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\.‘? > SEWAGE DISPOSAL TESTING N 7252

STATE OF MARYLAND - DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE P

HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

P.0. BOX 476 ELLICOTT. MARYLAND 21043 5th
TELEPHONE: 992-2330 DISTRICT hd

DATE

2/4/81

TO: THE COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER
ELLICOTT CITY. MARYLAND

I HE_REBY. APPLY FOR THE NECESSARY TEST IN ORDER TO CONSTRUCT (OR RECONSTRUCT) A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM.

PROPERTYOWNER _ Henry H. Harjes, Jr

ADDRESS 12240 Paointer K¥ill Court, FEllicott City PHONE 286-3864

PROPERTY LOCATION:

SUBDIVISION LOT NO. pParcel 2

ROAD AND DESCRIPTION Off of Route 108

V 10.0 m/1 Acreg 3 or 4 Bedrooms

SIZE OF LOT TYPE BLDG.

THE SYSTEM INSTALLED UNDER THIS APPLICATION IS ACCEPTABLE ONLY UNTIL PUBLIC FACILITIES BECOME AVAILABLE.

I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE FEE CONNECT_ED.W!TH THE FILING OF THIS PERC TEST APPLICATION IS NON-REFUNDABLE UNDER

ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, / . Z . =
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‘ N2
SEWAGE DISPOSAL TESTING

STATE OF MARYLAND - DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE P

HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

P.O. BOX 476 ELLICOTT, MARYLAND 21043 SEh.
TELEPHONE: 9822330 DISTRICT
A’ t | 4 } < / v
WUM, N [enee { & -'L/’)// DATE g .
TO.  THE COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER

ELLICOTT CITY. MARYLAND

|. HEREBY. APPLY FOR THE NECESSARY TEST IN ORDER TO CONSTRUCT (OR RECONSTRUCT) A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM.

! - »
PROPERTY OWNER —Heneg—H-—Harjes, Jr. &, Larresz Mé_g
FSHE 2722
ADDRESS 12240 Pointer Hill Court, Ellicott Cit PHONE 286-3864

PROPERTY LOCATION

SUBDIVISION LOT NO. Parcel 2
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.+~ . .HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

v

JOYCE M. BOYD, MD.. MPH.
DEPUTY STATE AND
COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER

BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
P.O. Box 476
ELLICOT CITY, MARYLAND 21043
TELEPHONE: 992-2330

Mg

March 6, 1981

Ms. Irene Miles
AMF Real Estate
5560 Sterrett Place
Columbia, Maryland 21044
g _ ; RE: Henry H. Harjes property
T : - . Parcel 2, Route 108
' Clarksville, Maryland

Dear Ms. Miles:

This letter is to Inform you that the percolation tests conducted at the
above property on March 3, 1981 were satisfactory but inconclusive. The soil
‘characteristics encountered at the time of the tests indicated the possible
existence of underlying ground water. The elevation of this ground water
must be determined. Due to drought conditions experienced over the previous.
year, ground water conditions dre'seVereiy depressed, and it is impossible to
determine'thé wet season ground water elevation at this time,

Therefore, we are withholding approval or disapproval of tbis parcel un-
til the depressed ground water conditions return to norwal, and determination
of the wet season ground water elevation can be accomplished.

Yours truly,

! -
.’

T . . o / ' /// . :. (/V
h * . . ! '\" ‘,/— (L//\,/((.C.‘(I’\ﬂ.'\“’(\g/ / (.(l‘“/ -

Stephen G. Kiel, Sanitarian
Water and’ Sewerage Program
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GORDON E. CHRISTENSEN

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
1000 Century Plaza, Suite 323
Columbia, Maryland 21044
(301) 730-3106

April 10, 1981

GEC81-009

Joyce M. Boyd, M. D., M. P. H.

Deputy State and County Health Officer
Howard County Health Department

P. O. Box 476

Ellicott City, Maryvland 21043

RE: Henry H. Harjes, Jr. Property
Parcel 2, Route 108
Clarksville, Maryland

Dear Dr. Boyd:

Enclosed please find a copy of the letter sent by Mr. Stephen
G. Kiel, Sanitarian, informing my client and his real estate agent
that percolation tests conducted on the captioned property were
"satisfactory but inconclusive." As a result of this letter, my
client lost contract to sell the parcel to Mr. and Mrs. Richard T.
Listrani for $56,000.00, and, if the situation is not satisfactorily
resolved in the near future, he could stand to lose $30,000.00 or
mere in the value of the parcel. The inquiries made by me and
Ms. Irene Miles of AMF Real Estate, Mr. Harjes' real estate agent,
have failed satisfactorily to answer how the property that satis-
factorily percolated could be denied approval.

I am, therefore, requesting you to inform me in writing of the
basis for your department's determination of which land will be
given approval and which land, including Mr. Harjes', will not. As
a part of this, please state the criteria upon which the determin-
ation is made. Moreover, we need to know the statutory and regul-
atory authorization for your department's actions. It would be most
helpful for you to outline the basis for a satisfactory percolatiaon,
including, inter alia, soil composition. What we cannot understand
is how the test results can be "satisfactory" and at the same time
be "inconclusive." It is our position that the test results were
satisfactory and that the approval should be issued forthwith.

