Relief filed in the above case,
together with a copy of the Sheriff's Return indicating it was
not served because of insufficient time. A Request for Renewal
of Summons has been filed, and a new Rule to Show Cause has.
been requested. As of this time, we do not have a new hearlng

~ date.
We will~keep you adviéed.
Very truly yours,
HOW%?D COUNTY OFFICE OF LAW
F. Todd‘Tayldr;‘Jr.
Assistant County Solicitor -
ETT,J?:wp

Enclosures




IN THE

g : HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND
. A Body Corporate & Politic
George Howard Building
‘ - 3430 Courthouse Drive

 DISTRICT COURT

ﬂJﬁ,Mv*vmﬁﬂ¢§l}§cott City, Md 21043 : OF MARYLAND
Plaintiff : FOR
% Ve : HOWARD COUNTY
CHARLES E. ELLIS and H

- GERTRUDE S. ELLIS, his wife
6608 Allen Lane
Columbia, Md 21045

| Case No. 335°72-f¢

Defendants

RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

~

Upon consideration of the Petition for Injunctive Relief
filed herein, it is, this £ _day of dQQQG;%;o , 1984, by

the District Court of Maryland for Howard County,

ORDERED, that the Defendants, Charles
S. Ellis, his wlfe,'appear and show cause,
the relief prayed should not be‘granted;
PROVIDED, that a copy of the Petition
and Other Appropriate Relief and this Rule

upon the Defendants, by mail, on or before
. _

E. Elllé'and Gertrude

if any they have, why

for Injunctive Relief

to Show. Cause be served

the / 7 day of

-J(’C'..fmbm(”_', 1984; and i't is further_

that this Rule to Show Cause

on the _ 8&4 day of ;Deum IC£ 1984, at Goy  _Lem.

J A

ORDERED,v stand for hearlng

\ '. . ' JUDGE/

-‘_;p‘ -—“-_‘._-’.“_ e J
mb\ﬁ_ﬁ.‘.—_,‘

) Ottce of Law
Howasra County. Merviend

NOY 231084

HOWARD COUNTY
OFFICE OF LAW




IN THE

"~ HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND

A Body Corporate and Politic
George Howard Building '
3430 Courthouse Drive
Ellicott City, Md 21043

DISTRICT COURT

OF MARYLAND

FOR

Plaintiff
| HOWARD COUNTY

+ Ve

CHARLES E. ELLIS and
GERTRUDE S. ELLIS, his wife
6608 Allen Lane

Columbia, Md 21045

Defendant : Case No.

PETITION FOR INJUNCTIVE AND

OTHER APPROPRIATE RELIEF

Plaintiff, HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND, by its attorneys,

Timothy E. Welsh, County Solicitor, and F. Todd Taylor, Jr.,
Assistaht County Solicitor, hereby respectfullyvpetitiobs this
Court for iniunctive or other appropriate relief and for reasons
states as follows:

| 1. The Defendants are the fee simple owners of real property
located at 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Maryland, as indicated in
Tax Map 37, Block 19, Parcel 475, and more particuiarly described
in a deed dated and recorded in Liber 335, Folio.679, of the Land
Records of Howard County. A copy of this deed i§ attached to this
Petition as Exhibit 1. | .

2. The Defendants maintain a residential dwelling on the
property with a septic tank_ana draiﬁ field to‘handle sewage
discharge.

3, On June 8, June 27, July 7, and July 26, 1983, the
Howard County Health Department inspected the property and
"determined that the existing private sewerage systeﬁMW§s*E““""
~—————  potential threat and hazardous to the public health.

4., On July 13, 1983, the Defendants were notified that

‘they would be required to (a) secure a repair permit from the




' Office of Law

M

Health‘Depértment;.(b) open the ground for anvinspectién by the
Health Department; and (é) repair their septic system. |

5. Following a hearing, the Board of Health, on June 7,
1984,‘pursuént to their authority, issued a Decision and Order
directing the Défendants'to correct the overflowing private
septic system. (A copy of this Order is attached hereto,
indorporated hérgin,by reference, as marked as Exhibit 2.)

6. Defendants have refused and cohtinue to refuse to take

‘the required action to correct the hazard their septic system

is causing to the public health.

7. Plaintiff is charged with the duty to enforce all
provisions of the Howard County Code, including Section 12.111,
and invokes the jurisdiction of this Court pursuant to Section
4-401(7) of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff respectfully requests the Court
to issue an Order:

A. Requiring the Defendants, at their expense, to immedi--
ately seal and pump out their faulty septic tank within 24 hours
from the date of the Order; o ' |

B. Allowing the Plaintiff's ageﬁts and employees access
to and entry upon the real property located at 6608 Allen Lane,
Columbia,_Maryland, to perform any and all necessary‘inspections;'

C. Prohibiting the Defendants or their agents and employees
from interfering with the Plaintiff's representatives during
their inspections;

D. Prohibiting the Defendants from leasing, renting, occupy-

'ing or otherwise using the property until such time. as the septic

tank is sealed;
E. Re uirin the Defendants, at their expense, to have
d g /:sﬁ-(»[ok AS jper L= /’B"MW
their septic system pumped monthly by a licensed scavenger; and

F. Granting such further relief as the Court, in its dis-

Howard County, Maryland ' ) - 2 -



cretion, deems appropriate.

2w
Hew Maryiand

AV

F. Todd Taylof, Jr.
Assistant County Solicitor

" George Howard Building

3430 Courthouse Drive
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043
992-2100

Attorneys for Plaintiff,

' HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND



FEB-AINPLE DEED -

Made this May

“This Deed,

' in the year one thousand nine hundred and sixty-one

, by and between WALTER A. SHANK,

.

\_ INC., a body Corporate

\\of — : — gz the State of Maryland, of the first part, and

CHAPLES E. ELLIS and GERTRUDE S. ELLIS, his wife, of Howard County, State of Maryland —
\j \ .
of the second part.

327

5.00), and other good and

Witnesseth, that in consideration of the sum of Five Dollars €3

% ‘yaluable considerations, the receipt of which 1s hereby acknowledged

the said. VALTER A. SHANK, INC,, a body Corporate

o O~

does grant and convey unto the said CHARLES E. ELLIS and GERTRUDE S. ELLIS, his wife, as

tenants by the entireties, their

rlel &

of ground, situate, lying and being in

heirs and assigns, in fee simple, all that lot
' of Maryland

the Sixt% District of Howard County, State/ , aforesaid, and described as follows, that is to say:—

Begtontpicotbe

o

¥1OWN AS Lot No. 3, Section 1, as shovm on 2 Plat of "Annetta Gardens", which Plat

is recorded among the Plat Records of Howard County in Liber’R.H.,M. No. 8, feclio 20.

SEING a portion of the property described in a Deed dated January. 22nd, 1960, and
recorded among the Land Records of Howard County in Liver R.H.M. No. 3L6, folio 577,
from Morris M. Boritz and Elizabeth C, Boritz, his wife, unto the Grantor herein,

SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING: _
1) Pole Agrecment between Boritz, etc., and Cons. G.E. L. & P, Compary of
Ba - :more dated April 8th, 1948, Land Records of Howard County M.W.,B. No, 203, folio
267, :
. 2) Pole Agreement between Walter A, Shank, Inc,, and Baltimore Gas & Electric
. Comrany dated May 3rd, 1960, Land Records of Howard County R.H.M. No. 354, folio 52.

3) Setback as shown on the above Plat.

sy b
SRy Ak SR
ik

'\
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Together with ;he buildings and lmprovements thereupon erected ‘made or being and all and

every the rights, aneys, ways, waters, privileges, appurtenances and advantages, to the same belong—

ing, or anywise appertaining.

and premises, above described and

'ro Have and To Hold the said lot o{ ground

mentioned, and hereby intended to be conveyed; together with the rights, privileges, appurtenances and

nefit of the said Charles

advantages thereto belonging or appertaining unto and to the proper use and be

E. Ellis and Gertrude S. Ellis, his wife, as tenants by the entireties, thelr —--=—-

heirs and assigns, in fee simple.

. And the said party — of the first part hereby covenants that dmec it has
tter or thing whatsoever, to encumber the property hereby

not done or suffered to be done any act, ma
granted and that  be it will execute

conveyed; that  Jm it will warrant specially the property
such further cssurances of the Asame as may be requisite. -

the Corporate Seal of said body Cerpql@.ﬁa;t._e:','/ E

~ Witness the
Grantor, and the signature of Wa.lter A, Shank, President. s SO
TEST: ( o . ' o .‘ IR A '..' .
' T i

Louise A, Buschman .

, to wit:

'STATE OF MARYLAND,

| HEREBY CERTIFY, That on this LG 2% day of May , !

. before me, the subscriber,

“in the year one thousand nine hundred and sixty-one

a Notary Public of the State of Maryland, in and for aforesaid,

.personally appeared “Walter A, Shank, P-esident of Walter A, Shank, Inc., a body C‘orpor_at.re,

§ =——== act.

the above mmed gramtor ‘, and he -— acknowledged the foregoing Deed to be it

/MArW:tneu wmy hand and Notarial Seal

—
Louise A. Buschmane.
2(/ at 202 —
d ior recoT ‘ o2,
Rec““ Same Aay recorded and examined ?
o* oloer L H- TG A G

w. Barvey Hill—



IN THE MATTER OF THE APPEAL BEFORE THE

OF MR. & MRS. CHARLES E. ELLIS
FROM AN ORDER OF THE HOWARD
COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT RE-
QUIRING THEM TO CONNECT THEIR
PROPERTY TO THE PUBLIC SEWER

BOARD OF HEALTH FOR

HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND

© ® 8 8 ® 8 8 0 8 5 0 & B S S S ST S0 0 S e .
e 6 s 00 0 s 0 0 0 ® @ ® o ® 2 s 0 8 0 0 0 9 s o o

e s © 669 60 90 860 00 8D 00 st e e e e
s o ® 2 ® & & o ® 5 " 8 % o o ® ¢ °

DECISION AND ORDER

W The Board of Health for Howard County met on October 24, -
i983; for the purpose of considering the appeal of Mr. & Mrs.
Charles E. Ellis, 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Maryland 21044,
who were appealing an Order from the Howard County Health
Departmeﬁt to either seal their existing concrete septic tank
and pump or install a new concrete holding tank and pump until
public sewer becomes available near their property. This |
Order was expressed in a letter from Charles B. Streaker,
Sanitarian, to Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. El}is, and was dated Jul-
13, 1983. The hearing was advertised pursuant to the Rul=zs of
Procedure of the Board of Health for Howard Cednty} The
matter was investigatedvpursuant to the'ﬁowerd County Code
Section 12.104. Upon a finding that the place complained of
was in a condition injurious to healtﬁ, the procedure pre-

| scribed in Howard County Code Section 12.111 was instituted
and is being followed.

Board ﬁembefs present were Elizabeth Bobo, Chairperson
(Chairpersoh Bobo was replaced in December, 1983 by James H.
Clark as Chairperson of the Health Board), James H. Clark,
(present Chairperson), C. Vernon Gray, Ruth Keeton and Lloyd
Knowles. F. Todd Taylor, Jr., Assistant County Soliciﬁor for
» ﬁoward County represented the Howard County Health Department.

MrLJ&foé}_Ellis were not represented by counsel at the

—
/"/A/
e

e

hearing.

d : @

EXHIBIT 2
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WITNESSES
| For Appeilee: Charles B. Streaker, .Sanitarian, Community
Hyglene Program. |
For Appellants. Mr. Charles E. Ellis.
EXHIBITS

For Appellee: Exhibits A-L, 12 pictures submitted into

évidence showing various scenes depicting the problem;

'ﬁxhibit M, Health Department letter of July 13, 1983 from

Cbarles B. Streaker to Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Ellis; Exhibit
N, letter from Dr. Joyce Boyd, County Health Officer to F.
Tpdd Taylor, Jr., Assistant County Soliciter of November 25,
1?83; Exhibit O, memorandum from George F. Neimeyer, Director
ot.the Department of Public Works to Dr. Joyce‘Boyd of November
lé, 1983, public sewer service for Annetta Gardens; Exhibit P,
letter from Dr. Joyce Boyd, to Mr. James H. Clark, Chairperson,
Bpara of Health, of May 17, 1984, Ellis property--6608 Allen
Lane, Columbia, Maryland.
i - HEARING
! The first and only person to testify for the Health
Department was Charles B. Streaker, Sanitarian, Community
Hyglene Program, for the Howard County flealth Department. He
testified that on June 6, 1983, the Health Department received .
aicompiaint of an overflowing septic system near the road on
property located at'6608 Allen Lane{ Columbia, Maryland 21044.
Mﬁ. Streaker testified that on June 8, 1983, he inspected the
Eflis property. He discussed the problem with Mr. Ellis and
g%ve him a copy of a Health Department memo dated August 3,
1§73 which had noted a similar situation concerning the Ellis
pmoperty. Mr. Streaker testified that on June 27, 1983 he
surveyed the Ellis property and noted problems of an emviron-
mental nature. On July 7, 1983, Mr. Streaker checked the soil




arOund'the area ofjthe septic system located on the Ellis
property and found 1t 1nadequate to support a new system. He
testlfxed that the 5011 was juestionable, in that there was
lrmlted soil absorbtion. He testxfled that at that time, he
told Mr. Bll1s of two options to correct the problem: (1) to
seal the existing tank, or (2) 1nstall a new concrete holding
tank. On July 13, 1983 Mr. Streaker signed the letter to Mr.

ers. Charles E. Ellls, in which he stated that the present

{
overflowing septic system created a condition which was, or

m%y be hazardous to the public health and he ordered the
Elllses to do one of the following, since pumping of the
e%lstxng system has not stopped the sewage effluent from
r

b‘eak1ng out into the surface: (1) seal the ex1st1ng concrete

i .
tank and pump, or (2) install a concrete holding tank and pump

until same public sewer becomes available within ten days of

receipt of the notice. On July 26,‘1983, Mr. Streaker again

checked the Ellis property. The area was almost dry and

|

p?rtions of the land showed lime at the time of inspection.

| Tﬁe flow was non-existent. Mr. Streaker testified that on

1
Adgust 10, 1983, while inspecting the Ellis property, he noted

\

séeplng effluent on the property near the road.

i
lﬁ 1983, the site was again checked and Mr. Streaker noted

On September

approxlmately 15 feet of damp area on the property near the
road The area had been limed. Mr. Streaker testified that

12 pictures which were admitted 1nto evidence, Exhibits A-L

\

wére taken on July 26, 1983. The pictures showed various

scenes on the Ellis property depicting the problem. Finally,
Mﬁ.
19

ment had received numerous telephone calls 1nqu1r1ng about the

Streaker testified that from June 6, 1983 to October 24,

83, the date of the Health Board hearlng, the Health Depart-

atter.
|
|




!
|

test1f1ed that the Ellises had lived on the property for

|
approx1mately 22 yeats. That there had been earlier septic

On cross-ekaminatiOn by Board member Clark, Mr. Streaker

sﬁstem problems on the Ellis property begxnn1ng in the 1960's
aHd as current as June, 1979. The bottom line was that

|
attempted repa1rs had not lasted. Mr. Streaker further

tgstlfled that the problem appears to surface dur1ng the month
f June because more people are outside and there is a greater

opportunlty to note the problem. Mr. Streaker stated that the

|
problem is that sewage is seeping out of a trench near the

property. A high water table contributes to the problem but

the ex1stence of seepage cannot be denied. He stated that

|

rélocatlon of the leach bed appears impractical. He also

described a field septic unit as a large concrete tank with

1

3:one opening for acceptance from the home. Sewage stays there

untll pumped out by a scavenger truck.
l

1 On cross-examination by Health Board Chairperson éobo,
% Streaker testified that all of the complaints had come
féom one neighbor who lives close to the s1te. He also
é

testified that the running or seeping sewage is a hazard

1

¢

s ]
', humans. For example, flies may light on the effluent and

| because of the danger of water born diseases being carried to

l

. !
s!spread communicable diseases. Also children may not avoid the

|

%area, or vermin may transmit diseases. He also testified that

' %tﬁe Health Department had recommended repair of the septic

)

fsistem to the Ellises in 1973 and in 1979. He testified that
;pr ic sewer is estimated as 3 years away. Also he testified
%t+at a small treatment plant was recommended fo; the area in
31979 by Dr. Boyd the } Health Offlcer.

