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Howard County
Health Department

Bureau of Environmental Health
7178 Columbia Gateway Drive, Columbia, MO 21046-2147

Main: 410-313-6300 | Fax: 410-313-6303
TDD 410-313-2323 | Toll Free 1-855-313-5300

www.hchealth.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/hocohealth

Twitter: HowardCoHealthDep

Maura J. Rossman, M.D., Health Officer

Date: August 28,2013

Omar El Sawi, owner/applicant
oelsawi@verizon.net

TO

{&FROM: Robert Bricker. REHS/R.S
Environmental Sanitarian, Well and Septic Program

RE Building Permit Application 813003097, 13886 Clarksville Pike; Percolation
Certification Plan required

Dear Mr. El Sawi-

The referenced building permit application cannot be approved by the Health Department
at this time. The Code of Maryland Annotated Regulations [COMAR, 26.04.02.02.D(4)] requires
the Approving Authority, i.e. the Health Department, to certiry existing on-site sewage disposal
and water supply systems prior to issuance ofa construction permit by the county. Furthermore,
Howard County Code [3.805(A)(2XX)] requires that each lot created prior to March 7972 have a

sewage disposal easement having "adequate area for an initial septic system and two 2 repairs".

The Howard County Health Department requires that you have an approved Percolation
Certification Plan. The content ofthis plan [Howard County Code 3.805] and the supporting data
serve as Health Department's justification for approving the current building permit application
(B13003097) and any subsequent buitding permit applications.

Percolation tests must be conducted in order to establish a septic easement. Usually the
percolation test data are compiled in a technical drawing by a Licensed Land Surveyor or
Professional Engineer, and submitted to the Health Department for approval.

Health Department records from April 17, 1964, indicate that a septic system would be
installed in "unsatisfactory ground" by the owner (at the time, Mr. Wiesinger). The Health
Department has no records indicating the location or characteristics ofthe septic system installed.
A field evaluation ofthe existing septic system will be required. Certification ofthe existing on-
site sewage disposal system is accomplished by exposing, and documenting the condition of, the
components ofthe septic system. Ifan existing distribution trench or dry well appears suitable for
continued use, a soil profile observation is dug nearby to describe and prove that an adequate soil
buffer extends 4 feet deeper [COMAR 26.04.02.04.C( I )] than the bottom ofthe trench or dry
well. An Environmental Sanitarian records data ofthese evaluations.

Please be advised that the existing septic tank is too near to the living area in the
residence. The septic tank will have to be relocated.

You may contact me at the Bureau of Environmental Health,4l0-313-1771 if you have
questions about these contents. Lists of excavation contractors and engineers or surveyors who
are known to offer their services in Howard Countv are attached with this notice.
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