Mr. Palmer Wine, Director of the Bureau of Environmental Ser-
vices, informed Ms. Miles that a percolation test would be scheduled
as soon after the water table rises to a satisfactory elevation as
possible--but only if she calls to make the appointment. Since his
bureau is responsible for testing the water table elevation, and
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GEC81-009
Dr. Joyce M. Boyd
Page 2

since it is his bureau's action which have prompted this situation,
he should bear the burden of notifying us of when the tests may be
rerun and for scheduling the samne.

Your prompt response and assistance in resolving this diffi-
culty will be most appreciated.

giery sincerg

Gordon E. Christensen

GEC:sk

cc: Mr. Harjes
Ms. Miles
Ms. Virginia Thomas, Howard County Council
file




.~ HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

JOYCE M. BOYD. MDD, MPH
CEPUTY STATE AND
COUNTY HEALTN OFFICER

BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
P.O. BOx 476
ELLICOT CiTY, MARYLAND 21043
TELEPHONE: 992.-2330

April 28, 1981

.Gordcn E. Christensen, Esquire
Attorney and Counselor at Law

1000 Century Plaza, Suite 323

Cclumbia, Maryland 21044

RE: Henry H. Harjes, Jr. Property
Parcel 2
Clarksville, Maryland

pear Mr. Christensen:

Your recent inquiry as to how the referenced property could be "denied approval
after satisfactorily percolating" can best be explained by the following: First, in
evaluating scils for septic system suitability, the percolation test is only one of
several criteria used in arriving at a decision. As the enclosed regulations state,
the Approving Authority shall require percolation and other pertinent tests to be
conducted under its supervision. Further, the Approving Authority is instructed to
take into consideration soil and geological conditions which may preclude safe and
proper oparation of the desired installation. Also, section .03 of COMAR regula-
tions 10.17.03.03 states: "In all subdivisions, individual water supply and sewage
disposal facilities may be permitted when in conformance with the county plan and
where the following acceptable physical conditions are present: Topography, soil
tyves, surface and subsurface drainage, and the absence of a fluctuating high water

" table. These determinations are based upon available information which shall in-
clude the history of individual water supply and individual sewerage system failures
in adjacent areas, extent of existing individual water supplies and sewerage systems,
information obtained from the soil survey for the jurisdiction, standard percolation

tests, available geologic and hydrologic data and any other information which may be
available.”

Cur basis for determining which land will be given approval is based upon the
above criteria.

The statutory and regulatory authorization for our department's action is found
in Article 43, Section 387C, Annotated Code of Maryland and in COMAR Title 10, De-

partment of Health and Mental Hygiene, Subtitle 17, Sanitation, Chapters 02 and
Chapters 03.
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Gordon E. Christensen, Esquire April 28, 1981

The basis for an approval would be determining soil suitability for the ab-
sorption of septic effluent and how much area is required. The soil must have an
acceptable percolation rate, without interference from ground water or interfe-
rence from a fluctuating water table. Also, there must not be an impervious stra-
ta Iimmediately below the level of the absorption system. In general, two condi-

tions must be met:

(1) The percolation time should be within the range of those

specified in COMAR 10.17.03.03. (2) The maximum seasonal elevation of the ground
wacer table should be at least 4 feet below the bottom of the trench or seepage

pic. Rock formations or other impervious strata should be at a depth greater than
4 feet below the bottom of trench or seepage pit. (See U.S. Public Health Service

enclosure, )

As to soll composition, the main properties indicative of absorptive

camacity are soil texture, structure, color, depth of permeable strata, and swell-

ingy characteristics.

The reason the testson the Harjes property were termed in-

coiclusive 1s that a mottling effect was noted in the soil.  Also, a gray or mixed
gray and brown color was noted in the soil. As the attached literature from the
Soil Conservation Service notes, the absence of water tables within the depth of
percolation tests and a drab gray or mixed gray, brown and rust mottling in the
soil s an indication that the soil has been saturated at some time and for a
ceasiderable period of years. In all likelihood, a fluctuating water table caused
the discoloration in the soil on the Harjes' lot.

In light of the current "severe drought” condition in Howard County as deter-
mined by the National Weather Service, we cannot properly evaluate this property
for septic system suitability during the current "dry season”, as the maximum sea-
sonal elevation of the ground water table cannot presently be determined. Current
water table datum from test wells In the county indicate a severely depressed wa-

{See enclosed directive policy from William M. Eichbaum, Assistant
Secretary for Environmental Programs.)

ter table.

we telephoned Mrs. Irene Miles and informed her that she would be notified as
soon as the seasonal elevation of the ground water returns to normal. Mr. Palmer
Wine, Director of the Bureau of Environmental Health, informs me that Mrs. Miles
was also instructed to keep in touch with the Health Department as to when we could
resume wet season testing. Our intent was to make sure that no lots would be over-
looked when wet season testing was resumed. At no time was Mrs. Miles unequivo-

cally told that she would have to call and make the appointment in order to have
the lot tested.