On cross-examinatlon by Board member Keeton, Mr. Streaker

|

i

‘itestlfxed that a replacement septic tank appears impractical
|

4




because approximately 3 to 4 feet'below the soil the sand is
saturated.
On cross-examination by Board member Knowles, Mr.

Skreaker testified that the property is located in the Annetta

.Gardens subdivision. He further testified that the circum-
|
stances appear to require the conversion of the exlstlng

system to a closed one.

Upon cross-examination by Appellant Mr. Ellis, Mr.

Streaker testified that approximately 50-60% of the homes in
I .
tbe area have a problem. Mr. Streaker further testified that

M#. Ellis has been singled out because of the larger quantity
of effluent on his property and the prior documentation of the
problem.

|

1 Mr. Ellis was without counsel, however, he testified
I
that the ground was not perked properly when the homes were
I
u

built. He stated the homes should have been built on 2-3

|

aeres lots, not the existing 1l acre lots., He testified that
he had attempted repairs over the years but to no avail. BHe

test1f1ed that public sewers were all around hls area in

| Cdlumbia. He stated that taxes had increased from-§200 in
}%61 to $1,000 in 1983. He questidned why when sewers are
n%ar that he has to put in a new sewer. He stated that he
ddes not have the money, that he just paid $1,250 for a new

|

roof. He testified that his wife has a health problem and the

doctors are not sure what it is.

uiable to receive answers from the Health Department concern-—

|

ing the following questions:

|

| 1. The present schedule for the availability of the

Health Board members d1rected questions to but were

publlc sewer system to Annetta Gardens, and whether the

chedule for delivery of that serv1ce could be accelerated.

5




2. What feasible alternatiVes_to public sewer exist?

3. The staﬁus of a proposal of Dr. Boyd for a private
community sewer system mentioned in her letter to the County
Executive J. Hugh Nichols on August 3, 1979.

4. The cost of cpnnecting the Ellis System to a sealed
septic tank and the monthly maintenance costs.

At the conclusion of the hearing, ﬁealth Board Chairper-

son Elizabeth-pro stated that the record would be left open

in order for the Health Department to answer the above questions
‘and to provide the answers to the Health Board. Purther, Mr.

? Mrs. Ellis wefe to receive copies of any réports sent to the
ﬁealth Board by the Health Department.

POST-HEARING ACTIVITIES

‘ The questions pertaining to public sewer service were
Tnswered in a memorandum dated November 18, 1983, from George

F. Neimeyer, Director of the Department of Public Works to Dr.

Joyce Boyd, the Health Officer. The questions concerning the

ost of connecting the Ellis system to a sealed septic tank

0

'l was answered in a letter dated November 25, 1983, from Dr.

oyce Boyd to F. Todd Taylor, Jr., Assistant County Solicitor.

(&9}

In his memorandum, Mr. Neimeyer stated that public sewer

sFrvice will be provided to Annetta Gardens upon the completion

off construction of sanitary sewers under Capital Project S5-6053

Dorsey Run Interceptor and Collectors as well as completion

of Capital Project S-6071 Dorsey Run Pump Station, Force Main
Interceptor and Collectors. Taken into consideration design
completion, land acquisition completion, grant funding approval

and signatures, permits, bid and award and construction, both

prOJects could be in serv1ce on or about May 15, 1988.

However, w1thout grant fundlng and taking 1nto account the -
\

same factors already ment1oned, with grant funding, the

A

B




estimated in service date would be July 1,v1986. The Depart-
nent of Public wOrks'has accelerated the schedule by designing
and acquiring the»neceSsary rights-of-way while the facilities
blan is being-revised. The Department has also stated that
#hen the design, land acquisition and permit process is
eomplete, the Department will review the grant funding status
and make ;ecommendations to the County Executive on whether to

)
wait for the grant funding or to proceed with only County

éundlng.

* Mr. Neimeyer further stated in his lette:, that alter-
Aatives to the public sewer sYstem are Qnsite disposal which is
superv1sed by the Health Department. He stated that presently
&n31te dlsposal is 11m1ted to septic systems although a number

1
of innovative technical alternatives are available.

1 Concerning the status of the proposal by Dr. Boyd for a

b&ivate community sewer system as stated in her letter of
ALgust 3, 1979, Mr. Neimeyer stated that in August, 1979, the
' Department of Public Works was proceed1ng with the fac111t1es
plan. The fiscal year 1980 Capital Budget was effective in
July, and Capital Project S-6053 was part of the five year
capltal improvement program. The water ' main in Lark Brown
R%ad and Allen Lane was under construction. Mr.-Neimeyer
f&rther stated that the Annetta Gardens community is similar
to other communities in having a small number of houses, some
oﬁ which are experiencing failing septic systems. Installing

a |package sewage treatment plant is not the correct solution

as the County then would have a number of package sewage

tjeatment plants without having two interceptor sewers con-

structed. Then future subdiviqions would be built Qhen the
sept1c systems fail, the County either would 1nsta11 more
ckage plants or would construct the interceptor sewers.

T
I
=
N

- ' 7




i
u
|
ﬁackage plants reqhire an NPDES permit from the State and a
Tite must be acquired. Also, package plants are expensive to
operate and maintain.

In response to the question of how much would it cost

| to convert the Ellis system to a sealed septic tank and what

would the monthly maintenance cost be, Dr. Boyd in her letter

stated that, "The estimated conversion of the Ellis system to

a sealed tank would be approximately $400 providing the
existing tank is waterlﬁight or could be made water tight. 1If
it would be necessary to install an entire new tank, there
would be an increase of approximately $700. Based on water
usage, servicing of this sealed tank would cost approximately
$100 per month.

At the December, 1983 legislative session Councilman
James H. Clark was elected Chairperson of the Board of Health
for éoward County. In a letter January 30, 1984, Chairperson
Clark informed the parties that a 90-day extension of time

effective that date was necessary before issuing a decision in

the Eliis matter. In a letter dated April 17, 1984, Chairper-
son Clark informed Mr. Eilis that the Health Department |

| planned to resurvey the Allen Lane area’and to conduct further
soil evaluations in order to re-assess the failing septic

| system problem on Mr. Ellis's property'and in that area. The
letter also notified Mr. Ellis that.the Board of Health had
decided to grant another 90-day exiension effective April 30,
1984, extending the period to July 30, 1984, however, the
Board reserved the right to issue a decision within.the

extension period if it decided that the public health and

welfare required such action.

I i
e T

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The property of Mr. & Mrs. Ellis at 6608 Allen Lane,
’,/"”"(. 8

"

—




|
)
|-
Lot

iept1c system,

olumb1a, Maryland 21044, presently utilizes an individual

2. The Board accepts the testimony presented that the
septic syetem is overflowing,'resulting in a discharge of
effluent on his property.' )

3. The Board accepts the testimony presented that this
ovetflowing septic system is in such a condition that it
cLeates a public nuisance which is dangerous to human heaith.

4. The Board accepts the evidencevpresented that
Charles B. Streaker, Sanitarian, Commnnity Hygiene Program,
Howard County Health Department ordered the Ellises to either:
1. seal the existing concrete tank and pump; or 2. installla
new concrete holding tank and punp; until the public sewer
becomes available, within 10 days of receipt of a ietter dated
July 13, 1983.

5. The Board accepts the testimony presented that the
Ellises have attempted to correct the problem posed by the
failing septic system, however, the problem still exists.

6. The Board accepts as evidence presented that the
Health Department resurveyed the Ellis property and conducted
further soil evaluations in order to re-assess the'problem.
'On April 18, 1984, soil borings were performed in front of and
behind the Ellis house. Heavy clay, with a high water table
at| 3 feet below grade was observed in the boring behind the
! house. 1In the front yard, heavy clay was observed from the
surface to 2-1/2 feet, with some sandy clay below to 4 feet

thre the auger was rejected due to gravel or stone. This

area is also characterized by springs which contribute to the

—

repair of the septic system including an elevated mound or a

shallow trench disposal system is not feasible.

I n 9

flow of water off the site. In light of the above conditions,




HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND IN THE
A Body Corporate & Politic '
George Howard Building
3430 Courthouse Drive

- Ellicott City, M4 21043

o

DISTRICT COURT

OF MARYLAND

Plaintiff FOR

Ve HOWARD COUNTY

"CHARLES E. ELLIS and
»GERTRUDE S. ELLIS, his wife
6608 Allen Lane

Columbia, Md 21045

(1]

Defendants : Case No. .

FINAL DECREE

Based upon the evidence produced by the Plaintiff, HOWARD

COUNTY, MARYLAND, it is, this ___ day of , 1984,
by the District Court of Maryland for Howard'County,

ORDERED, that the Défendants,_Charles E. Ellis and Gertrude,
S. Ellis, his wife, immediately cease and desist the usé and oécu—
pancy of the premises known as 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Maryland,
until such time as the septic system is pumped and sealed; and it
is further |

ORDERED, that‘the Defendants must seal and pump the septic
sYstem located at 6608 Allen Lane to the satisfaction of the
Howard County Health Department within 24 hours from the date
of this Order; and it is further

ORDERED, that thejPlaintiff and its agents, employees, and
representatives be, and the same hereby are, grantd access over
and entry upon the real property located at 6608 Allen Lane,
Columbia, Maryland, without liability to the Defendants, for
the purposes of inspecting the soil and the repéirs to the septic

. . system; and_it is further _ _ . . o . . IO

ORDERED, that the Defendants, or their agents, employees

ér tenants, be, and the same hereby are, permanently enjoined

from interfering with the Plaintiff's actions in inspecting

Office of Lew

= ward County, Maryland




fhé soil and éepticugysééﬁ';ébﬁiéé, uﬁénipenaify'of criminal
contempf of thié Court; and it is fﬁrthef |
‘ ORDERED, that the Defendahts have ﬁhéir seétic ﬁank pumped
out by a licensed scévenger at least once Eiféiéilii_iiii:;ihka-4?%%ﬁo
expeﬁse; and it is further ' . _ aﬁ&&pwaA
- ORDERED, that the Defendants pay.all costs of this actioha#'hﬂf
_ | s

M

JUDGE

of Law
“ty. Marytend




E%hmrb Qounty, Margland

®tfice of Lntw

| 3430 Court Honse Brive
ﬂ §llimﬂ dity, ﬁiwglunb 21043

-(301) 982-2100

] on October 5, 1984

The Honorable James H, Clark
Chairman, Health Board
George Howard Building
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Re: Howard County, Maryland
v. Charles E. Ellis and
Gertrude S. Ellis

Dear Mr. Clark:

Enclosed please find a copy of the Petition for In-
junctive and Other Appropriate Relief and Final Decree,
filed this date with the District Court for Howard County
in the above-referenced matter,

I will keep you informed of the proceedings as they
QCCuUY, : ‘

Very truly yours,

.HGW)}I&”OUNT& oreali 2 fas

TEW:swp
BEnclosutre :
cc: Members of the Health Board
Pr. Joyce Boyd, Executive aecretary
Rnbert Sheesley '
Todd Taylor, Jr., Es sqg.

“
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IN THE

HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND

A Body Lorporate and Politic
George Howard Building

3430 Courthouse Drive
Bllicott City, M3 21043

oe

DISTRICT COURT

OFP MARYLAND

L4

Plaintiff FOR

v. _ HOWARD COUNTY
CHARLES E. ELLIS and

GERTRUDE S. ELLIS, his wife

6608 Allen Lane _

Columbia, Md 21045 : s

Defendant H Case No.

. * ° (3 .
B ° ° . . °

PETITION FOR INJUNCTIVE AND

OTHER APPROPRIATE RELIEF

Plaintiff, HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND; by its attorneys,
Timothy E. Welsh, County Solicitor, and F. Todd Taylor, Jr.,
Assistant!County Solicitor, hereby respectfully petitions this
| Couft for injunctive or other appropriate relief and for reasons

states as follows:

1, The Defendqnts are the fee simple owners of real property
located at €608 Allen L;ﬁe,,Columbia, Maryland, as indicated in
Tax Map 37; Block 19, Parcel 475, and more particularly described
in a deed dated and recorded in Liber 368, Folio 679, of the Land
| Records of Ho@ard County. A copy of this deed is attached to this
Petition as Exhibit 1.

2. The Defendants maintain a residential dwelling on the
property with a septic tank and drain field to handle sewage
Vdiﬁcharge.

3. On JﬁneAB, June 27, July 7, and July 26, 1983, the
Howérd‘COunt§ Health Deparﬁment‘inspecgéd ;he pf&perty én@
determined that'thé existiné“?rivate:éewerageggystem was a

L 4

potential threat and hazardous to the public health.

)

4. On July 13, 1983, the Defendants were notified that

they would be required to (a) secure a repair permit from the




2w

Healih Depértment: (b) oéen the ground for an inspection by the
Health gepartment; and (c) repair their septic system.

5. FPollowing a hearing, the Board of Health, on dune 7,
1984, pursuant to their authority, issued a Decision and Order
directing tﬁe Defendaﬁts to correct the overflowing private
septic system. (A copy of this Order is attached hereto,
incorporated herein by reference, as marked as Exhibit 2.)

6. Defendants have refused and continue to refuse to take
Fhe required action to .correct the hazard their septic system
is causing to the public healtﬁ.

7. Plaintiff is charged with the duty to enforce all
provisions of the Howard County Code, including Section 12,111,
and invokes the jurisdiction of this Court pursuant to Sectioq
4-401(7)vof the Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff respectfully requeSts the Court
to issue an Order:

A. Requiring the Defendants, at their expense, to immedi-
ately seél and pump out their faulty septic tank within 24 hours
from the date of the Order;

B. Allowing the Plaintiff's agenté and employees access
to and entry upon the reai property located at 6608 Allen Lane,
Columbia, Maryland, to perform any and all necessary inspections;

C. Prohibiting the Defendants or their agents and employees
from interfering with the Plaintiff's repreéeﬁtatives during
their inspections; | .

D. Prohibiting the Defendants from leasing, renting, occupy-
ing 6r otherwise using the propertv Qntil such time as the septic
tank is sealed;

E. Requiring the Defendants, at their expense, to have

F. Granting such further‘relief as the Court, in its dis-
/.24 (et an

Latfr§e

their septic system pumped by a licensed scavenger; and



7
.

cretion, deems appropriate.

