














HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

JOYCE M. BOYD. M.D .. M .P.H. P.O. BOX 476 
ELLICOTT CITY. MARYLAND 21 043 

DEPUTY STATE AND 

COUNTY HEAL TH OFFICER 

10/25/75 

4/6/77 

5/26/77 
5/27 /77 

8/11/77 

9/1977 

TELEPHONE: 992-2333 

September 29, 1978 

Chronology from Health Department Records 

ROBB PROPERTY 

Date of "Variance plat" used for original perk test from 
Boender Associates. 

Mr. Robb visits Health Department, makes application for 
perk test • 

Percolation tests conducted. Areas shown on "Variance plat" 
will not perc due to clay. New areas tested by backhoe 
operator and Sanitarian. Topography in Variance plat found 
to be inaccurate. 

Noted on Robb file "needs new final plat, hold and file, 
DJO'N 8/11/77." Examination of final plat revealed that the 
"locations" of percolation area had not changed from the 
"Variance plat", and were in error. 

Health Department "fault" was to assume that an experienced 
real estate agent, and an experienced engineer would know that 
percolation test areas must be shown where percolation tests 
were conducted. Engineer informed that correct locations are 
needed. 

Two crops had grown on ground since percolation test. Engineer 
cannot find test sites. Health Department expends extra effort 
to help engineer locate test sites. 

In conclusion, the time lapses referred to in Mr. Robb's letter occurred. 

Feb.1-Apr.4, 1977 

May 27 - July 28 

Aug. 11-Nov. 23 

Before he had made application to the Health Department. 
Waits of up to 3 months for tests were common. 

Health Department waits for plat. 

Heal th Department waits for .(and assists in) proper field 
location of test holes and submission of final plat. 

To prevent similar situations, the Health Department has instituted a policy of 
informing owners by mail whenever certified test hole locations are required. 

Mr. Robb failed to explain that 3 acre zoning was adopted in the fall of 1978. 
That change caused a terrific demand for County agency services. 
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