
HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 72880 



November 30, 2020 

Jeff Williams, Program Supervisor 
Well and Septic Program 
Howard County Health Department 
.8930 Stanford Blvd. 
Columbia, MD 21045 .. 
Re: Brighton Mill, Lot 6 

Sewage Disposal Area setback variance request 

Mr. Williams: 

I am writing to request a variance from the Maryland Department of the Environment for the 
separation distance between my on-lot sewage disposal area, a short retaining wall, my common property 
line with the preservation parcel and to a future pool location. The initial sewage disposal system has 
been installed and the Engineer has designed the two future repair systems as shown on the attached plan. 
Per the Engineer, the percolation test results revealed a design that is very compact due to an application 
rate of 1.2, a depth to effective sidewall of 5.0', and a bottom trench depth of 8'. We plan on constructing 
the pool very soon and wish to modify the sewage disposal area to accommodate the pool design while 
still provide adequate future sewage disposal. 

Our design of the sewage disposal area does not negatively impact any other lots in the 
subdivision of Brighton Mill, in Howard County, Maryland. The design does not encroach into any well 
setbacks or setback to houses. The parcel behind our house is preservation parcel with a stream buffer, 
gas main easement and forest conservation in the area below our rear property line. 

Regarding the setback from the sewage disposal area to the swimming pool, the design has 
maintained a minimum distance of 20.0' from the face of the wall to the sewage disposal area below the 
wall where the retaining wall that supports the designed pool. This portion of the wall has a maximum 
height of7.0' and tapers down to a height of2.5'. The ground slopes in this area are designed at 4:1. The 
retaining wall and a small portion of the pool is closer than 20' to the sewage disposal area where the 
proposed sewage disposal area limits tie to the existing sewage disposal area limits. The southwestern 
corner of the pool and the retaining wall, 2.5' height at this location, are at 17.5' from the sewage disposal 
area. 

The retaining wall is shorter where is supports the patio and the distance between the sewage 
disposal area and the wall is less than 20'. Where the wall that supports the patio is 2.5' tall it is within 
4.5' of the sewage disposal area at the closest point. The wall decreases in height towards the deck stairs 
and is only a step down into the back yard when it gets to within 2.25' of the sewage disposal area. This 
is the area necessary to grade around the pool without grading into the septic disposal area. 

The setback from the sewage disposal area to the southern side property line was included in a 
previous waiver request. This revised percolation certification plan extends this area allowing a 
separation distance of 5.0' between the Property Line and sewage disposal area about 11' along the 
property line toward the rear of the lot. 

Additionally, this waiver requests a reduction to the setback between the rear property line and 
the sewage disposal area. The design shows a minimum distance of 5.0', a reduction of 5.0' from the 
required 10' setback. The rear property line is straight and could easily be surveyed in the future. The 
design of the future sewage disposal trenches shows a design that is not near this property line. This area 



is necessary to maintain the 10,000 sf minimum area of the sewage disposal area. This area is near 
passing percolation test P-27 and extends the sewage disposal area towards the passing percolation test. 

I appreciate your time and effort reviewing this request. If you have any questions or concerns 
please do not hesitate to contact us. You can also contact the Engineer, John Carney of Benchmark ,. 
Engineering, Inc., at 410-465-6105. 

~ 
Wilson and Vivian Chan, Owners 
13570 Broccolino Way 
Clarksville, MD 21029 

., 



BENCHMARK 
J&§l~@r:sBs·.~z.:§~w.\\ LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

ENGINEERING, INC. 
8480 Baltimore National Pike• Suite 315 • Ellicott City, Maryland 21043 

410-465-6105 410-465-6644 (Fax) 

.., 

To, · Uea ({h 72eft 

WE ARE SENDING YOU ~ched □ Under separate cover via ____ the following items 

□ Photocopies ~ nts D Originals · D Samples 

D Specifications □ invoices D Change Order D Other ___ _ 

COPIES of No. of SHEETS DESCRIPTION 

THESE ARE~RA SMITTED as checked below 

or Comment □ For your use 

· For Review □ As requested 

D For Approval 
D Other _____________ _ 

REMARKS: ~ 5 0 Vl 

COPY TO: ______________ _ 

RECEIVED BY: ------------------- SIGNED~~".'.\ 
H enclosures are not as noted, kindly notify us at once. 



Bureau of Environmental Health 
8930 Stanford Boulevard, Columbia, MD 21045 

Main: 410-313-2640 I Fax: 410-313-2648 
TDD 410-313-2323 I Toll Free 1-866-313-6300 

www.hchealth.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/hocohealth 

Twitter: HowardCoHealthDep 

Maura J. Rossman, M.D., Health Officer 

June 24, 2015 

General Waiver 

To: Environmental Health Specialists 
Bureau of Environmental Health 

From: Michael J. Davis Ii Q,&--, 
Assistant Director (} 

Re: General Waiver to waive to the ten (10) foot property line setback for sewage 
disposal areas in certain situations 

The ten (10) foot property line setback for sewage disposal areas on Pere Certification Plans is 
waived up to five (5) feet for additions, upgrades, and repairs. The general waiver also applies to 
BAT site plans for additions, upgrades, and repairs. Pere Certification Plans and BAT site plans 
shall have <1/fiote7ndicating that the property line or lines in that area must be professionally 
staked by a ~ed surveyor. · 



Williams, Jeffrey 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Steven Krieg -MDE- <steven.krieg@maryland.gov> 
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 10:52 AM 
Williams, Jeffrey 
Re: retaining wall setback 

[Note: Th is email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if 
you know the sender.] 

Jeff 

I guess my concern with these would be where the drainage through these walls goes, but as long as that drainage is not 
directed too much over the septic area, tanks or system, I don't have an issue w ith them and I wouldn't say it needs a 
variance from us. 

CHANGING 

Maryland 
FOR THE BETTER 

Steven Krieg, LEHS, REHS/RS 
Regional Consultant 

Water and Science Administration 
Maryland Department of the Environment 
1800 Washington Boulevard 
Baltimore, Maryland 21230 
steven.krieg@maryland.gov 
410-537-3680 (0) 

Website I Facebook I Twitter 

Click here to complete a three question customer experience survey. 

On Mon, Dec 14, 2020 at 2:43 PM Williams, Jeffrey <jewilliams@howardcountymd.gov> wrote : 

Hey Steve. I'm wondering how you want to handle issues related to retaining walls to SDAs in general and for this 
project attached. I've taken the stance that a large retaining wall should be setback 25' from an SDA under the 
interpretation that they are changing the grade and the wall is a steep slope. I have let up on that for very small 
retaining walls only a few feet high. In this case here, a retain ing wall will be 7.5' high upgrade of an SDA 20' away. It 
slopes down to 2' high and will be as close as 4' away as it goes. I'm ok with it. I'm wondering if you think this sort of 
thing needs a variance request or what. Thanks 

Jeff Williams 

Program Supervisor, Well & Septic Program 

Bureau of Environmental Health 

Howard County Health Dept. 

1 



410-313-4261 

jewilliams@howardcountymd.gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 

This message and the accompanying documents are intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which 
1 they are addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or exempt from disclosure under 

applicable law. If the reader of this email is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you are strictly 
prohibited from reading, disseminating, distributing, or copying this communication. If you have received this email 
in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy the original transmission. 

Cli ck here to complete a three question customer experience survey. 