County

S ij ‘
Yt i o

F. Todd Taylor, Jr.

Assistant County Solicitor
George Howard Building

3430 Courthouse Drive
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043
992-2100 ‘ :
Attorneys for Plaintiff,
HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND

Office of Law . -3
Howerd County, Maryland
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IN THE

- HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND
A Body Corporate & Politic
George Howard Building '
3430 Courthouse Drive
Ellicott City, M3 21043

DISTRICT COURT

OF MARYLAND

Plaintiff FOR

V. HOWARD COUNTY

CHARLES E. ELLIS and
GERTRUDE S. ELLIS, his w1fe
6608 Allen Lane

Columbia, Md 21045

Defendants : Case No.

FINAL DECREE

Based upon the evidence produced by the Plaintiff, HOWARD

COUNTY, MARYLAND, it is, this day of , 1984,

by the District Court of Maryland for Howard'County,
| ORDERED, that the Defendants, Charles E. Ellis and Gertrude,
S. Ellis, his wife, immediately cease and desist the usé and oécu-
pancy of the premises known as 6608~Allen‘hane, Columbia, Maryland,
until such time as the septic system is pumped and sealed; and it
is further |
ORDERED, that‘the Defendants must seal and pump the septic
system located at 6608 Allen Lane to the satisfaction of the
Howard County Health Department within 24 hours from the date
of this Order; and it is further
ORDERED, that the'Plaintiff and its agents, employees, and
representatives be, and the same hereby are, grantd access over
and entry upon the real property lécated at 6608 Allen Lane,
Columbia, Maryland, without liability to the Defendants, for
the purposes of inspecting the soil and the repéirs to the septic
— .. .. system; and_it is further . _ _ . . - . _ o
ORDEREb, that the Defendants, or their agents, employees
6r tenants, be, and the same hereby are, permanently enjoined

from interfering with the Plaintiff's actions in inspecting

Office of Law

= ward County. Maryland




the soil and septic system repairs, upon penalty of criminal

contempt of this Court; and it is further

'ORDERED, that the Defendants have their septic tank pumped

0

out by a licensed scavenger at least once a morith) at their ﬁfﬁ;ﬁA

|

expense; and it is further

ORDERED, that the Defendants pay all costs of this action.

o
M for

JUDGE

of Law
~ty. Maryland
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Hotoard Qounty, Margland
®ifice of Lt

@ : 3430 Court Honse Brive
o ~ Ellicott Qisy, Sarpland 21043

(301) 982-2100

- Gimothy B. Welsh

@ounty ﬁuii:izcr,

Cctober 5, 1984

The Honorable James H. Clark
Chairman, Health Board

George Howard Building 7
BEllicott City, Maryland 21043

Re: Howard County, Maryland
v. Charles E. Ellis and
Gertrude S, Ellis

Dear Mr. Clark:

Enclosed please find a copy of the Petition for In-
junctive and Other Appropriate Relief and Final Decree,
filed this date with the District Court for Howard County
in the above~referenced matter.

I will keep you informed of the proceedings as they

OCCUYa
Very truly vours, )
H@Wmumw orez il 2 fuas
TEW swp
Enclosure

cc:  Members of the Health Board
Dr. Joyce Boyd; Executive Secretary
+Robert Sheesley . -
F. Todd Taylor, Jr., Esqg.

-

BEIHYENAR A Y et A

b w28

it
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HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND

A Body Lorporate and Politic
George Howard Building

3430 Courthouse Drive
Bllicott City, Md 21043

IN THE

oe

DISTRICT COURT

oe

OF MARYLAND

Plaintiff FOR

o .

Ve HOWARD COUNTY
CHARLES E. ELLIS and :
GERTRUDE S. ELLIS, his wife |
6608 Allen Lane

Coiumbia, M@ 21045

oo

oo

Defendant K Case No.

.o . . ° . . e °
o L] * . o - L]

PETITION FOR INJUNCTIVE AND

OTHER APPROPRIATE RELIEF

Plaintiff, HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND} by its attorneys,
fimothy E. Welsh, County Solicitor, and F. Todd Taylor, Jr.,
Assistant!County Solicitor, hereby respectfully petitions this
Court for‘injunctive or other appropriate relief and for reasons
states as follows: |

1. The Defendants are the fee simple owners of real property
located at 6608 Allen L;ﬁe,,Columbia, Maryland, as indicated in
Tax Map 37, Block 19, Parcel 475, and‘more particularly described
in a deed dated and recorded in Liber 368, Folio 679, of the Land
Records of Hoﬁard County. A copy of this deed is attached to this
Petition as Exhibitbl.

2. The Defenaants maintain a residential dwelling on the

property with a septic tank and drain field to handle sewage

discharge.
3. On June 8, June 27, July 7, and July 26, 1983, the
Howard~C0un£§ Health Deparﬁhent inspected the property and

determined that the existing‘private sewerage system was a
, T g T
potential threat and hazardous to the public health.
"3 O

4. On July 13, 1983, the Defendants were notified that

- o B - . . - . ) B RN l oL . R .
they would be required to (a) secure a repair permit from the

Ot of Low
Howars County, tareeng
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Heélﬁh Depértment; (b) open the ground for an inspection by the
Health gepartment; and (c) repair their septic system,

5, Following a hearing, the Board of Health, on June 7,
1984, pursuant to their authority, issued a Decision and Order
directing tﬁe Defendants to correct the overflowing private
septic system. (A copy of this Order is attached hereto,
incorporated herein by reference, as marked as Exhibit 2.)

6. Defendants have refused and continue to refuse to take
Fhe required action to correct the hazard their septic system
is causing to the public health.

7. Plaintiff is chaiged with the duty to enforce all
brovisions of the Howard County Code, including Section 12.111,
and invokes the jurisdiction of this Court pursuant to Sectioq
4-401(7) of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article of the
Annotated Codé'of Maryland.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff respectfully requeSts the Court
to issue an Order:

A. Requiring the Defendénts, at their expense, to immedi-
ately seél and pump out their faulty septic tank within 24 hours
from the date of the Order;

B. Allowing the Plaintiff's-ageﬁté and:employees access
to and eniry upon the reai property located at 6608 Allen Lane,
Columbia, Maryland, to perform any and all necessary inspections;

C. Prohibiting the Defendants or their agents and employees
frdm interfering with the Plaintiff's repreéeﬁtatives during
their inspections; .

D. Prohibiting the Defendants from leasing, renting, occupy-
ing dr otherwise using the propertv until such time as the septic
tank is sealed;

E. Requiring the Defendants, at their expense, to have

/monthly) by a licensed scavenger; and

F. Granting such further_relief as the Court, in its dis-
Ll (oo o

,/ézﬂ/%aizjgt )

their septic system pumped




cretion, deems appropriate.

o

F. Todd Taylor, Jr.
Assistant County Solicitor
George Howard Building

3430 Courthouse Drive
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043
992-2100

Attorneys for Plaintiff,
HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND

~N

OHtico of Law - -3~
Howard County, Meryiand
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HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND

A Body°Corporate & Politic
George Howard Building
3430 Courthouse Drive
Ellicott City, Md 21043

IN THE

eo

DISTRICT COURT

OF MARYLAND
Plaintiff

FOR

Ve HOWARD COUNTY
CHARLES E. ELLIS and
GERTRUDE S. ELLIS, his wife
6608 Allen Lane

Columbia, Md 21045

Defendants e Case No.

° ° ° L]
° . . .

.
°

FINAL DECREE

Based upon the evidence produced by the Plaintiff, HOWARD

COUNTY, MARYLAND, it is, this _ day of » 1984,

by the District Court of Maryland for Howard County,
| vORDERED, that the Defendants, Charles E. Ellis and Gertrude,
S§. Ellis, his wife, immediately cease and desist the use and occu-
pancy’qf the premises known as 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Maryland,
until such time as the septicbsystem is pumped and sealed; and it
is further |

‘ORDERED, that the Defendants must seal and pump the septic
'system located at 6668 Allen Lane to the satisfaction of the
Hogard County Health Department within 24 hours from the date
of thié Order; and it is further

'ORDBRED;Vthat the Plaintiff and its agents, employees, and
'representativés be, and the same hereby are, grantd access over
and entty upon the real property located at 6608 Allen Lane,
Columpia, Maryland, withoﬁt liability to the Defendants, for
. the purposes of inspecting the soil and the repairs to the septic
system; and it is further

”\”ORD§§ED;7thét thé‘Dé%éBEé;té, or £heir’a§ents, employee§

or tenants, be, and the same hereby are, permanently enjoined

from‘interfefing with the Plaintiff's actions in inspecting



Amﬁ%ﬂ?&%ﬁ’f{ﬂﬁmd—ﬁ”ﬁmm. Y e - ~ - —
v
the so%l and septic system repairs, upon penalty of criminal
contempt of this Court; and it is further
ORDERED, that the Defendants have their septic tank pumped
out by a licensed scavenger at least once month) at their 4?%#ﬁo
expense; and it is .further NWWM”A
ORDERED, that the Defendants pay all costs of this action;#
M
JUDGE
-~ * . M
' Lo SRTI~
749 )l’& .gw..;ﬁ—7 P e
20 o o oelelle .
o Law

. 8terytang



HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

JOYCE M. BOYD, M.D., M.P.N, BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER TIBER PLACE
‘ 83088 FORREST STREEY
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 24043
. TELEPHONE: 862:2330
August 8, 1984
MEMORANDUM . .
TO: Todd Taylor

Assistant Countg’Solicitog

. . B v -
FROM: Frank Skinner, Director ;Jféi
Water and Sewerage Program:

‘SUBJECT: Charles Ellis Case, 6508 Allen Lane

On June 7, 1984 The Board of Health ordered Mr. Ellis to seal off the septic
tank and have its contents pumped out periodically by a licensed scavenger to elim-
inate the sewage overflow. Thirty days were allowed for Mr. Ellis to comply with
this directive. An inspection of the above referenced site was made on July 12,
1984, and at that time Mr. Williams of this Bureau observed an active sewage over-— .

flow. He also spoke with Mrs. Ellis who informed him that no correction had been
.made and that none would be made.

As Mr. Ellis has failed to comply with The Board of Health's order, I request
your office to review this matter and take the necessary.action in order that a

summons may be secured for the owner to appear at District Court.

I have enclosed an updated.chronology of events leading up to our 1nspectlon
of July 12, 1984.

FS:jr

Enclosure




Chronology =

6/6/83
6/8/83
6/10/83
- 6/16/83
6/27/83
6/29/83’

7/6/83

7/7/83

7/13/83

7/26/83

8/10/83
8/10/83
8)13/83
9/1/83

9/1/83

9/6/83

-10/10/83

‘CharleSJEllis case, 6608 Allen Lane

Complaint received by Health Department; szte check ~ located
Verflow1nj septic s;stem near road.

Site checked with Mzr. 1715 by M. T. Joye and C.. B, Streaker
of Health Department. Memo - copy of 8/3/79 glven to Mr.
Ellis. : :

.Memo fbr‘Dr. Boyd prepared'on situation by C. B. Streaker.

' Ozder for repair of septic syatem at 6608 sent; after discus-~

sion with Dr. Boyd.

. Survey of area accomplished by Mr. F. Frommelt and Charles B.

Streaker of Howard County Health Department.

" Hote: 'Meeting in p.m. at Ralph Holbrook's, 6612 Allen Lane,

Columbia - see attachments - a. announcement and b. paper ar-
ticle. ‘

Dr., Bogdﬁénd Mr. F. Frommelt at siteffbr review of situation.
p. m. - Check of soil in the area of orlglnal system locared
inadequate repair area for the system due to water and/or
poor clayish soil.

Order for a sealed unit sent.

Site check u'(l) area almost dry; (2) limed at time of inspec-
tion; (3) flow non-existent. :

Seeping of effluent along road noted at 6608 again.

Memo to Office of Law

Letter sent to Mr. George Larrick at 6604 Allen‘Lane;
No Violation noted at 6604 Allen Lane =~ Larrick's.

Site check of 6608 Allen Lane, note (1) approx1matnlq 15 ft -
damp along. road only; (2) area limed.

Telephone call from Ms. Russell, Secretary\to County Council.
C. B. Streaker discussed Ellis problem. Hold for a posszble
bedrlng on Charles Ellis at 6608 Allen Lane.

'Meetlng scheduled with Ooffice of Law -~ Mr. Todd-Taylor, Esqg.

and Heéith Department representatives. -

NOTE: Numerous telephone calls received on this case from June 6, 1983 to

the present.
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- Chronology - Charles Ellis Case (Continued) e , ”f page 2

10/24/83

11718 &
11/25/83
1/30/84

4/17/84

4/18/84

6/02/84

' 6/12/84

7/12/84

Hearing by Board of Health on Charles Ellis' appeal.. No decision .
at this time. Health Department to provide. information about
costs and timetables on various alternative solutions.

Health Department and. Public Works Department supply requested
data.

Board of Health reviews information and issues 90 day extension
before making a decision.

‘Board of Health issues 90 day extension on corrective order to

allow further study, with brovisions to shorten extension if
conditions warrant.

Soil borings conducted at Ellis property 1ndeat1ng conditions
not suvtable for scil based septic system repair.

Board of Health issues order to convert to sealed tank within
30 days.

Ponplalnt received by -Health Department. . Site check reveals no
active overflow at this time; but, evidence shows very recent
OVLTfJOW ew;bted : o

1spect10n as. fbllow—wp to corrective order, shows active over-
flew. No repair attempted; Mrs. Ellis states intention to ignore’
repair order. S
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Addendum

11/07/84 -

11/19/84

11/21/84

1/25/85

ﬁgvcbronologg -~ Charles Ellis Case (Continued) . ' page 3
i > ‘

' Evidence of continued seepage along road observed.

Evidence of continued seepage along road observed.

Evidence of continued seepage along road observed.

Snow cover prevents inspection of area of overflow.
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\ N @omty Cmmeil of Hofnard Comty
3 S GEORGE HOWARD BUILDING

3430 COURT HOUSE DRIVE o
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 210434392 - .

992-2001
Chairperson . ) R = Eugene Weiss
James H. Clark : _ - ‘ Executive Secreuary
Vice Chairpersoe : ) ) . o ] _Jeanne E. Stephens
C. Ve Gra i ) o . . : } Administrative Assisant
Ruth Keeton T ' ~April 17, 1984  Jeanne A. Johnson
‘Llovd Knowhs ‘ ) : : : County Auditor
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Ellis
6608 Allen Lane -
- Columbia, Md. 21045 ‘
'RE: 1. Appeal of Health Board _ i;
- Order of July 13, 1983 (Ellis) r~
,2.‘ Howard County Board of =S
Health letter to Charles E. ne
Ellis (Extension). January 30, 1984 i}
3. Howard County Health Department -4
letter to Councilman James H. Clark A

(Resurvey) .March 23, 1984
‘Dear Mr. Ellis:

The Health Department plans to resurvey the Allen Lane area and conduct
further soil evaluations in order to reassess the failing septic system
problem on your property and in your area. (See attached letter).

