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Office of the Health Officer
B930 Stanford Blvd,, Columbia, MD 21045
Main: 410-313-6300 | Fax: 410-313-6303
TDD 410-313-2323 | Toll Free 1-866-313-6300
www.hchealth.org
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Howard County

H QL l th D Cp q I‘J[Hlefl { Facebook: www.facebook.com/hocohealth
. ‘ ' Twitter: HowardCoHealthDep

Maura J. Rossman, M.D., Health Officer

MEMORANDUM

DATE: December 15, 2016

TO: Karen Wang
Via-Email: purpleqobi@gmail.com

FROM: Dana Bernard, R.E.H.S./RS
Well and Septic Program
Development Coordination Section

RE: 6283 Heather Glen Way

On December 14, 2016, Mrs. Wang came into our office for a walk-through permit for 6283
Heather Glen Way. Mrs. Wang plans to finish her basement with a room that can be considered
a bedroom. After a floor plan review of the first and second floor it was revealed the house
contained five bedrooms and a room in the proposed finished basement would create six. At
the initial time of installation on March 21, 2012 the original building permit stated the house
only contained 4 bedrooms. And the health department issued septic permits for a four
bedroom septic system instillation. When the system was installed initially, we installed 180
feet of trench to accommodate the four bedrooms; however after our walkthrough review we
discovered the system needed an additional 120 feet of trench to upgrade the system to
accommodate the five bedrooms and the proposed possible sixth bedroom in the basement.

To move forward with the building permit we will have to upgrade the system before building
permit approval to finish the basement.


www.facebook.com/hocohealth
http:www.hchealth.org

Bernard, Dana

From: Bernard, Dana

Sent: Wednesday, December 28 2016 9:36 AM

To: Purplegobi

Subject: RE: Letter re: Septic i 1ssue at 6283 Heather Glen Way

Good Morning Karen,

| had a meeting with my supervisor and unfortunately we will not be able to accept the alternate plan you suggested
regarding placing information in the file to suggest that you will only be using 4 bedrooms. Our code which contains
the definition of a bedroom is listed below. An alternative would be to change the extra rooms you have to fit the
definition of a home office or library. If you decide to contlnue with your plans you must change the rooms or
upgrade your system. :

Howard County Code Section 3.801(b):

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, a bedroom is any space in the conditioned are of a
dwelling unit or accessory structure that:

(1) Is 90 square feet or greater in size;

(ii) May be used as a private sleeping area; and

(iii) Has at least one window and one interior door.
(2) If a home office, library, or similar room is proposed, it may not be a bedroom if there is no closet; and

(i) The room contains permanently built-in bookcases around the perimeter of the room,

desks, and other features that encumber the room;
(ii) A minimum 4 foot-wide opening, without doors, into another room;
(iii) A half wall (4 foot maximum height) between the room and another room; or

(iv)  Theroomis a first floor room or basement area that does not have direct access to full
bathrooms or “roughed in” plumbing that would provide direct access to future full
bathroom facilities.

If you have any additional questions don’t hesitate to give me a call.

Dana

From: Purplegobi [mailto:purplegobi@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, December 27, 2016 5:32 PM

To: Bernard, Dana

Cc: giangzhao668@gmail.com

Subject: Re: Letter re: Septic issue at 6283 Heather Glen Way

Hi Dana,

It was great meeting you today in person. I would like to follow up and make sure that the county is ok with
our plan to continue maintaining the house as a 4 bedroom house and therefore, does not need to update the
septic system.

Thanks,
Karen

Sent from my iPhone
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On Dec 15, 2016, at 4:34 PM, Bernard, Dana <dbernard@howardcountymd.gov> wrote:
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: December 15, 2016

TO: Karen Wang
Via-Email: purpleqobi@gmail.com

FROM: Dana Bernard, R.E.H.S./RS
Well and Septic Program
Development Coordination Section

RE: 6283 Heather Glen Way

On December 14, 2016, Mrs. Wang came into our office for a walk-through permit for 6283
Heather Glen Way. Mrs. Wang plans to finish her basement with a room that can be
considered a bedroom. After a floor plan review of the first and second floor it was revealed
the house contained five bedrooms and a room in the proposed finished basement would
create six. At the initial time of installation on March 21, 2012 the original building permit
stated the house only contained 4 bedrooms. And the health department issued septic
permits for a four bedroom septic system instillation. When the system was installed
initially, we installed 180 feet of trench to accommodate the four bedrooms; however after
our walkthrough review we discovered the system needed an additional 120 feet of trench
to upgrade the system to accommodate the five bedrooms and the proposed possible sixth
bedroom in the basement. ’

To move forward with the building permit we will have to upgrade the system before
building permit approval to finish the basement.
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From: Wang [mailto:purplegobi@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2016 9:18 AM
To: Bernard, Dana; Qiang Zhao '
Subject: Letter re: Septic issue at 6283 Heather Glen Way

Hi Dana,

[ understand that you will be issuing a letter to me and my contractor regarding the issue with
our septic tank. I would like to find out when you can forward that letter so that [ can try to
get this issue resolved asap.

Thanks,
Karen
410-736-2341

Wang's family email account
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