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Bureau of Environmental Health
7178 Columbia Gateway Drive, Columbia, MD 21046-2147
(410) 313-2640 Fax (410) 313-2648
Howard C Ounty TDD (410) 313-2323 Toll Free 1-866-313-6300

website: www.hchealth.o
Health Department ' ot

Peter L. Beilenson, M.D., M.P.H., Health Officer

1/30/2009

TO:  Brian and Senora Neal, owners
11286 Old Frederick Road, Marriottsville, MD 21104 (Tax Map 10, Parcel 165)

FROM: Robert Bricker, R.S., Environmental Sanitarian
Well and Septic Program

RE:  Walk through Building Permit Application

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Neal,

On January 29, 2009, Irene French, representing contractor Jeff Hollman, submitted a
proposal to the Health Department to replace two porches and construct a walkway at the subject
property. This Building Permit Application for 11286 Old Frederick Road cannot be approved at
this time. A well on the property must be properly sealed prior to Health Department approval of
this proposal.

During a required evaluation of the property, the Environmental Sanitarian learned that
there is a well at the residence, and that it has a broken pump. This is an abandoned well by Code
of Maryland definition [COMAR 26.04.04.11.B]. COMAR requires that abandoned wells be
properly sealed [26.04.04.11.D(1)]. A licensed well-driller must seal the well or supervise the
person sealing the well [COMAR 26.04.04.11(3)]. The homeowner is the person responsible for
sealing the abandoned well [Howard County Code 3.909].

The Environmental Sanitarian also evaluated the septic system on the property. No septic
tank was found and the existing system is described as a cesspool that is nearly full. Be advised
that this type of septic system is no longer acceptable under Howard County Code [Section 3.800]
requirements. Furthermore, the system may be near failure. The Health Department recommends
that you have the cesspool pumped and that you remain vigilant of the cesspools condition and
maintenance.

You may contact me at the Bureau of Environmental Health, 410-313-1771 to discuss
your questions concerning these contents.

RB
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