Accordingly, this letter serves notice that the Board of Health has
decided to grant angther 90 day extension effective April 30, 1984. However,
the Board may issue a decision within the extension period if it decides that
the public health and welfare require such action.

- S erely,

’ ~av3.“//hames H.
Chairperson

Howard County Board.of Heaith

JHC:s:#56590A

cc: Honorable J. Hugh Nichols
- Timothy E. Welsh, Esq.
George Larrick
Joyce M. Boyd, M.D.
Health Board Members

Enclosure

L DEAF TDD NUMBER - 992-2323 .




HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT M,’Z o
' Bl AN Y] \ ﬁ‘b
L

CRSRER 2T BN L

JOYCE M, BOYD, M.D., W.P.K.

Ti 2. BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
COURTY HEALTH OFFICER

(oL TIBER PLACE
: '8306B FORREST STREET
ELUICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043
_ TELEPHONE: $92:2330

March 23, 1984

Councilmen James H. Clark A _

County Council for Howard County RE: Appeal of Health Board Order
George KHoward Building of July 13, 1983 (Ellis)
£llicott City, Maryland 21043 .

peer Councilman Clark:

This is in reference to the Board of Health hearing regarding the case of
Mr. Ellis of Annetta Gardens. : . ,

On Februery 7, 1984, Mr. Robert Shkeesley, Director of Environmental Health,
arid representztives from the Department of Public Works met with staff at the State:
Department of Health and Mental Hugiene to address the issue of extending public
sewer to the Annetta Gardens community. : -

2t that time, the Annetta Gardens segment of -the proposed sewer project was in-
cluded in proposals for two major projects under review by the State Health Depart-
ment for feasibility and funding. In an effort to accelerate approval for the pro-‘
ject that included service to Annetta Gardens, Public Korks was given permission to
submit that project separately for a more rapid review. While this procedure will
2ssist in reducing the actual time of project to approximately three years, it will
not provide an immediezte solution to the failing septic system problem which present-
ly exists. o . .

In the interim, we have decided to Iesurveu the Allen Lane area and conduct
further soil evaluations in order to rezssess this problem. This additional -evalua-
tion will provide information which wou:d allow us to determine if innovative or
2lternative waste disposal systems can ze used to alleviate sewage discharges on the
£llis property and all other properties on Allen Lane experiencing similar problems.

If you have any guestions regarding this matter, please contact me.

‘Very trulv yours,

o ’ . . .
Qe s St
; i » \ '

soute my zovd, M.D.

JMB/RVS:jr
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,Howard County represented the Howard County Health Department

F2 (/09

”;Lafm%

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPEAL T BEFORE THE
OF MR. & MRS. CHARLES E. ELLIS
FROM AN ORDER OF THE HOWARD

COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT RE- : . :
QUIRING THEM TO CONNECT THEIR E HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND

PROPERTY TO THE PUBLIC SEWER

- BOARD OF HEALTH FOR

ooooooooooooooooooooooo

---------------------------------------------------------------

DECISION AND ORDER

The Board of Health for Howard County met on October 24,
1983, for the purpose of considering the appeal of Mrj & Mrs.
Charles E. Ellis, 6608 Allen Lane; Columbia, Maryland 21044,
who were appealing an Order from the Howard County Health
Department to either seal their exiSting’concrete septic tank
and pump or install a new concrete holding tank and pump untii
public sewer becomes available near their property. This
Order was expreSSed in a letter from Charles B, Streaker,
Sanitarian, to Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Eiiis, and was dated July
13, 1983. The hearing was advertised pursuant to the Rules of
Procedure of the Board of Health for Howard County. The
matter was investigated pursuant to the Howard County Code

Section 12.104. Upon a finding that the place complained of

'was in a condltlon 1njur10us to health the procedure pre—g

scrlbed in Howard County Code qectlon 12.111 was 1nst1tuted
and is being followed.

Board members present were Elizabeth Bobo, Chairperson
(Chairperson Bobo wag'fepiaééd'ih46é6€m6éf,”1§§§”by”J5méé’H.
Clark as Chairperson of the ﬁealth Board), James H. Clark,
(present Chairperson), C. Vernon Gray, Ruth Keeton and Lloyd

Knowles. F. Todd Taylor, Jr., A551stant County Sollc1tor for

R

I Mr. & Mrs. Ellis were.not represented by counsel at the

hearing.

. e

,VP

7%7




WITNESSES
For Appellee: Charles B. Streaker, Sanitarian, Community

Hygiene Program.

. ‘ ‘ R

For Appellants: Mr. Charles E. Ellis.
EXHIBITS

For Appellee: Exhibits A—L, 12 pictures submitted into

evidence showing var{ous scenes depicting the problem; ' ';
"Exhibit M, Health Department letter of July 13, 1983 from

.t Cbarles B. Streaker@to Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Ellis; Exhibit
N, letter ﬁrom Dr. 3oyce Boyd; County Health Officer to F.
Todd Taylor, Jr., Aésistant County Solicitor of November 25,
1983; .Exhibit 0, memorandum from George F. Neimeyer, Director

of the Department of Public Works to Dr. Joyce Boyd of November

18, 1983, public seWer service for Annetta Gardens; Exhibit P,

| letter from Dr. Joyée Boyd, to Mr. James H. Clarﬁ} Chairperson,
Board of Health, of“May 17, 1984, Ellis property--6608 Allen
| Lane, Columbia, MarYland. '

HEARING
"The first and;oﬁly peréon’to testify for the Health
| Department was Charles B. Streaker, Sanitarian, Community
Hygiene Program, for the Howard County Health Department. He i
testified that on Jpne 6, 1983, the Health Départment received
a éomplgiht of an errflowing septic system near the road on
property located at 6608 Allen Lane, Colu@bia, Maryland'21044.i
Mr. Streakerltestif&ed thaf on June 8, 1983, he inspected the
Ellis property. Heidiscussed'the problem with Mr. Ellis and
gaQewhim-a—copy*ofV;»Health-Department memohdéted—August 3, -
;973 which had notéd a similér situation concerning the Ellis :

property. Mr. Streaker testified that on June 27, 1983 he

surveyéd the Ellis propertyvand noted problems of an environ- o
mental nature. On July 7, 1983, Mr.‘Streaker checked the soil

2




around the area nylﬁe'séptic systeﬁhipcated on the Ellis
property and found it inadequate.to suppoft a new syStem. He
testified that the sqil Qaé juestionable, in that there was
limited soil absorbtién.’ He testified that at ﬁhat ﬁime, he
told Mr. Ellis of two options to correct thé problem: (1) to
seal the éxisting_tank, or (2) install a new céncrete'hblding
tank. On July 13, 1983, Mr. Streaker signed the letter toer.
. & Mrs. Charles E. Ellis, in which he stated that the present
overflowing_seétic system created a condition which was, or
may be hazardous to the public health and he ordered the
Ellises to do .one of the following, since pumping of the.
existing system has not stopped the sewage effluent from
breaking out'into the surface: (1) seal the éxisting concrete
tank and pump, or (2) install a concrete holdingitank and pump-
until same public sewer becomes available within ten ‘days of
recgipt of the notice. On July 26, 1983, Mr. Streaker again
checked the Ellis property. The area wés almost dry and
éortions of ﬁhe land shpwed lime at the time of inspection.
The flow was non-existent, Mr. Streaker testified that on
August 10, 1983, while inspecﬁing the Ellis.prope;ty, he noted
seeping effluent on the pfoperty(near the road. On September
1, 1983, the site was again checked and Mr. Streaker noted
'approximately 15 feet of damp area on the property near the
‘road. The area had been limed. Mr. Streaker testified that
112 pictures which were admitted into evidence,‘Exhibits A-L
Qere taken on July 26, 1983. The pictures showed various
scenes on the,Ellisaproperty%depictihg-the problem. Finally,
Mr. Streaker testified that from June 6, 1983 to October 24,
1983, the date of the Health Board hearing, thevHealth_Depart—
ment had feéeived numerous tz2lephone calls inquiring éboht the

matter.

v
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On eross-exaﬁination byrBoefé¥ﬁember Clark, Mr. Streaker
testified that the_Ellises had lived on. the property for
approximately 22 years. That there had been earlier septic
system problems on the Eilis'property beginning in the 1960's
and as current as June, 1979. The bottom line was that

attempted repairs had not lasted. Mr. Streaker further

-testified that the problem appears to surface during the month

of June because more people are outside and there is a greater

opportdnity to note the problem. Mr. Streaker statedethat the

problem is that sewage is seeping out of a trench near the

-property. A high water table contributes to the problem but

the existence of seepage cannot be denied. He stated that

relocation of the leach bed appeare imptactical. He also

described a field septic unit as a large concrete tank with

one opening for acceptance from the home . Sewage.staye there
until'pumped Qut by a.scavenger truck.

On cross-examination by Health Board Chairpereon Bobo,
Mr. Streaker testified that all of the complaiﬁts had come

from one neighbor who lives close to the site. He also

testified that the running or eeeping sewage is:.a hazard

because of the danger of water born diseases being carried to
humans. For example, flies may light on the effluent and
spread communicable diseases. Also children may not avoid the_
area, or vermin may transmit diseases. He also testified that
the Health Department had recommended repair of the'eebtic
system to the Ellises in 1973 and in 1979. He testified that
public sewer is estimated_as .3 years away. Also he testified
that a small treatment plant was recommended for the area in
1979 by Dr. Boyd the Health Officer.

| On cross-examination by Board member Keeton, Mr. Streaker

testified that a replacement septic tank appears impractical
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because approximatéiy73 €6‘4 féeflgéiéw the soil the sand is
saturated. |

On cross—examinatioﬁ by Board member Knowles, Mr.
Sfreaker testified th%t'the property is located in the Annetta
Gérdens subdivisién; He further testified that the circuﬁ— ”
stances appear to reéuire the conversion of the existing
sysﬁem to a closed ohe.

Upon cross-examination by Appellant Mr. Ellis, Mr.
‘Streakér testified that approximately 50-60% of the homes ih'
the area have a problem. Mr. Streaker further testified that
Mr. Ellis has been singled out because of the la;ger quantity
of efflueﬁt on his éroperty and. the prior documentation of ﬁhe
problem. |

Mr. Ellis was without counsel, however, he testified
that the ground was not perked properly when the homes weré
built. He stated the homes should have been built on 2-3
ac:es.lots, not the existing 1 acre lots. He testified that
he had attempted repairs over the years but to no avail. He
testified that_public sewers were all around his afeé in
Columbia. He stated that taxes had increased from $200 in
1961 to $l;000 in 1983. He questionéd why when sewers are
near that he-has to put in a new sewer. He sfatéd that he
does not have the money, that he just péid $1,250 for a new
roof. He testified that his wife has a health problem and theA
docﬁors'are not sure what it is.

Health Board members directed questionsbto but were
unable.to‘receive,answens_from.the,ﬂealth Department concern-
iﬁg the following questions:

1. The present schedule for the availability éf the
public;sewer system to Annetta Gardens, and whether the
schedule for délivery of that service could be accelerated.

5
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2. What feasible éiternatiVégﬁfo puSlic sewer exist?

3. The status of a ptopoSal of Dr. BoYd for a private
community sewer system mentioned in her let;er to ﬁhé County
Executive J. Hugh Nichbls on August 3, 1979.

4. The cost of connecting the Ellis System to a sealed
septic tank and the monthly>maintenance costs.

At the conclusion of the hearing, Health Board Chairper-

son Elizabeth Bobo stated that the record would be left open

in order for the Health Department to answer the above questions

' and to provide the answers to the Health Board. Further, Mr,.
. i

& Mrs. Ellis were to receive copies of any reports sent to the
Health Board by the Health Department.

POST—HEARING ACTIVITIES

The questions pertaining to public sewer service were
answered in a memorandum dated November 18, 1983; from George
F. Neimeyer, Director of the Department of Public Works to Dr.
Joyce Boyd, the Health Officer. The questions concerniﬁg the -
cost of connecting the Ellis system to a sealed septic tank
was answered in a letter dated November 25,‘1983, from Dr.
Joyce Boyd to F. Todd Taylor, Jr., Assistant County Solicitor.

In his memorandum, Mr. Neimeyer stated that public sewer

service will be provided to Annetta Gardens upon the completion

'of construction of sanitary sewers under Capital Project S-6053

borseyARunzInterceptor and Collectérs as well as completiqn3
of Capital Projecﬁ S-6071 Dorsey Run Pump Station;.Forcé Main
Interceptor and Collectors. Taken into consideration design
completion, land‘acquisition\comple;ion,‘grant funding approval
and signatures, permits, bid and award and construction, both
projects could be in serviéevon or about May 15,:1988.

However, without grant funding and taking into account the

’

same factors already mentioned, with grant funding,'the
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estimated in serviég date would'beﬁﬁaly l, 1986. The Depart;
1ment of'Public Works has acéelerated the schedule by designing
and acquiring the necessary riéhts—of-way while the facilities
plan is béing revised.'iThe Department has also stated that
Qhen the design, land acquisition and permit process is
complete, the Department will reQiew the grant funding status
and make recommendations to the County Execufive on whether to
wait for the granﬁ funding or to proceed with only County
funding. | |

Mr. Neimeyer further stated in his letter, that alter-
natives to the public sewer syétem are onsite disposal which is
supérvised by the Health Department. He stated that presently
.onsite disposal is limited to septic systems although a numberv
of innoVa&ive technical alternatives afe.available.

Concerning the status of the proposal by Dr. Boyd for a
private community sewer. system as statéd in her letter of
August 3, 1979, Mr. Neimeyer stated that in August, 1979, the
Depértment of Public Works was proceeding with the facilities
plan. The fiscal year 1980 Capital.Budget was gffective in
July, and Capital Projéct S-6053 was part of the five year
capital improvement program. The water main in Lark Brown
Road'and Allen Lane was under construction. Mr. Neimeyer
further stated that the Annetta Gardens community is:similar
to other communi;ies in‘having a small number of hduSes, some.
of which are experiencing failing septic systems. Installing
a package sewage treatment plant is not the correct solution

as the Cdunty then would have a_ number of package sewage

treatment plants without having;two interceptor sewers con-
| structed. Then future subdivisions would be built when the
septic systems fail, the Cdunty either would insﬁall'morg
package plants or woula’construct the intérCeptor sewers.

7




E)

Package plants requife an NPDES permf%ffrom'the State and a

site must be acquired. Also, package plants are expensive to

operate and maintain.

In'response to the question of how much would it cost
to convert the Ellis'syétem toka sealed septic tank and whaﬁl
would the monthly maintenance cost be, Dr. Soyd in her letter
stated that, "The estimated conversion of the Ellis system to
a sealed tank would be approximately $400 providing the |
existing tank is water tight or could be made water tight. If
it would be necessary to install an entire new tank, there
would be an increase of‘approximately $700. Based en water
usage, servicing of this sealed tank would cost approximately
$100 per month. | |

At the December, 1983 legislative session Couﬁcilman
James H. Clark was elected Chairperson of the Board of Health
for HoWard County. In a letter January 30, 1984, Chairperson
Clark informed the parties that a 90-day extension of time
effective that date was necessary before issuing a decision in
the Ellis matter. In a letter dated April 17; 1984, Chairper-
son Clark informed Mr. Ellis that the Health Depeftment
pianned to resurvey the Allen Lane area and to conduct further
soil evaluations in order to re-assess the failing septic
system problem on Mr. Ellis's propertyrand in that area. The
letter also notified Mr. Ellis that the Board of Health had
decided to grant another 90-day extension effeeﬁive April 30,
1984, extending the period to July 30, 1984, however, the
Board reserved the right to issue a decision within the
extension period if it decided that the public health and

welfare required such action.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The property of Mr.

