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Bureau of Environmental Health

8930 Stanford Blvd | Columbia, MD 21045
HOWARD COUN ' ' 410.313.2640 - Voice/Relay
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 410.313.2648 - Fax |

1.866.313.6300 - Toll Free

Maura J. Rossman, M.D., Health Officer
~ August 8, 2018

Russ Spikes

Rolling Hills Baptist Church
11510 Johns Hopkins Road
Clarksville, MD 21029

~ Sent via email to: RUSSSPIKES@VERIZON.NET;
CAKEMAKERI1215@GMAIL.COM

RE: B18002420
11520 Johns Hopkins Road
Clarksville, MD 21029

Dear Mr. Spikes:

This letter is in response to building permit B18002420. The application describes a change in use from a
single family dwelling to an assisted living facility with 5 rooms and 5 clients. Upon review of the septic
record for this property, the record did not contain an approved percolation certification plan establishing
a septic disposal area for future septic system repairs.

According to Howard County Code Sec 3.803, there must be an approved percolation certification plan
establishing a septic disposal area for the property prior to health department approval of a building
permit. If one doesn’t exist, then it must be established. The process starts by completing an application
with fee and providing a perc test plan by an engineer. Once the test plan has been approved, a septic
contractor is hired by the home owner to dig the perc test holes using a full size backhoe. Please see
attached document for more information about perc test and plan requirements for developed lots.

In addition to an approved percolation certification plan, this office does not have record of the existing
septic system for the residence therefore; the system could not be certified. In order to evaluate the
system for adequacy, please have a septic contractor pump the septic tank plus drywell and document the
size and condition of both components (i.e. gallons, structural integrity plus drywell water depth &
dimensions) and provide a written report to the Health Department. Please note, if the septic system is
deemed inadequate or if the information is inconclusive, the system will have to be replaced prior to
building permit approval.

At this time, building permit approval has been placed on hold until this office has an approved
percolation cert plan and septic system meeting current requirements. Should you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully,

Hodt Cossall?

Hank Oswald, L.E.H.S

Bureau of Environmental Health
Well and Septic Program

Website: www.hchealth.org Facebook: ﬂww.facebook‘;com/hocohea!th Twitter: @HoCoHealth




Williams, Jeffrey

From: Nixon, Bert F

Sent: Monday, October 22, 2018 4:11 PM
To: Wilson, B Diane; Rossman, Maura
Cc: Werner, Therese

Subject: RE: Casa de Rosa

Hi Diane:

Playing catch up a bit — did have a good time away — thanks for asking.
I know that Jeff spoke with Therese and covered some of her questions.

| think what we will do next is to reach out directly to MDH (I think Office of Health Care Quality) to see what details
they can provide on the extent of their current operation and glean any details about length of time, number of residents
etc.

This may give us some means of evaluating waste water generation and perhaps limiting some of what we currently
believe we need to properly assess the current design. The age of this system and lack of information further complicate
this change of use request.

One of the bigger issues beyond this case will be trying to improve communication with MDH prior to them issuing
licenses of this nature without first consulting with us regarding wastewater capacities and capabilities. Otherwise, this
issue is bound to repeat itself here, and has already been a concern in other counties.

So let’s see what this produces, and then we will reassess what is next.
Thanks

Bert

From: Wilson, B Diane

Sent: Friday, October 19, 2018 3:57 PM
To: Nixon, Bert F; Rossman, Maura

Cc: Werner, Therese

Subject: FW: Casa de Rosa
Importance: High

Hi Bert,

Hope you had a good time away. These folks have a license from the State which | understand the State inspects
internally and HC inspections are environmental; she does not have the funds to pay for the perc test, engineer,
contractors, etc. Is there anything we can do for them? Is there a grant that they can apply for to cover these costs?
Just let me know what we do in these circumstances to work the businesses that provide this service. Is there any
“waiver of usage” that she is requesting?

Thanks,
Diane

From: Werner, Therese
Sent: Friday, October 19, 2018 3:31 PM



To: Wilson, B Diane <BDWilson@howardcountymd.gov>
Subject: Casa de Rosa |

Diane,

| spoke with Rose to get more information and let her know we are working on an answer for her. | also spoke with Jeff
Williams and the items they need to approve for an Assisted Living Rental license — or a change in Use are still the ones
in his previous email. This is what | have gathered...

La Casa de Rosa

They have an assisted living facility at 11520 John Hopkins Rd in Clarksville.

They have 5 residents living in the home who are low income or on Medicare.

They are on the same parcel at the Church next door

The Church rents them the house, so they have the rental license.

Casa de Rosa DOES have a license from the State HD for an assisted living. The state did not know HC had a
separate rental license for assisted living.

The worked with Don Mock to get up to standards for a rental home but not an assisted living rental. Upgraded
the smoke alarms and have 24hr. staff.

DILP did not make them get the sprinkler system.

When the Rental license came up for renewal, HoCo is saying they need an Assisted Living license therefore
need to be approved for a Change in Use.

The HoCo Health Dept will not give the approval until many items are investigated dealing with the septic such
as a perc test for sewage disposal and evaluate the existing disposal system.

For the HD to do these test, Casa de Rosa needs to hire an engineer or survey company to develop a test plan.
This involves hiring a contractor to dig holes in the property.

Then if the HD finds they are not to code on assorted items, they will need to have things upgraded.

They have the septic tank drained every 6mos. And will do it more often if necessary.

If they can continue to rent the house as a residential rental and not an Assisted living rental, this should all be
fine.

If it was a residential rental they could have up to 8 people living in the home.

Casa de Rosa is asking for a waiver on the usage.

They are willing to work with the County to stay in business for these people.

Therese Werner

Special Assistant to the Chief of Staff
Howard County Executive Office
3430 Courthouse Drive

Ellicott City, MD 21043
410-313-3938