Should you have any questions concerning the above, please feel free to call
Mr. Palmer F. Wine, Director, Bureau of Environmental Health, at your convenience.

JsB:hs
20 Mr. H
Mrs.

arjes
Miles

Very truly yours,

Mrs. Virginia Thomas, Howard County Council

File

Enclosures
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OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE

201 WEST PRESTON STREET i BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21201 ® Area Code 301 . 383- 2055

Harry Hughes, Governor Charles R. Buck, Jr., Sc.D. Secretary

July 8, 1981

Mr, Palmer F, Wine, Director
Environmental Health

Howard County Health Department
3716 Court Place

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Dear Mr, Wine:

I have been advised by Mr, John F, Covalt, Jr., Regional Consultant of . :
this office, that a reevaluation of the soils on the Henry S, Hayes Harycs)
property (Parcel 2), near Clarksville, was conducted on June 11, 1981,

John advises me that he is in agreement with the determination of

Mr, Carl Robinette, Soil Conservation Service, and the soils in question
are not affected by water table fluctuations; but rather the observed
mottles were a result of weathering of mineral deposits.,

It is our determination that the previously obtained soil test results
are valid, and see no reason for requiring further testing.

If you have any questions, please contact John at (301) 383-2054.

Respectfully,

it _'

Jack R, Holthaus, Acting Chief
Division of Residential Sanitation

JRH:mew

cc: Mr, Dane S, Bauer
Mr. John F, Covalt, Jr.
Ms, Irene Miles
Dr. Joyce M, Boyd
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July 14, 1981 f’/ ad
o
&
» .
S
Mr. Frank A. Skinner ‘%&
Sanitarian =
Howard County Health Dept. o

Bureau of Environmental Health
3716 Court Place
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Re: Soil Investigation - Henry H. Harjes, Jr., Parcel 2
off Md. Route 108 South of Clarksville, Md.

Dear Mr. Skinner:

This investigation was conducted on June 11, 1981, by ourselves along with

Bob Ziehm, John Covalt and Stephen Kiel. The primary purpose of this investigation
was to address the significance of the gray or drab (low chroma) colors in the
substratum of the proposed disposal area.

The soil on this area is shown on sheet #23 of the Howard County Soil Survey
Report to be MgC2 - Manor gravelly loam, 8 to 15 percent slopes, breaking to
M1D2 - Manor loam, 12 to 25 percent slopes proceeding in a westerly direction
from the summit of a dominating knoll.

These soil mapping units were confirmed with two bucket auger borings to about 9
and 11 feet, respectively. The Manor soil extended to about 16 to 24 inches with
a surface layer to about 8 inches of dark brown loam, and a subsoil from 8 to

16 and 24 inches, respectively of yellowish red loam over a substratum of highly
micaceous weathered saprolite. The substratum at this location was multi-
colored with dark, drab, gray and white shades increasing with depth to the
observed 9 and 11 foot depths.

While these colors vary somewhat from the yellow and red substratums underlying
other areas of Manor soil, I believe they are colors inherited strictly from the
geologic character of this saprolite material. The gray or white colors are due
predominately to pockets of sandy or silty textured remains of relatively pure
feldspar and quartzose fragments in a mica-schist matrix. These gray or white
pockets are not characteristic of the much finer gray mottles caused by water
inundation.

The fact that this area is within the upper 1/2 of the slope segment with respect
to landscape position and has slopes in the range of 10 to 18 percent further
supports the inherited gray color theory. Due to slope, water moves off the area

The Soil Conservation Service
O is an agency of the 15((1239‘\8-1
u Department of Agriculture




relatively fast. This reduces the potential to move organic acids downward
through the profile which is necessary to form gray impeded drainage mottles.
Furthermore, I feel insufficient land area up-slope is available to provide

the subsurface flow necessary to cause gray colors. I believe this subsurface
flow would only be a factor beyond 2/3 the way down the slope or near the foot-
slope position on the landscape.

In conclusion, I believe the gray colors are attributable to inheritance from
geologic materials and no problems should be encountered with either a septic
absorption field or a deep pit system. I must point out that problems with
groundwater pollution from deep pit systems have recently come to my attention.

If I can be of further assistance, please call.

Sincerely,

LN

Carl E. Robinette
Area Soil Scientist

cc:
John F. Covalt, Div. of Residential Sanitation, Baltimore, Md.
Robert W. Ziehm, Howard SCD, Ellicott City. Md.




July 20, 1981

Mrs. Irene Miles
12980 Maryland Route 108
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

RE: Henry H. Harjes, Jr. property
Pargel 2, Clarksville, Md.

Dear Mrs. Miles:

This letter is to inform you that the above referenced property which had incon-
clusive percolation tests performed on March 2, 1981, has now been approved for a
private sewage disposal system installation. This approval was based on soil borings
and evaluations conducted at the site on June 11, 1981.

I am enclosing a copy of the evaluation for your information.

If you have any questions relative to this matter please call me at 992-2330.

Very truly yours,

rad o

Frank Skinner, Director
Water and Sewerage Program

FS:hs

Enclosure