‘& Mrs. Ellis at 6608 Allen Lane,
8 : v ‘

i
¥
}
H




Columbia, Maryland 21044 presentlyvdtilizes an individual

septlc system.

2. The Board accepts the testimony presented that‘the
|| septic system is overflowing, resulting in a discharge of
effluent on his property. |

3. The Board accepts the testimony preaented'that thia'
overflowing septic system is in such a condition that it'.
creates a public~nuisance which is dangerous to human health.

4, The Board accepts the evidence presented'that
'Charles B. Streaker, Sanltarlan, Communlty Hyglene Program,
Howard County Health Department ordered the Ellises to either-
1. seal the existing concrete tank and pump;: oY 2 install a
| new concrete holdlng tank and pump, until the publlc sewer .
becomes available, within 10 days of receipt of a letter dated
‘July 13, 1983. : |

5. The Board accepts the testimony presented that the
Ellises have attempted to"correct the problem posed by the
failingdseptic system, however, the problem still exists.

6. The Board accepts as evidence presented that the
‘Health Department resurveyed the Ellis property,and conducted
further soil evaluations in order to re-assess tne problem,

On April 18, 1984, soil borings were performed in front of and
behind the Ellis house. Heavy clay, with a high water table
‘at 3 feet beiowigrade was observed in the boring»behind the
'nouse. In the front yard, heavy clay was observed from the
surface to 2-1/2 feet, with some'sandy'clay below to 4 feet
where ‘the ‘auger was re]ected due to gravel or stone. This
area is also characterized by sprlnda‘whlch contribute . to the
flow of water off the site. In light of the above conditions,
repairbof the septic system including an elevated mound or a‘

shallow trench disposal system is not feasible.

9




‘hereby ORDERED. this 74 day of

7. The Board accepts the evidence presented that the
house should be connected to the‘sanitary sewage system as .

soon as possible. However, in order to correct the hazard to

| the public health, in the interim, the septic tank must be

sealed off and its contents pumped out periodically by a

licensed scavenger to eliminate the current sewage overflow.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Based on the testimony and exhibits received into
evidence, the Health Board for Howard County concludes the

following:

1. That the private septic syStem presently utiliied by

the Ellises on the property at 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia,
Maryland 21044 is failing, and is in such a.condition that it
is dangerous to health in accordance with the HdWard County
Code Sections 12.104 and 12.111. | | |
2. That in accordance with the Howard County Code
Section 12.111, the Boérd of Health for Howard County may
order abatement of an unhealthy nuisance or‘bther condition

dangerous to health.

ORDER

Pursuant to the Howard County Code Section 12.111, it is

(L ., 1984, as follows:

’

1. That the order of the- owara County. Health Depaft-
ment dated July 13, 1983 is affirmed.

2. That Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Ellis take.the necessary
action to connect to the sanitary sewage system as soon as the
service becomes available ﬁo thé'Eiiis pfoperty.

3. That in order to correct the hazard to the public .

health, in the interim, the septic tank must be sealed off and

its contents pumped out periodically by a licensed scavenger

10
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to eliminate the current sewégevoverflow. This sealing off of
Al the septic tank shall be completed within 30 days of the date
of this directive.

BOARD OF HEALTH OF HOWARD COUNTY
ATTEST:
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James H Clark, Chﬁlrperson

- ’ E O
3(’%/% b Freyl o
Di/ Jdyce M. Boyd' /
Executive Secretary

' C. Vernon Gray ' v

CT W A

Ruth U. Keeton

PREPARED BY HOWARD COUNTY
OFFICE OF LAW _ : : ;
TIMOTHY E. WELSH o ’ |
COUNTY SOLICITOR o ; g

Jahes E. Henson, Sr.
Asgistant County Solicitor

i
{
v
¢
!




GEORGE F. NEIMEYER
’ DIRECTOR .
w-zcop

Bureau of Engineering
William E. Riley, Chief

. Bureau of Environmental Services o
. James M. Wvin, Chief - Y/
Bureau of Facilities Fnette, Covelesn |

John Ztnyer, Chief

- Bureau of Highways ‘
Granvitie W. Wehland, Chief :

Bureau of Inspections, Licenses, and Permits
: M. Robert Gemmill, Chief ' :

DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS of HOWARD COUNTY =~ " Bureau of Utilities o ;
/3430 COURT HOUSE DRIVE, ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043 . Wobert M Beringer, Chiet '

' Deaf TDD Number 992-2323

" February. 23, 1984

Mr. Dane Bauer
Program Administrator ,
Inspection and Compliance Program

' Department of Health & Mental Hygiene
201 West Preston Street .
Baltimore, Maryland 21201

Dear Mr. Bauer:

Subject: ADQISeyfRunHSéweruFacilities'
" to Serve Annetta ‘Gardens

Reference is made to our meeting of February 7, 1984 concerning the
above subject. As discussed at the meeting, there are two County capital
projects which must.be placed into service in order to provide sewer service -
to Annetta Gardens. They are Capital Project S-6071, Dorsey Run Pump Station,
Force Main ‘and Interceptor (to be constructed under Contract 678-S for the.
pump station and Contract 679-S for the force main and interceptor), and - :
- Capital Project S-6053, Dorsey Run Interceptor and Collectors I-95 to Pfeiffer
Corners (contract numbers to be identified at a later date).

As discussed, we are transmitting the attached schedule showing action
 needed by the State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene for these two
capital projects. The schedule shows the construction permit submittal separ-
“ately from the grant application submittal for two reasonms.. First, the contract
documents will be completed and the ‘technical review can be made by the State
prior to Facility Plan approval. Second, in. the event the projects are deter-
mined not to be eligible for grant funds, the schedule need only be altered by
eliminating the grant application submittal.

: At our meeting, you asked how the State could assist in getting these
- projects built to eliminate overflowing septic systems. The State can provide
" assistance by giving the Facility Plan and the related projects a rapid high
priority review, ensuring that all State criteria are met,

If you have any questionms, please contact me.

Ver trply yours,
,éam<zf7 Au
James M. Irvin, Chief
Bureau of Environmental Services
JMI/mes A D
cc: Earl Quance ) . _
}P:gliert Sheesley  WASTE-NOT @ RECYCLE
e -




Deaf TDD Number 9922323 -

Bureau of Engineering

DIRECTOR Witiiam €. Riley, Chief L R Hune

GEORGE . NEMEYER . > " - Thewt S ﬁES‘

James M. irvin, Chief .
Bureau of Facilities

“John Ztnyee, Chief -
Bureau of Highways

Grenville W. Wehland, Chisf

Bureau of Inspections, Licenses, and Permits.

M. Robert Gemmiil, Chief i

DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS of HOWARD COUNTY ~  Buresu of Utiities
13430 COURT HOUSE DRIVE, ELLICOTT GITY, MARYLAND 21043 . Robert M Boringer. Chet

 February 22, 1984

Mr. Earl Quance _

Program Administrator A o
 Dept. of Health & Mental Hygiene

" O’Connor Building, 2nd Floor

- 201 West Preston Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Dear Mr. Quance: ’

- - On February 7, 1983, myself and other representatives fram our Depart-
ment of Public Works and County Health Department met with Dane Bauer to :
discuss the construction scheduling of sewerage facilities in the Dorsey
service area. As you are aware, grant funding for projects in this service
area is contingent upon completion and approval of the Patuxent 201 Facility
‘plan. Approval of the Facility Plan may be delayed until as late as the end

- of 1986 if preparation of an EIS is required. To expedite construction of

‘thé Dorsey Run sewerage facilities, specifically the Dorsey Run pump station,
. "Mission Road collector system, Annetta Gardens collection system, and Dorsey
" interceptor north of Interstate Route 95, it is our intention to complete
the portion of the Facility Plan for the Dorsey service area prior to comple-
tion of the remainder of the Plan. We anticipate that the Dorsey service
. area portion of the draft Plan will be submitted for your preliminary review
by early June, 1984. ' : ' ‘

‘ We are requesting that this portion of the Facility Plan be reviewed and
approved by your office under the "prior approval" provisions of the construc-
tion grant regulations. We have been informed by Ruth Mathes that a public
information meeting will be required to address treatment and oonveyance :
alternatives prior to draft Plan submission to your office. After preliminary
State review, a public hearing would be scheduled prior to submission of 'a final
Plan for approval. Timely construction of the Dorsey service area facilities
.is important for several reasons. First, the Annetta Gardens and Mission Road '
communities have extensive septic system failures. Second, the Dorsey pump
 station is required to divert flows fram the Jessup Treatment Plant which is

* currently not complying with its NPDES permit. The planned expansion of the
Jessup Plant will not include capacity for flows from the Dorsey interceptor.
Third, construction of the pump station is necessary to allow the lifting of
the current moratorium on increased flows in the Dorsey interceptor.

WASTE-NOT

RECYCLE

" Bureau of Environmental Services A te

prin Gawolnd




Mr. Earl S. Quance = - e o ~ Pebruary 22, 1984
Mr. Earl S. Qua ey

.We have been previously informed that six months should be allowed for
the review of Facility Plans by your office. Given the immediate need for
the above mentioned facilities, it is requested that, once submitted, the
Facility Plan be reviewed as expeditiously as possible. At Mr. Bauer s
request, we have prepared what we feel is a reasonable implementation
schedule for the various projects. . This schedule is attached for your
review. , o : .

Note that to provide sewer serviée‘ to Annetta Gardens, two County Capital
Projects must be placed into service: ’ o SR

1. Capital Project S-6071 — Dorsey Run pump station force main, and _
interceptor (to be constructed under Contract 678-S for the pump -
station, and under Contract 679-S for the force main and. inter-
ceptor) . R ' :

2. Capitai Project S-6053 - Dorsey Run interceptor fram I-95 to
Pfeiffer Corners and Annetta Gardens collectors (contract numbers
not yet established). : ‘

Should you have any quésti’ons or desire to discuss this matter further,
please contact me at your convenience. : o : '

Very truly yours,

A "//I . i ‘
/@hm/r o
./ James M. Irvin, Chief

Bureau of Envirormental Services

JMI/mcs

Attachment

cc: Richard -Sellars

Dane Bauer

Allen Coulter

George F. Neimeyer

Allen S. Brown

“John .J. O’Hara

Robert Sheesley

File Y
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P HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

JOYCE M. BOYD, M.0., M.P.H.

COUNTY HEALTH OFFIGER BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

TIBER PLACE
8308B FORREST STREET
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043
TELEPHONE: 962-2330

November 25, 1983

TO:  F. Todd Taylor, Jr.,
Assistant County Solicitor

‘'FROM: Dr. Joyce M. Boyd
Health Department

RE: Howard County Health Department vs.
Charles E. Ellis

Supplemental Information Requested:
1. What is the present schedule for the availability of the public
sewer system to Annetta Gardens?

- The present schedule for sewer service to the area is three
through five years per attached sheet from the Howard County
1983 Comprehensive Sewage Plan.
3. Do any alternatives to the public sewer system exist?
- Alternative}te public sewer system are: 1
A. Sealed Tank System $400* estimated conversion.

B. Low Pressure Pipe System $2000% estimated conversion.
C. Mound System $4500* estimated conversion.

Brief Descrlptlon of Alternatlve Systems

A. Sealed System .
- remove the outlet pipe and seal the hole

- install an alarm device w1th an electrlcal or manual
visual float device

- secure a -contract with a licensed scavenger to empty
" the tank .as needed




F. Todd Taylor, Jr. . =~ = - 2 - November 25, 1983

B. Low Pressure ?ipe ' |
- install"a’'pump pit at the outlet of the septic tank'
to collect the effluent and house the pump -

- install a series of shallow, narrow graveled trenches
(approximately 18 inches deep and 6 inches wide)

- install a small diameter pipe approximately 1/3 deep
in the gravel (pipe size 1 - 1% inch diameter with

1/8 inch holes).
C. Mound System

- connect a dry sump to the outlet of the septic tank
to house.a pump and to collect and 1lift sewage effluent

- build a 3 - 3% foot high mound approximately 75 foot
square with sand (usually purchased) : :

- install shallow graveled drainfield trenches in the
sandy mound . -~ = - K

- cap completed mound and trench system with top soil
6 - 8 inches deep to grow cover grass.

5. How much would it cost to convert the Ellis system to a sealed
septic tank and waht would the monthy maintenance cost be?

- The estimated coversion of the Ellis system .to a sealed tank
would be approximately $400 providing the existing tank is
watertight or could be made watertight. If it would be nec-
€ssary to install an entire new tank there would be an in- :
crease of approximately $700. Based on water usage, servicing
of the sealed tank would cost approximately $100 per month.

Questions #2 and,4w111;be responded to by the Departmenf of Public Work.

JMB:ag
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- November 25; 1983

| l,TO: F Todd Taylor Jr.,
A551stant County Sollc1tor

FROM: D . Joyce M. Boyd
’ 'Health Department

‘.REE aHoward County Health Department vs.f
. Charles E. ElllS e

‘Supplemental Informatlon Requested
l}~ What is- tne present scneaule for the ava11ab111ty of the puollc
. sewer system to Annetta Gardens? : A

“'J- The, present schedule for sewer service to the area is ‘three -
‘ -th rough five years per attached sheet from the Howard . County
--15, 1983 Comprehen51ve Sewawe Plan.y'
‘3 Do any alternatlves to the publlc sewer system ex1st?~‘
”,lv' Alternat1ve to- publlc sewer system are: ‘
A Sealed Tank System. $400+ estlmated convers1on.

. B. Low Pressure Pipe System $2000_.est1mated conver51on.:"V
C Mound System $4500+ estlmated conver51on.' § '

Br1ef Descrlptlon of Alternatlve Systems

A. Sealed System
e remove the outlet p1pe and seal the hole

- 1nsta11 an alarm dev1ce w1th an electrlcal or manual R S

- visual: float dev1ce f; SR L R
-secure a contract w1th a 11censed scavenger to é:ﬁﬁy%

' othe tank as needed - S ‘
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F. Todd Taylor, Jr. -2 - o November 25, 1983

B. Low Pressure Pipe
- install a pump pit at the outlet of the septic tank
to collect the effluent and house the pump ‘

- install a series of shallow, narrow gréveled trenches
(approximately 18 inches deep and 6 inches wide) -

- install a small diameter pipe approximately 1/3 deep
in the gravel (pipe size 1 - 1% inch diameter with
1/8 inch holes).
C. Mound System

- connect a dry sump to the outlet of the séptic’tank
to house a pump and to collect and lift sewage effluent

- build a 3 - 3% foot high mound approximately 75 foot
square with sand (usually purchased) Co

- install shallow graveled drainfield trenches in the
sandy mound . -

- cap completed mound and trench system with top soil
6 - 8 inches deep ‘to grow cover grass.
5. How mniuch would it cost to convert the Ellis system to a sealed
septic tank and waht would the monthy maintenance cost be?

