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Bernard, Dana 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Staff, 

Rossman, Maura 
Thursday, January 17, 2019 9:30 AM 
Health Staff 
FW: Inclement Weather Information 

We've experienced inclement weather the last week and since questions have arisen I want to share as a reminder 
the following protocol. 

In the event of inclement weather, please tune into the state website, local radio or television for closures and 
delays. Information regarding Howard County closings and liberal leave can be accessed by calling Howard County's 
Snow and Ice Hotline (410-313-4444) or by visiting the County's homepage at www.howardcountymd.gov where the 
latest inclement weather related information will be prominently displayed. The Maryland Department of Health 
and State of Maryland closings and liberal leave decisions may be obtained by calling 1-877-285-6407 or by 
accessing www.dbm.state.md.us on the web. Note, the State has automatic email and text alert sign-ups as a 
notification option for you. Our EP staff will send out notification and alerts however you always confirm by checking 
the websites listed above. 

Please remember: 

- If the State is closed, HCHD is closed; if County Gov't is closed, HCHD is closed. 

- If State is on Liberal Leave, weather essential employees must report, all other employees may use available 
leave. Please check with your supervisor to determine if you are weather essential. When you are determined 
Essential by your Bureau, you must make every reasonable effort to get in on time. 

- If County Gov't (but not State) is on Liberal Leave, HCHD staff report at usual time. 

- If State or County Gov't has a delayed opening, the delay is determined by our start time which is 8 am. Therefore, 
a 2 hour delay means that ALL staff should report by 10 am unless you are on approved leave. If your normal start 
time is 9 am-- that does not mean you should come in at 11 am. You will still need to come in at 10 am. Employees 
arriving after the delayed opening time, will be charged leave as appropriate. 

- North Laurel employees please note the following: If the Department of Recreation & Parks closes the Community 
Center and the Health Department decides their North Laurel Health Office will remain open, the Health Department 
representative shall contact the Community Center Director or their representative of this decision with the times 
that they will remain open during the snow event. A Center Program Coordinator and/or Facility Leader will stay 
stationed at the Center to clear and salt walks. Community Center staff shall notify the East Zone Highways 
supervisor that the Health Office at the Center will remain open, their hours of operation during the snow event, and 
the need for plow & salt support for the roadway and lot. The Center Director shall notify the Construction Division 
Operations Supervisor Ill that the Health Office at the Center will remain open, and will remain in contact for plowing 
and salting assistance if Highways or their contractor is not available. The operator of truck #208 will be the 
designated back-up plow and salt operator. The roadway, bus stop and front parking spaces shall be cleared. 

Lastly, safety first! While we believe it is important to get staff into work when the State determines we are open fo r 
business, we want everyone to exercise good judgment. If the roads are not passable, then please contact your 
supervisor immediately and inform them of your situation. Weather can affect different areas of the State harder 
than others and many of us can get in to work when some may have a more difficult time due to road 
conditions. We trust you to use your best judgment. 

Thank you, 



Maura 




