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December 20, 2024 
 
To: Jeffrey Fretwell 
 Water Quality Financing Administration 
 Maryland Department of the Environment 
 
 Canaan Valley Institute 
   
From: Jeff Williams 
 Deputy Director 
 
Re: BRF Proposal for connecting 3049 Hickorymede Ct to public sewer 
 
The Howard County Health Department has identified a property in Howard County that meets the five 
requirements of HB 57 to receive BRF money for connecting an existing house to an existing public 
sewer line. 
 
1.  THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE ONSITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IS 
DOCUMENTED BY THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND CONFIRMED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT;   
 

The Health Department has verified that the existing on-site sewage disposal system serving the 
single family dwelling on the property is in a failing condition. See the picture from Hatfields 
showing collapsed drywell in front yard. (Exhibit A). 

 
2.  IT CAN BE DEMONSTRATED THAT:  
 
A. THE REPLACEMENT OF THE ONSITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM WITH SERVICE 
TO AN EXISTING MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER FACILITY THAT IS ACHIEVING 
ENHANCED NUTRIENT REMOVAL LEVEL TREATMENT IS MORE COST-EFFECTIVE 
FOR NITROGEN REMOVAL THAN UPGRADING THE INDIVIDUAL ONSITE SEWAGE 
DISPOSAL SYSTEM; OR 
 
B. THE INDIVIDUAL REPLACEMENT OF THE ONSITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM IS 
NOT FEASIBLE;  
  

The Little Patuxent Wastewater Treatment Plant is currently constructed to meet to ENR 
standards.  Therefore, it is more cost effective per pound of nitrogen removal than installing a 
BAT on an on-site sewage disposal system.  The homeowner has received three (3) written quote 
packages (exhibit B) from contractors to make the connection.  The lowest quote is $12,980 from 
Hatfield equipment. The homeowner has paid the Howard County connection cost of $5100. 
(exhibit C). Additionally, connection to the public system is required by Howard County Code 
and installation of an on-site sewage disposal system would be inconsistent with the Howard 
County Master Plan for Water and Sewerage, and therefore, prohibited by COMAR 
26.04.02.02.J. 
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3.  THE PROJECT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE COUNTY’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND 
WATER AND SEWER MASTER PLAN;  
 

The Howard County Master Plan states that an individual sewerage system may not be installed 
on any parcel or lot where a public sewer system is adequate and available.  The public sewer 
system is adequate and available to this property. See the GIS map showing the sewer line in red 
(exhibit D)  
 

4.  THE ONSITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM WAS INSTALLED AS OF OCTOBER 1, 2008, 
AND THE PROPERTY THE SYSTEM SERVES IS LOCATED IN A PRIORITY FUNDING 
AREA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 5-7B-02 OF THE STATE FINANCE AND PROCUREMENT 
ARTICLE; AND  
 

The existing home was built before public sewer was available. The State Department of 
Assessment and Taxation Real Property Form indicates the house was built in 1972 (exhibit E). 
3049 Hickorymede Ct is within the Priority Funding Area. 

  
5. THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT HAS ADOPTED A POLICY OR PROCEDURE THAT WILL 
GUARANTEE THAT ANY FUTURE CONNECTION TO AN EXISTING MUNICIPAL 
WASTEWATER FACILITY THAT IS FUNDED UNDER PARAGRAPH (2)(I)1E OF THIS 
SUBSECTION WILL MEET ALL OF THE REQUIREMENTS UNDER THIS 
SUBPARAGRAPH.  
 

The Howard County public sewer line has already been constructed.  The connection will be for 
3049 Hickorymede Ct and no other homes will be connected to the sewer line house connection. 

 
The Howard County Health Department does not like to maintain financial data of Howard County 
citizens, so I have requested that the owner provide their taxable income information directly to Canaan 
Valley Institute.  Please feel free to contact me at (410) 313-1771 with any questions. 
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From: Ken Hatfield
To: Williams, Jeffrey
Subject: FW:
Date: Monday, December 16, 2024 4:15:53 PM

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or
attachments if you know the sender.]

Jeff , I have an elderly lady who tells me she doesn’t have the money to tie onto county sewer. The dry
well has failed and she needs the funding if it is available. Ginette Gaffney, 3049 Hickory Meade , Ellicott
City MD.    
 
Ken Hatfield, President
Hatfields Equipment and Dedication Services, Inc.
PO Box 519
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701
301-490-4289 x 101
410-984-0101 Cell
 
From: Ken Hatfield <hatfield4460@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2024 4:05 PM
To: Ken Hatfield <khatfield@hatfieldsequipment.com>
Subject:
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Sent from my iPhone
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-76.848673, 39.286397
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