- The estimated coversion of the Ellis system to a sealed tank
would be approximately $400 providing the existing tank is
watertight or could be made watertight. If it would be nec-
essary toinstall an entire new tank there would be an in-
crease of approximately $700. Based on water usage, ‘servicing
of the sealed tank would cost approximately $100 per month.

uestions #2 and 4will be responded to by the Department of Public Work.
Po
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Buresau of Engineering
‘William g Riley, Chief
Bureau of Environmental Services
) Jamaa M. irvin, Chisf
Bureau of Facilities
John Zitnyar, Chief .
Bureau of Highways
Granville W. Wehiand, Chief :
Bureau .of Inspections, Licenses, and Permits
M. Robert Gemmill, Chief

DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS of HOWARD COUNTY ~ Bureau of Utiities
3430 COURT HOUSE DRIVE, ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043 ' Robert M. Beringer. Chiof

GEORGE F. NEIMEYER -
DIRECTOR
982-2400

Deaf TDD Number 992-2323

November 18, 1983
" MEMORANDUM ..

TO: . Dr. Joyce M. Boyd
: County Health Officer

FROM: Gedyge‘F.,Neimeyer
: Director

SUBJECT: Public Sewer Service for Annetta Gardens

This memorandum is in response to your request for information
regardlng the above subject and the condemnation of Mr. Ellis' septic system.
Your questions and our answers are listed below:

' What is the present schedule for public sewer service for
Annetta Gardens? '

Answer: Public sewer service will be provided upon the com-

pletion of construction of sanitary sewers under Capital Project S-6053
Dorsey Run Interceptor and Collectors as well as completion of Capital
Project $-6071 Dorsey Run Pump Station, Force Main, Interceptor and Collec-
tors.” The County is trying to get Federal and State funding for the two
capital projects. Sewage treatment in the Dorsey Run drainage area is
limited to 108,000 gallons at .the State House of Correction facility. At the
present time, this capacity is either being utilized or has been. allocated.
-The County has been planning to divert all the sewage in the Dorsey Run
drainage area to the Little Patuxent Wastewater Treatment Plant at Savage.
Capital Project $-6071 has been under way for a number of years. Construction
of the pump station was not previously approved for Federal and State grant
funding assistarice because of the desire to have the facilities plan com-
pleted. The County went ahead with the program funding, grant applicationm,
grant approval, and started the facilities plan, but the County could not
complete the facilities plan because the State of Maryland did not have
water quality standards for the Little Patuxent River. By the time the
State of Maryland established those standards, it was necessary for the

~ County to revise the facilities plan. When the County submitted an appli-
cation to the State Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to amend the
grant for the facilities plan, it took the State 14 months to process and
approve the grant amendment. We are now revising the facilities plan, and
the scheduled submittal date to the State is January, 1985 which allows time
for public participation required by the law. We expect that the facilities
facilities plan will be approved, after State and Federal review of the
facilities plan plus additional information required by that review, in
January, 1986. The grant applicaiton for Capital PrOJects $-6053 and
S-6071 w111 be processed thereafter.

WASTE-NOT @ RECYCLE |




November 18, 1983
Page 2 -

Dr. Joyce M. Boyd .
Subject: Public Sewer Service for Annetta Gardens

. Two scheddles; with and without Federal and State funding

assistance, are shown:

Item

Without Grant

Capital Project $~6053

Design completion
Land acquisition completion

Grant funding approval
& signatures

Permits
Bid and award
Construction

In service

Capital Project S$-6071

- Design completion

Land acquisition completion

Grant fun ding approval
& signatures ‘

Permits
Bid and award
Construction

In service

8/1/84-11/1/84
10/15/86-1/15/87
1/15/86-1/15/88

5/15/88

7/1/84

12/1/83

10/15/86

' 7/1/84-11/1/84

10/15/86-2/15/87

2/15/87-5/15/88

5/15/88

Wfﬁh Grant .

Funding " Funding .
8/1/84 8/1/84
4/1/85 4/1/85
10/15/86 - -

8/1/84-11/1/84
8/1/85-6/30/85
7/1/85-7/1/86

7/1/86

7/1/84

12/1/83

7/1/84-11/1/84
11/1/84-3/1/85
3/1/85-6/1/86

6/1/86




Dr. Joyce M. Boyd - ' November 18, 1983
Subject: Public Sewer Service for Annetta Gardens Page 3

2. Can the schedule be accelerated, and if so, by what means?

Answer: The schedule is being accelerated by designing and
acquiring the necessary rights of way while the facilities plan is being re-
vised. The Department has stated that when the design, land acquisition
and permit process is complete, the Department will review the grant funding
status and make recommendations to the County Executive on whether to wait
for the grant funding or to proceed with only County fundlng

3. Do any alternatives to the public sewer system exist?

Answer: Alternatives to the public sewer system are on site
disposal which are under your department. Presently on site disposal is
limited to septic systems although a number of 1nnovat1ve technical alterna-
tives are available.

4, What happened'to the proposal by Dr. Boyd for a private com-
munity sewer system as stated in her memorandum dated August 3, 19797

Answer: In August, 1979, the Department of Public Works was
proceeding with the facilities plan. The Fiscal Year 1980 Capital Budget
was effective in July, and Capital Project 8-6053 was part of the Five Year '
Capital Improvement Program. The water main 1n Lark Brown Road and Allen '
Lane was under construction. :

wyy pt s

The Annetta Gradens community is similar to other communities "
in having a small number of houses, some of which are exper1enc1ng failing =:
septic systems. Installing a package sewage treatment plant is not the g
correct solution as the County then would have a number of package sewage
treatment plants without having the interceptor sewers constructed. Then
future subdivisions would be built on septic systems which, when the septic
systems fail, the County either would install more package plants or would
construct the interceptor sewers. Package plants require an NPDES permit
from the State and a site must be acquired. Also, package plants are

expensive to operate and maintain.

GFN/Ba T
cc: Todd Taylor R XM\A» . F Mnm ]
William E. Riley - } ’)
James M. Irvin ka%ﬁe F. Neimeyer
Allen S. Brown - ' !

L2A12/14
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__THE ATTACHED PAPERS ARE REFERRED
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FOR THE PURPOSE INDICATED BY THE CHECK

Please note and file

Please note and return to me

Please note and see me about this
Please answer sending me copy of your letter
Please prepare reply for my signature
To be signed

For your information

Immediate action desired

Your comments, please

For your appropriate action

For your approval

Per your request

For distribution
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&ovember !8 1983

are shown:

: ;Item S

vCagltal Prcject §=6053

Desxgn complet1on

Lend acquisition completlon -

" .Grant fundxng approval
- & signatures

Peruits.
Bid and ewerd
Construction

In service

- Capitel Project §-6071

Desigr conmpleticn
. Lané_acquisition'com¢letion

Grant fun ding epyraval
& signatures

Permites
~ "Bid ‘and gward

onstructicn

Two échédules;

vith and vithoﬁt Federal end State funding -

" With Grant

4‘3 :

‘¥ithout Cranmt

A'ﬁmdhg Funding
8/1/8s B1/84
f«g/lles' | &/1/8%
10/15/86 -
8/1/84-11/1/64 - B/1/e&-11/1/86
10/15/86-1/15/67  4/1/85-6/30/85
1/15/26=1/15/88  7/1/85-1/1/86
5/15/28 1/1/8¢
© 1184 91784
12/1/83 12/1/83
16/15/86 --
7/1/ﬂA~11/1/24 - 7/1/8&-11/1/&4
_'10/1 /ee-z/xs/s7~ 1 11/1/84—3/1/85
z/15/s7~5/15/as 3/1/85-6/1/86
. 5/15/&? 6/1/86
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- pr. Joyce M. Soyd s - ' Kovember 18, 1983
- Sgbject: Public Sever service for’ Anuetta Gardens ' ' o

2, Csn the scheduié:ba‘eacélerated“ ané‘if so‘ by ﬁbét-nﬂaﬁe?

: - Answer: 1%: schedule is being ncceletated ty designing and
acquiring the necessary rxghts of wey while the facilities plan is being re=-
vised. The Department has stated that when the design, land acquisition

. snd perwit process is complete, the Department will review the grant funding
_status snd meke recommendations to the County Executive on vwhether to wait
for the grant fundxng or to ptoceed wzch enly COLnty fundxng.

‘3.~ Do any alternatxves to the publlc sever eyetem exist?

. : - Answver: Alternat:ves to che public sewer systev pre on site
- disposal which are under your depsrtwent. Prespntly on gite disposal is
limited to peptic systems although 8 number ef innovatxve techuxcal alterna—.
';txves ere avaxlable. -

. ?ﬁ. ¥hat happened to the prnposal by Dr. Boyd for a prlvete com=
mun:ty sever system as stated in her wemorandum dsted August 3, 19797

_ Ansuer' In Auvust, 1979 the Bepartment af Publxc Works wes

_proceediog with the facilities plen. The Fiscal Yeer 1880 Cepital Pudget

- was effective in July. snd Capital Prcject $-60S53 wae part of the Five Year

 Capitsl Improvewent Progrem. 7The wster m2irn in Lark Browm Road end Allen
Lane was under construction. ' : : 3 T

.The Annette Gradens cemmunity ie sx&llar to other cammuuities
 1n heving a small number of houses, some of which are experienmcing failing
" septic aysteaa. Iustalling & package sewspe treatment plant is not the
correct selution as the County then would have a number of packspe sevage
_treatment plants vithout havipg the interceptor sewers constructed. Ther
future subdivieions would be built orn eeptic esystems which, when the septic
systems fail, the County either would install more package plants or would |
construct the interceptor sewers. Fackepe plents require am NPDES permlt
from the State and 2 site must be acquired. Algo, package plants sre
expensive to operate andé mointain. - ' B :

7m

Willxam E. Rzlev
James M. Irvin
“Allen S. " Brown -
"LZA12/14




JOYCE M. BOYD, M.0., M.P.N. ' {/ \ BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER . f ,

TIBER PLACE
83088 FORREST STREET
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043
TELEPHONE: 992-2330

November 8, 1983

Mr. F. Todd Taylor, Jr., Esquire
Assistant County Solicitor

THROUGH: Mr. Fred Frommelt
Acting Director, Community Hygiene Program

Charles B. Streaker, Sanitarian
Community Hygiene Program

Howard County Health Department vs. Charles E. Ellis
Questionnaire of October 28, 1983

Utility Division is researching questions number 1 to 4. Question number 5 infor-

mation is presented here. The Health Department estimates a 1000 gallon sealed

septic tank unit with a manhole cover and/or alarm device or float alert device to

cost $1,300 to $1,500 dollars. The cost of emptying same approximately’ $55 per

scavenger load. Note larger units would probably cost more and/or if field prob-

lems such as water and/or rock were encountered in installing a sealed unit, the

cost would be more for initial installation. If the existing tank is approved for

use as a sealed unit estimated cost would be approximately $350 for conversion. “

C’&j{S:hs
H/,?fXg |

Mr. Allen Brown of the Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering -
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HOWARD COUNTY OFFICE OF mece
P.0. BOX: 1"92 ELMCOTT CITY, MARVt.AND 21043

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: DIRSCTOR OF FINANCE, HOWARD COUNTY'

RETURN THIS COPY WITH YOUR REMITTANCE
if receipt is desired, return both copies of bill with self-addressed, stamped envelope.’

Bils may be paid st Oftice of Finance from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM — closed Sat ACCOUNT NO -
DUPLICATE BILLING 37-04-1760
PAY NET AMOUNT BY:  September 50, 1983 NET AMOUNT
TELEPHONE $8 70
NO. .
BILLING Charles Ellis ' ,
992-2058 6608 Allen Lane
SERVICE v Columbia, Maryland 21045
992-2366 L N . GROSS AMOUNT -
’ PAY GROSS AMOUNT AFTER: Septerhber 30,1983, $9.57

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION




s

WATER AND SEWER BILL

HOWARD COUNTY OFFICE OF FINANCE
P.O. BOX 192, ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043

PLEASE RETAIN THIS PORTION FOR YOUR RECORDS

WATER CHARGES | SEWER CHARGES OTHER
= $8.70 $.00 $.00
ACCOUNT NO. PROPERTY ADDRESS
37-04-1760 6608 Allen Lane
§ NET AMOUNT DATE AND METER READING
z 870 7/19/83 10/19/83
<™ CoDE FROM T0
& 198 211
PREVIOUS PRESENT

.| WATER CONSUMPTION

(INGALLONS) 9,725

AVERAGE GALLONS
DAILY WATER USE:

THIS QUARTER

CONSERVATION GOAL

65 GALLONS PER DAY
PER HOUSEHOLD MEMBER

FOR WATER CONSERVATION
INFORMATION CALL:

BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES: 992-2386
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dd your address in the “REI’URN TO" space

® SERDER: Completattems1 2,3,an Ny

2] . on reverse. > -
g (CONSULT POSTMANEA FOR FEES)
g 1. The followmg service is requested (check one).
_D Show to whom and date delivered .........covener. —
* [ Show to whom, date, and address of delivery.. ¢
2.[J RESTRICTED DELIVERY —
(The restricted delivery fee is charged in addition to
-3 the return receipt fee.)
TOTAL §

3. ARTICLE ADDRESSED TO:
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Ellis
6608 Allen Lane

Columbia, Maryland 21045

4. TYPE OF SERVICE: ARTICLE NUMBER
[ recisterep ] NSURED
ClcermiFied  [Jcoo ‘
[l expaess maiL 4557801

{Always obtain signature of addressee or agent)

I have received the article described above.
SIGNATURE  [] Addressee [ Authorized agent

- mﬁ%’ T/ E3

6. ADDRESSEE'S ADDRESS (Only if requested) -

/zf/j ()l WA ‘:*‘:.\\

VYN Q2141LHID GNV AIUASNI ‘GIALSIDIY 'LASOIM MUNLIY

7. UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE. Q EMPLOYEE'S %‘x- '
'1 <FJ ;/ Eg g? _I,:
i q 3 By 8 '




e

: UNWEDSTATESPOSTALSERWCE
i {OFFICIAL BUSINESS

i USE'TO AVOID PAYMENT
; {7.» s SFNDER INSTRUCTIONS
Print your nginie, address, and ZIP Code in the space befow. OF POSTAGE, $300
a D A bm}.ﬁﬁ%&t’uumtem&
3 “ , ) nt o $pace pemn,
MM to back of articte.
273+ Endores “-‘Retum Recolpt Requested”

g

«TO

RE'TURN ™

Howard County Health Department

(Name of Sender)
Bureau of Environmental Health

P. O. Box 476
(Street or P.O. Box)

Ellicott City, Maryland 21Q43
(City, State, and ZIP Code)
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- Hofoard County, Margland
- Office of Lato
3430 Qourt House Brive
ﬁlli:nh Qity, Margland 21ﬂ4_3 '
0 (301)982-2100 "
Timathy §. el  october 28, 1983
@ounty Solicitor ) . s -

, s
TO: Dr. Joyce Boyd -,
Health Department ‘ —

FROM: F. Todd Taylor, Jr., ('\/ o
Assistant County Solicitor e

RE: ~ Howard County Health Department vs. HE
Charles E. Ellis » =

At the hearing on the appeal of the Health Department
order in this matter, the Health Board requested the recéord
" be supplemented with the following information.

