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HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Bureau of Environmental Health
7178 Columbia Gateway Drive, Columbia Maryland 21046
(410) 313-2640  FAX (410) 313-2648
TDD (410) 313-2323  Toll Free 1-877-4MD-DHMH

Penny E. Borenstein, M.D., M.P.H., County Health Officer

December 11, 2006

Thomas Dearstine
13995 Triadelphia Rd.
Glenelg, MD 21737

RE: Building Permit Application # B06007888

Dear Mr. Thomas Dearstine,

Your Building Permit application for a pole barn cannot be approved at this time by Howard County Health
Department. A review of records for this property indicates that the required septic easement has never been
defined. It is desirable to define the location and boundaries of the septic easement before any more soil is
disturbed on the subject property. The Howard County health Department can approve a Building Permit for
the subject property when a septic easement is defined and platted.

To define a 10,000 sq.ft. area as a septic easement, 5 test holes are to be dug and described by a Health
Department inspector, and then are tested for rate of water infiltration at a selected depth (re: percolation
tested). The results are recorded by the inspector and reported to the property owner. The area is defined as a
septic easement when it is shown on a plat called a Percolation Certification Plan that is signed by the
Howard County Health Officer.

Along with this notice, I am enclosing sections of COMAR 26.04 that are relevant to questions you asked
today. I am also enclosing a list indicating the required content for a Percolation Certification Plan in
Howard County. Please note that purpose ‘C’ and item ‘14’ on this list are not relevant to your lot, and item
‘13’ is only relevant if for some reason a new well had to be drilled at the same time as the Percolation
Certification Plan process.

At the time of the percolation test, a visual inspection of your well will also be conducted. The well is
evaluated for the following characteristics: the casing extends at least 8” above finished grade, the cap is 2-
piece and sealed, and the electric wire is within a conduit that is tight within the cap and extends to beneath
the earth surface (preferably 18” beneath surface). Please note that modermn well construction also requires
the use of a pitless adapter that is located at least 36 inches beneath the finished grade.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, you may contact me at the above address or by calling (410)
313-2691.

Zée Wﬂl‘ Z
Robert Bricker, CPSS

Well and Septic Program
Development Coordination Section

Cc: File
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Mike J. Davis

From: "Greg Fox" <gfox@co.ho.md.us>
To: <bweber@co.ho.md.us>

Cc: <mjdavis@co.ho.md.us>

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 2:33 PM

Subject: Fw: Building Permit

I need to discuss the following e-mail Monday, morning December 18. My extension is 3088 or my assistant ext.
3116.

----- Original Message —---

From: Thomas Dearstine

To: gfox@¢o.ho.md.us

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2006 3:57 PM
Subject: Building Permit

Councilman Fox,

I am writing this in regards to some problems I am encountering trying to get a
building permit for my property, my wife and I moved to Glenelg in March of this past year purchasing
our small dream house on 2 acres. My wife is a lifelong Howard County resident, I have lived in this
county for almost 2 years now, we are active members of our community serving in two 4-H HC clubs
and active in our daughters schools.

As I mentioned we are active members in the Dayton 4H and Fulton 4H clubs where our
daughters and my son have many livestock projects. On our small farm we are raising and breeding a
small flock of sheep, which brings me to our problem, we want to put a small pole barn on our property,
we contracted with a company and put a down payment on construction, we then applied for a building
permit on 11/20, not long after that the zoning was approved 11/28, this past Monday I received a call
from my builder telling me that the health department was refusing the permit, I called Mr Bricker at the
health department and he stated that they were turning down the application because they wanted me to
do a perc test and then have a Percolation Certification Plan done, this would involve bringing a
backhoe onto the property and digging 6 holes 8ft deep and then seeing if the property "perked" then
paying another company to formulate a plan, [ asked Mr. Bricker why would this have to be done? The
barn will have no plumbing in it and the planned area for the barn is 200 ft from the septic system which
was certified this past February, I have 87000 square feet of property with less than 2 percent of it used
for living space, his answer was that since no work has been done on this property in many years they
wanted to make me do this to create a 10,000 ft septic easement, ? I have done some research over the
past two days and have spoke to many in the community who find this nothing short of ridiculous, a
septic firm I contacted said that just performing this test could disrupt the perfectly working system and
could soil my well, everybody I speak with want to know why this has to be done for me to put up an
agricultural building? I am not adding any living space to my property or making any more demands on
my septic system. I have tried again and again to speak to Mr Bricker with more questions but he will
not return my calls over the last two days, I also tried his Supervisor, Mr Davis who has not returned my
calls.

I have spent many. hours over the last two days reading Howard County Municipal Codes and
can find no codes requiring this of me as property owner, I have found a lot of good information
though, In code 12.111 it states that "The Howard County Council hereby finds and declares that the
practice of farming in Howard Co, should be protected and encouraged. It goes on to say, (7) this
includes "Production of Livestock, including pasturage" and (11) The breeding, raising, training and
general care of livestock by children and youth enrolled in organized programs such as 4H for uses other
then food, such as sport or show purposes, as pets or for family recreation, shall be considered a normal
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farming function provided that good agricultural management practices are followed." I assure you that
our small farm has great agricultural practices, being a high school teacher I try to be a good role model
to my students and my .children, but sometimes it seems to do things the right way brings a lot of
hardships, the tests that Mr Bricker want me to perform will cost more than several thousand dollars,
this is not within our budget for this barn, and seems to be an unneeded and very burdensome cost to my
family, we just want to put up a barn to help us raise our livestock and keep our kids active in 4H and to
promote farming in Howard Co. any help in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Tom and Molly Dearstine
13995 Triadelphia Rd
Glenelg, MD 21737

(H) 410-489-4581
(W) 301-929-2194
(C) 301-633-1401
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