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Howard County
Health Department

Penny E. Borenstein, M.D., M.P.H., Health Officer

September 29, 2006

Joseph Jadwick
13998 Bumtwoods Road
Glenelg, MD 21737

RE: Well Sealing
13998 Burntwoods Road

Dear Mr. Jadwick:

During the repair of your septic system earlier this year it was discovered that you apparently have
an abandoned pit well in the rear of your house. According to Code of Maryland 26.04.04, it is required
that any well that has been permanently disconnected from service must be sealed.

This sealing process helps to prevent contaminants from entering any underground aquifers that
were supplying your old well with water and thus potentially polluting them. These aquifers can extend
for long distances. So anyone in your area, including you, could end up drinking something that has
entered the aquifer through your unused well. This is why we stress that unusable, unneeded or
improperly maintained wells be sealed.

A licensed well driller should perform the well sealing process because they have the proper
equipment and knowledge to do the job correctly. This primarily involves filling the well with clean
gravel and cement or bentonite. The driller will then fill out an abandonment report that goes to our
office and the Maryland Department of the Environment so that all parties concerned know that the well
is no longer a potential source of groundwater contamination. If a well driller is unavailable, we may
allow you to seal the well yourself if the process is done during our supervision. This would require the
use of the proper preapproved materials and methods for the procedure and the scheduling of a time
period during which we can be available to be on site.

If you have any questions please call me at (410) 313-2643.

Slncerely,

Brian Baker, R.S.
Well and Septic Program
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