1. -What'ié‘the present schedule forvthe'availability
of the public sewer system to Annetta Gardens? )

2. Can the schedule for the delivery of that service
be accelerated? - : .

3. Do any alternatives to the public sewer system exist?

A 4., Whaf happened to the proposal of Dr. BoYd for a
private community sewer system mentioned in her letter to
J. Hugh Nichols on August 3, 19792 '

-~ 5. How much would it cost to convert the Ellis system
to a sealed septic tank and what would the monthly maintenance
costs be? : o

I would appreciate your assistance in compiling the

information necessary to frame a response to the Health
Beard's questions. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.

FTT:clb




. ?.Hninarhi(ﬂnuntg, Cﬁﬁarglanh
| Bifice of Lato

3430 Qourt House Brive
llicott Qity, Marglarid 21043
L 4

(301) 892-2100

o
NS

Timathy X. Wilih - " October 28, 1983

Qenaty Boliziter

"TO: Dr.‘Joyce Boyd
' Health Department

FROM: F. Todd Taylor, Jr., /1‘/ _

Assistant County Solicitor

RE: Howard County Health Department vs.
‘ Charles E. Ellis

At the hearing oh the appeal of the Health,Department
- order in this matter, the Health Board requested the record
be supplemented with the following information.

1. What is the present schedule for the availability
of the public sewer system to Annetta Gardens?

. 2. Can the schedule for the delivery of that service
be: accelerated?

3. Do any“alternatives to the public sewer system exist?

4. What happened to the proposal of Dr. Boyd for a
private community sewer system mentioned in her letter to
J. Hugh Nichols on August 3, 1979? ‘ :

5. How much would it cost to convert the Ellis system
to a sealed septic tank and what would the monthly maintenance
costs be? o

I would appreciate‘youf assistance in compiling the

information necessary to frame a response to the Health
Board's questions. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.

FTT:clb
< fre FRommelT



an_ixnig QInunti‘IA of Hofoard County

GEORGE HOWARD BUILDING
, 3430 COURT HOUSE DRIVE
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043-4392

992.2001 - '
COUNCILMEMBERS
Ruth Keeton _ Eugene Weiss
Chairperson ) . ' ‘ . R Executive Secretary .
Elizabeth Bobo k , , : - Jeanne E. Stephens
Vice Chairperson : o ) Administrative Assistant
James H. Clark , » ' ‘ '

| Jeanne Johnson
C. Vernon Gray " County Auditor

Lioyd Knowles

BOARD OF HEALTH

Banneker Hearing Room
7:00 P.M.

PUBLIC MEETING & HEARING

1. The Board will consider any health-related issues which may be presented
-by members of the public. o

2. The Board will then hear the appeal by Mr. Charles Ellis from the Health
. Department order to install a sealed tank on the septic system located at

- MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1983 | '
|
€608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Maryland 21045. ‘
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ATTENTTION HOME OWNERS

THERE WILL BE A MEETING WITH HowARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPA RTMENT
AND HOWARD COUNTY BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS REPRESENTATIVES ON
-FJUNE 29, 1983 AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE HOME OF MR. AND MRS. RALPH
HOLBROOK 6612 ALLEN LANE, ANNETTA GARDENS FOR THE 'EXPRESS -
PURPOSE TO DISCUSS THE PROBLEM OF SEWAGE IN OUR AREA.
NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE,TO PIN THE COUNTY. DOWN TO

A TARGET DATE OF OUR AREA,RECEIVING SEVAGE BUT TO DATE THAT -
,-HAS'NOT BEEN ACCOMPLISHED, | |

WE ARE HOPING THAT ALL coNCERNEb CITIZENS AND HOME OWNERSV

© WILL BE PRESENT FOR THIS MEETING. SEWAGE IS A PROBLEM WE ALL

" FACE IF OUR PRESENT S¥STEMS ﬁREAK‘DOWN.' WE MUST EITHER REPAIR

fHEM OR LET THE SEWAGE RUN ON THE GROUND. PLEASE COME AND AIR

YOUR VIEWS TO THE COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES.
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JOYCE M. 80YD, K.0., M.P.Y. - BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

GOUNTY HEALTH OFFICER 830881' EOERRREE";CSFTREET
'ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043
) TELEPHONE: 982-2330
August 10, 1983
TO: - Mr, Timothy E. Welsh,

County Solicitor

FROM: Charles B. Streaker, Sanitarian
Community Hygiene Program

SUBJECT: Repair of septic system by order to a sealed unit at
6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, MD 121045

The subject property was ordered by the Howard County Health Department.
to repair on July 13, 1983.  As of this date the property owner has failed
to comply with the HealthﬂDepartment's order.

The attéched correspondence, and/or visits and numerous phone calls to
the owner represents this Department's efforts to assist with' implementing
Section 12 of the Howard County Code. :

-The Health Department's efforts at this date have not been answered in
writing and/or by corrections at the site,

I request that your office review the matter and take the appropriate

actions in order that a summons may be secured for the owner to appear at
District Court.

chd.

CBS:ag

iyl ot Bd; o] Bl S o
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CWOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

,?&WHME%

JOYGE B2, BOVD, .9, (4.5

A A (52 i N1Y FLY e o
COUNTY HEALTH DO FICER) BUREAU OF ENVIRONMEMNTAL HMEALTH

TIRER PLAGE
L5088 FORREDY STRERT
ELLICOTT CITY, HARYLAND 21043
TELEPHONE: §82.2330

July 13, 1983

Mr. and Mrs. naxlﬁs E. El;as
6508 Allen Lane - ‘
Columbie, Msryland 21045

Dear Hr. and Mrs. Ellis:

on July 7, 1982, while investigating a a complaint concerning a condition al-
legedly hazardous to health, I inspected youyr property known as Lot 3, Parcel 475,
Tax Mep 37; lecated at 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Maryiand.

During that inspection I observed an cpen hole which was noted as having in-

sufficient area for repair of tﬁu ax @fin; septic system due to clay and/or satura-
ted shallow sand or graVﬂJ layers, ‘

At that time Y met with Mr. Charles ¥1lis and discussed the proplem. He was

informasd that the heﬁl - h Deperumen; had observed the problem.

As the present overfIGWLng c@ptrc system creates a condition whlch I, or may
be hazardous to the public hezlth, you are hereby ordered to do ons of the fol
ing since pumping of the existing systen has noi stopped the sewage efflusnt frum
’breakzng cut onto the surface: (1) Seal the existing concrete tank and pup ore
(2)  Install & new concrete holding tenk and pump same until public
a/u¢1“blw within ten (JG) days of receipt of this lettér.

Low-

awar becomes

If you bpliove that the condition described ahove is not and could not be a
hazard to health, or that the Health Depar;ment is not acting in compliance with
pertinent laws and regulations, you may request a formal hearing before the Board
of Health within ten (10) days of receipt of this letter. If you wish to discuss
the evidence, the regulations, or your individual circumstances,, you are encoy-

raged to regurst a meeting with us by hdl71ng $92-2330 and scheduling an appoint~
M.zwwmm&wwwmp i
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles . E. Fllis -2 - July 13, 1983

If you fail to respond to or comply with this order, we will, through due
process, secure a summcns for you to appear at Pistrict Court for trial. Failure
te appear for trial will result in a warrant being issued for your arrest.

The policy of the Health Department is to cooperate with the citizens of- the
County in seeking solutions to public health problems. If voluntary compliance
is not successful, we are required to take necessary action to protect the health
and safety of our citizens. We hope you will agree that the corrective actions
are reasonable, prudent, and Iin the best interests of all concernéed.

Tn closing, may I restate our willingness to discuss the problem. Please
feel free to contact us.

Very truly yours,

<¥., Charles B, Streaker, Sanitarian
? ' » Community Hygiene Program

CRS:hs
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® SENDER: Complete Keuis 1, 2, 3,

Add your address in the “RETURN TO" space
on reverse.
(CONSULT POSTMASTER FON’FEES)

1. The following service is requested (check ong). )
[ Show to whom and date delivered .................... —C
[ Show to whom, date, and address of delivery.. __¢

2.[J RESTRICTED DELIVERY —e

(The restricted delivery fee is charged in addition to

the return receipt fee.) ERSU A
' N
! TOTAL 8

3. ARTICLE ADDRESSED TO:

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Ellis
6608 Allen Lane

Columbia, Maryland 21045

4. TYPE OF SERVICE: | ARTICLE NUMBER
[J recisTeren []msunen
Llcermren - []cop 4557784
O] exeress maiL '

(Always obtain sighature of addressee or agent)

I have received the article descnbed above r

7. UNABLE TO DELIVER BECAUSE:




UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

T PENALTY FOR PRIVATE
SENDER INSTRUCTIONS \ USE TQ AVOID PAYMENT

F POSTAGE, $3
Print your name, address, and ZIP Code In the space below. OF POSTAGE, $300
Complate items 1, 2, 3, 2nd 4 on the reverse.
o Altachtofront ol article If space permits,
otherwise afilx to back of articte
¢ Endorse article “Retum Reeelpl Requesled
adjacent to number.

;

RETURN',' |
0 Y
~$? .

> v
,7 Howard County Health Department

4 l (Name of Sender)
q ' Bureau of Environmental Health
i

) P. O. Box 476

N
(Street or P.O. Box)

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

(City, State, and ZIP Code)
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DEPARTMENT

JOYCE M. BOYD, M.O., M.P.H,

BUREAU.OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
COUNTY NEALTH OFFICER

TIBER PLACE
83068 FORREST STREET
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043
TELEPHONE: 9922330

3%

June 16, 1983

Mr. and Mrs. Cbarles E. Ellis
6608 Allen Lane
.. Columbia, Maryland 21045

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Ellis:

On June 6, 1983, while investigating a complaint concerning a condition al-
legedly hazardous to health, I inspected your property known as Lot '3, Parcel 475,
Tax Map 37 located at: 6608 Allen Lane, Columbia, Maryland.

During that inspection I observed an aﬁpa#ent'failing septic system possibly
in the front yard area near the driveway and public road.

As the apparent failing septic system creates a condition which is, or may be

I hazardous to the public health, you are hereby ordered to repair ‘the system within
. .ten (10) days of receipt of this letter. To abate this unhealthy nuisance. you
ot must:

(1) Secure a permit to repair the system. The fee for this permit
‘ ‘is $10.00.

(2) Have the ground opened up for 1nspect10n so Sanitarian can re-
commend the repair system.,

(3) Have the system repaired and inspected and appr@ved by the
Health Department.

If you believe that the condition described above is not and could not be a
hazard to health, or that the Health Department :is not acting in compliance with
pertinent laws -and regulations, you may request a formal hearing before the Board
of Health within ten (10) days of receipt of this letter. 'If you wish to discuss
the evidence, the regulations, or your individual circumstances, you are encou-

raged to request & meeting with us by calling 992-2330 and uchedullng an appoint-
ment.




M. and Mrs. Charles E. Ellis - - 2 -  June 16, 1983

If you fall to respond to or comply with this order, we will, through due
process, secure a summons for you to appear at District Court for trial. Failure
to appeggﬁfor trial will result in a warrant being issued for your arrest.

) The investigation of this complaint'and the enforcement powers of the Health
Department are set forth in Section 12 of the Howard County Code, a copy of which
is available for your inspection at this office.

The policy of the Health Department is to cooperate with the citizens of the
County in seeking solutions to public health problems. If voluntary compliance
is not succéssful, we are required to take necessary action to protect the health
and safety of our citizens. We hope you will agree that the corrective actions
are reasonable, prudent, and in the best interests of all concerned.

In closing, may I restate our w1111ngness to discuss the problem. Please
feel free to contact us.

Véry truly yours,

C;fzn4/éia )5f.w&{£;{;hz4é£«7

Charles B. Streaker, Sanitarian
Community Hygiene Program

..EBSrhs



HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH:

JOYCE M. BOYD, M.D., M.P.H.
COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER °

.TO: o Dr. Joyce M. Boyd o
'County Health Offlcer

THROUGH : Mr, Fred Frommelt
Assistant Bureau Director
Env1ronmental Health Program

FROM s ééharles B Streaker
R Sanltarlan

RE: ’ Septic Sgstem —‘6608‘A11en Lane (Ellis)

#3178
DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
TIBER PLACE .
83068 FORREST STREET
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043
TELEPHONE: 992-2330 . * -

 June 10, 1983

_ Please be adv1sed a szmllar 51tuatlon presently ex1sts as- apparently existed
on or about June 28, 1979 per case correspondence of -the Ellis home at 6608 Allen

: Lane near Columbia. The present 1nstructlons are for the ‘EIlis'. to: ~ (1) conserve ’

‘-water, (2) lime necessary areas, and (3) pump thelr

' However, a: rev1ew of our August 3 1979 directive may be necessary at this
- time. Publlc -sewer is still not avallable accordlng to the Department of Publlc

Works.

- -"CBS:I?S

septlc system.

T
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Se&age Comﬁiaint

DATZ REPORTED June 26, 1979

’ JUE A . _ ] ] ‘ » (E:(.L,égs
., P.O.ADDRESS _,'6608 Allen Lane, Ellicott City, Md, TELEPHONE 7 79 — 192 < _
DIRECTIONS TO PROPERTY . ,ofk ot Porowwm zéc(.; ﬂ[f/_é‘l
/o
INFORMAsr\VMiI & Mrs. Larrick, next door neighbors, phone no. 799-5231
iStated that Mr. Ellis"septié system has been overflowing for Yéars‘into their yard,
i N R ' )
. Now it is almost impossible to cut grass in swale on their property because of this.
", CONDITION FCUND o
¥ i
o !
ACTION TAKEN 5@&;//74 M 4 /W gt W/ M& "/ 5 ;
: . |
|
- . - | 53
- \\ \i
f
/ ]

FINAL DISPOSITION
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OFFICE OF COUNTY EXECUTIVE .

GEORGE HOWARD BUILDING

J. 'HUCH NICHOLS August 10, 1979 3430 Courr House DRIVE
COUNTY EXECUTIVE . . . . ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043
. . o (301) 992-2011

Mrs. George Larrick,
6604 Allen Lane, )
Ellicott City, Md. 21043

Dear Mrs. Larrick:

I relayed your concern about an overflowing septic
system to both the Health Department and the Department of
Public Works. Enclosed is the response from the Health
Department which has also been provided to the Department
of Public Works. You were probably contacted by the -
Health Department officials when they were in the communlty
1n July. i

As the memorandum”points out, the short-term-
solution consists of managlng the current septic systems.
'In the meantime, the various departments will be investi-
gating alternative solutions until such time as public
sewer can be extended to the area.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY
_L;uﬂg pinat
J. ugh ‘Nichols
County Executive

-JHN :CBS

cc: Dr. Joyce Boyd
George Neimeyer

e
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- * HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

> T
B P

: P.O. BOX 476 4
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043

TELEPHONE: 992-2333

JOYCE M. BOYD. M.D.. MPH,
) DEPUTY STATE AND
COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER

August 3, 1979

TO: Mr. J. Hugh Nichols
) County Executive

FROM:  Joyce M. Boyd, M.D."Tf,‘j;]/u/—)) -

RE: Failing Septic System - 6608 Allen Lane (Ellis)

In regard to your request fqr information on the above problem,
on June 26, 1979 we received a complaint from Mr. George Larrick about the
Ellis® failing septic system. Mr. Broumberg, of this department, inspected
the property on June 28, 1979 and verbally ordered Mr. Ellis to manage the
overflow by pumping his septic system, applying lime, and by regular mowing
to control odor and-insects. Mr. Ellis has furnished proof that he is pump-
ing his system on an as needed basis.

A review of our records revealed that Mr. Ellis had applied for a
repair permit in January, 1973. Percolation tests at that time showed clay
ground with water at four to five feet. The sanitarian noted that the sys-
tem was nonrepairable; however, two 24 foot drain field trenches were in-
'stalled. These trenches failed almost immediately.

A survey of Allen Lane, July 12, 1979, reveéled that 40-50% of the
septic systems are currently in a state of failure, while 10% had failed
in the past. We anticipate that this pattern will continue in the future.

Our options at this time are limited. We may order a sealed .
holding tank to be installed at the Ellis residence or we can continue
to work with Mr. Ellis to develop water management technique and odor re-
ducing procedures. These alternatives each have disadvantages. Holding
tanks are expensive to install and maintain ($1,000 to $2,000 installation,
$45 to $180 monthly maintenance), while effective management requires super-
vision and monitoring. Monitoring could only be provided at the expense
of other projects. It is our experience that homeowners do not continue
to have sealed tanks serviced due to the high cost.

This ‘problem is not unique to Mr. Ellis or to Annetta Gardens.
Surveys provided to the Department of Public Works have shown that a signi-
ficant proportion of those homes not on public sewer in the southeast section
of the county have recently had séptic overflows or back-ups. It can be




a

M. J. Hugh Nichols -2 - , August 3, 1979

.
R

predicted with reasonable certainty that most of the remaining septic
The nature of the soil in

systems will expcrience similar problems.
this part of the county is inconsistent and generally not well suited

to septic systems.

Ssingling out Mr. Ellis for further enforcement would be in-
equitable. A policy of ordering sealed holding tanks in this area would
create undue financial hardship to.the residents of this portion of the
county and be contraproductive, as connections to the public sewer, which
will also be required when it becomes available, will be expensive.

The Annetta Gardéns area is identified in the Master Water and

Sewerage Plan as a problem area and in the Plan is scheduled for public
sewer in 6-10 years. Apparently, however, the actual time frame is much

longer than that.

A possible alternate solution would be for the County to install
a small community packaged sewage treatment system. These are much less
expensive than extension of the public sewer in some areas. However,
these systems would require daily service from Public Works and monitoring
from the Health Department and Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.

’ ' Thus, at this point, all that is available to us is counseling
residents in this area on how best to manage their present systems. .In
view of the long wait for extension of the present public sewer, we would
recommend that the Public Works Department consider installing the small

community treatment system.

-

JMB: £
cc: Mr. Allen C. Brown
Bureau of Engineering

Mr. George Neimeyer
Dept. of Public Works
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-~ J.HUGH NICHOLS .~

~ County Executive

© MEMO TO:

SUBJECT:

T had a telephone complalnt on June 27 from Mrs

Dffice of oty Fxecutive

George Howard Bulldmg
3430 Court House Drive

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

© 992-2011

June 28, 1979

Dr. Joyce Boyd

Falllng Septlc System at 6608 Allen Lane_— ElllS

George‘

:Larrlck (799 5231) at 6604 Allen Lane (Annetta Gardens) con--
cernlng an overflow1ng septic system from the property next

door, -that 'is running across the front of her lot.

When I

.called back, she gave me the house number (6608) and the name

(Ellls)

l Could you please follow up on the complaint?

Rl

"JHN/m

cc: George F. Neimeyer -

&
o
B “O .




April 30, 1979

Mr. Charles Ellis
6608 Allen Lane
Ellicott City, Md. 21043

Dear Mr. Ellis:

The Bureau of Envxronmental Health has received your receipt from o

Waterloo Sanitation Service and appreciates your compliance with our order
of March 27, 1979

We trust you will continue to service your septic systen routlnely
on an as needed basis. '

Very truly yours,

fichael M. Broumberg, Sanltarlan
Communlty Hygiene Program
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PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID
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. Received the numbered article described below.
, REGISTERED NoO, SIGNATURE OR NAME OF ADDRESSEE (Must always be filled in)

GEI}TIE‘ED~ NO.

By 75

S'INSURED NO,

s

?ATE DELIVERED SHOW WHERE DELIVERED (only if requested)

307

©55-~16—71548-10




HOWARD COUNTY

- HEALTH -
D E P A RT M E N T \’()/, (z “4’: I 199 COURT HOUSE DRIVE

.8 ‘ ELLICOTT CITY, MD. 21043
THEO. RsSHROP, M. D. M. P. H. o HOWA RD-5-5000 : |
HEALTH OF FICER : : N

% -

‘ g o ’ | : | - —February 28, 1969 .

MnﬁJthmumﬂhazlesmEllia

6608_Allen_hana_m,_u__=m
"Annetta Gardens'

k WW
Dear Mr. g Mps ja]js o e

It has been brought to our attention that there is a
sewage nuisance at the property owned and/®® cccupled by you at

6608 Allen Lane, Annetta Gardens, Ellicott City, Maryland.

An 1nvest1gation by this department on Eehznanx 26, 3959
conflrmed the fact that this is true.

© You are hereby notified to correct the above condition
within __30 days from receipt of this 1e+ter or .we Wlll be forced
to take legal action against you. : e

Should you have. any questions concerning the above,. please
- call me at HOward 5-5000, Ext. 57 or 58, preferably between 8150 and
9: OO A.M. .

: _ 'VeryAtruly‘yqursg

Donéld W, Monaghan, . lf
Sanitarian '

. bl mé’% atl et b :
| z:/w/iw g @'MW W/é /” .
% | ) ’7k94440?f /ée/ 7m;¢926/¢Q44X4“4 QﬁﬂZ?Z(

IN REPLY PLEASE ADDRESS THE HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT RATHER THAN AN INDIVIDUAL



November 8, 1972

Mr. Charles Ellis

660¥Allen Lane

"Annetta Gardens"

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Dear Mr. Ellis:

Section 12,204 of the Howard County Code states: "The Board of Health,
the County Health Officer, Sanitarian or his representative, shall take
cognizance of all conditions dangerous to health and may on their own
initiative institute an investigation."

On Friday, November 3, 1972, the investigation revealed an dverflowing
sewage disposal system on the property owned by you at 660 Allen Lane,
Ellicott City, Maryland.

In my capacity as a Sanltarldn, with the Howard County Health Departe-
ment, I have determined that this overflowing sewage is of such a con-
dition that it creates a public nuisance which endangers the public
health,

To abate this unhealthy nuisance you must:
1. Secure a permit to repair the system.

2. Have ground opened up for inspection so Sanitarian can
recommend the repair system.
i
3., Have the system repaired and inspected and approved by the
Health Department. ‘

You must comply with the provisions of this notice within thirty (30)
days from the date of this notice, or apply to the Executive Secretary
of the Board of Health for a hearing within ten (10) days from the
date of this notice. If you do not apply for a hearing within the
prescribed time and, if, you do not comply with this directive a
summons will be issued directing you to appear before the District

" Court of Howard County for a trial.

I a@/gg ‘osing an exact copy of the law and penalties that may apply
in youp” case.

/9-7/- 72 , ‘

7/3 (24 é(éu aj((’/
é%wywxxwviﬂun527f
-p¢w¢ccc \;&7

Very truly yours,

, Donald W. Monaghan,
DWM:hs Sanitarian
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SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM

MARYLANEJ STATE DEPARTMENT OF HE’ALTH
HDWARQ COUNTY ‘

E:.LLIC.OTT CITY

EX&@ - DISTRICT__ g

L, DATE._5/23/60
altexr Wmﬂi“f RIS _IS PERMITTED TO INSTALLE. . ALTER

ADDREs,s____...___me S DR o PHONE SRR

A SEWAGE DISPOSAL»SYSTEM}V OCATED AT 0 - - L ‘

SUBDN!S\?N (’ ? j

PROPERTY owszarg L Waiaorﬁ.uﬁmm.Inc. g _ 3 » )
ADDRESS, - j.m“‘? ’
SPECIFICATIONS
'DRAIN FIELD_X ___ DEPTH FEET, BOTTOM AREAZ._ Edn SQ. FT.~
.SEEPAGE PITS ABSORBENT SIIIDE;-WALL‘ -AREA- _sq. FT.
‘sspﬂé "‘!"ANKkCAPACiTY 530 GALLONS

FOR GARBAGE GRiNDER, AINCREASE DISPOSAL AREA‘ 22% & TANK CAPACITY 80%.

OTHER Locate i }?@Hr ‘of. hmma, _Irenches om—£fea H‘e'bﬂ' ”(E’ea)ling.“‘}'

ummm;m,_g,p
____mmpﬁxj;y‘} Aﬂ"‘&’w& Mw ,/?‘féa 4{»{) fﬁm)‘r‘g M /gfﬁ ,ﬂ quﬁ

PLANS APPROVED av - DATE__ z./fm/r.\n IR

FiLL SEPTIC TANK AND msTmaUTloN BOX WITH WATER BEFORE CALl ING FOR. AN !NSPECTION. COVER NO WORK -
UNTIL INSPECTED AND APPROVED.

NEITHER THE HOWARD COUNTY COMMIS‘»IONERS NOR THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT 18 RESPONS!BLE FOR THE
SUCCESSFUL _OPERATION OF ANY SYSTEM.

.

EpCCe
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doveuber 18, 1983

‘ Tﬁ: : inr; Joy§e‘H.1§oyd‘:“
. .Gounty Realth,Officer
ff'Fﬁgﬁz - - George F. ﬁe;meyer
o ~-i”gaurector : .

‘.SﬁBJEC?: 'Enbllc.Sewér Sarviée for Aﬁﬁetta Gerdens'

Thxs aemorandum is in response to yout request for inferaatxon
»regardxno the above sabject and the condemnation of Mr. Ellie' septic system.
Your questions and our. enswers are listed belou.

: 1. ﬁhat is the present schedule for publxc sewer service for
.Annetta Gardens? : _

: Ansver. Public gever service will be provaded upen tbe cow~
. pletion of construction of ssunitary sewers under Capital Project $=-6053
‘Dersey Run Intarcertor and Collecters as well as completion of Capitel
: ?towect 8=-5071 Dersav Run Pump Station, Force Main, Interceptor and Collec~

. tors. The County is tryimg to get Felerel snd State funding for the twe

: ca;xtnl 9rojects.' Sewage treatment 'in the Dorsey Run drainage area is .
lirited to 103 ,000 gallons at the State House of Correction fecility. At the
‘present tiwe, thia capacity ie either being vtilized or has been sllocated.
-The County has been planning to divert all the sewage in the Dorsey Run
ﬂéraxﬂaye area to the Little Patuxent Westeweter Trestment Plent &t Savaﬂe.

Cepital Preject 8=6071 has been under way for a number of years. Comstruction
“cof the pump station was mot previeusly spproved for Federal end etste grant
" funding assistance because of the desire to have the facilities plan con~

f{’pleted The County vent ahead with the progrem funding, gremt applxcatxaﬂ,T
grant approval, end sterted the facilities plan, but the County could mot |

‘corplete the facilitiee plan because the State of Maryland did mot bave
tet Guelity etandsrds for the Little Pataxent River. .By the time the -
te of Marylend established those etandards, it was necessary" for the
Qennty ‘t0 revige the facilities plan. When the County submit,éd aa,ayplx-
ation to the State Department. of Health end Mental Hygiere to @ :
,grant fer the facilitxes plen, it took the State 1& monthe to ,
‘' -approve the grent amendment.  We fre pow reviexng ‘the f&cilit1¢ﬂ‘plan.
. the echeduled submittel date to the Stete is Jamuary, 1985 whieh sllowe time
for public psrtictpation requirved by the lsw, Ve expect that the facilities
facilities plan will be spproved, efter State ané Federal review of the
. facilities plan plue #dditional information required by that review, in
- .January, 1986. The grent eppliceiton for Cepital Prc;ect& 8-60‘3 and '
5—6071 vill be prcccsaed thereaicar.rt e : .o .
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Carrie McCully

5

ast Wednesday night, the resi-
" .dents of Allen Lane pulled up
folding chairs beneath the spread--
ing branches of an oak tree in Ralph'and
Fay Holbrook’s backyard, and listened
to an engineer from the county’s public
. works department tell them why they
" still don’t have public sewer in Annetta
Gardens.- = . - U 0
* When the 13 residents were com-
- fortably seated in’a wide semicircle on
“the lawn, Allen Brown.took out his: '
charts and leaned them up againsi_ the
picnic table; where Mrs. Holbrook had
laid out iced tea and home-baked
cookies. - e R
/" “In the beginning,” said  Brown,
clearing his throat, making a little joke.
~No one laughed. Twenty minutes later,
aftér Brown sat down in his chair, there
_was a long silence. The' residents of
. Allen Lane stared at'Brown, hard.

777 don’t understand you, but I believe -
- you,” said Mr. Holbrook finally, cross- .
_ing his legs. There was another silence.
Mrs, Holbrook silently offered cookies
and tea. e
" The residents of Allen Lane, and most
* of the residents on the adjoining Lark.
_-Brown Road, want public_ sewer, Ac-
- cording to- newspaper accounts, ‘they -
~ were told several years ago that they
-would - be ‘freé. of .their troublesome
septic tanks by 1983, when they could
-hook up to the county’s sewer lines.’ '
. Last Wednesday night, county sewer '
spokesman Allen Brown told them they
. 'weren’t gding o get sewer this year or
" next. If evefything went right, he said
" they might-ge it by 1986. B
Meanwhile, many of the Annetta
‘Gardens residents are plagued with -
- septic ‘systems_that have cost them-
‘money to replace, and could cost them
money again t%ﬁgthé county’s sewer

eV -erde
residents .

“federal water quality standards forced

"'gra_nt money needed to-finish the plans,’
‘pump station that will eventually han-
dle the sewage from-Annetta Gardens -

~ isn’t” éven in the':“fundable range” -

 get the monéy to finish the plans:”

" the difficulty of obtaining * property -

" right-of-ways for running the pipes. He
‘could tear ‘your-hair out.”

- paying sewer taxes if they don’t have

: The residents would also have to. pay
‘additional-aid-of-construction fees once .

- homes. Then they must pay to hook up
- to the line once it's-in front of theit -

said Brown, the Allen Lane residents

- septic tanks. And others, like Charles :

ik

Foodh % 06 B

|

aQ

- Two factors have slowed expansion of -
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Until the county gets the grants to
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A metal septic tank doesn’t last
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uid “info an’ absorbent soil. With a

‘saturated soil, the residents are bound
to-have problems.
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-Chronology - Charles Ellis Case (Continued) page 3

Addendum
11/07/84
11/19/84
11/21/84

1/25/85

Evidence of continued seepage along road observed.

‘Evidence of continued seepage along road observed.

. Evidence of continued seepage albng road observed.

Snow cover prevents inspection of area of overflow.
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