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4 = Bureau of Environmental Health
7178 Gateway Drive Columbia, MD 21046

(410) 313-2640 Fax (410) 313-2648
Howard County TDD (410) 3132323 Toll Free 1-866-313-6300
Health Department website: www.hchealth.ore

Peter L. Beilenson, M.D., M.P.H., Health Officer

July 23,2012

To:  Dale Thompson, Compass Homes

RE: Feasibility to conduct percolation tests in area near Springdale Drive, A537362

Mr. Thompson,

I have conducted a review of percolation test results completed on Lots 1, 2 and 11 of
Springdale Estates. Most of these tests were conducted in March 1994. These data show that
there is a seasonal water table that affects the depth to which septic system trenches may be
installed. Therefore any percolation tests conducted on Preservation Parcel ‘A’ next to
Springdale Drive will have to be conducted during a declared ‘wet-season’ test period.

The recorded data also reveal that ‘fill’ materials may be encountered in the sloping area
of Preservation Parcel ‘A’ near Springdale Drive. If percolation tests are conducted in this area,
the evaluation will include a description of soil surface conditions to determine if fill materials
are present, and if there is potential to locate sand mound systems in that area.

Percolation tests scheduled for July 30, 2012 will be postponed to such time that a wet-
season test period is declared. If you have any questions regarding this evaluation, please contact
me at the above address or by calling (410) 313-2691.

Respectfully,

obert Bricker, CPSS, REHS/RS
Environmental Sanitarian
Well and Septic Program

Enclosures (1)
Copy: file
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25 s Bureau of Environmental Health
7178 Gateway Drive Columbia, MD 21046

(410) 313-2640 Fax (410) 313-2648
Howard County TDD (410) 3132323  Toll Free 1-866-313-6300
Health Department website: www.hchealth.ore

Peter L. Beilenson, M.D., M.P.H., Health Officer

July 17,2012

To:  Dale Thompson, Compass Homes

RE: Perc Test Report, 13601 Brighton Dam Road, Springdale Estates Preservation Parcel ‘A’,
A537362 :

Percolation testing was conducted on the referenced property on July 10, 2012. The purpose for
conducting these percolation tests was to re-establish percolation test data (i.e. soil profiles and perc
times) for the existing platted septic reserve area.

Three soil profile observations were recorded and percolation tests were conducted at two of
these locations. The percolation tests conducted were standard tests, measuring rate of fall for a pre-wet
period followed by measurement and recordation of the time required for the water level to drop | inch.
Soil properties of the ‘native’ soil are satisfactory for onsite wastewater disposal at each test location. The
perc test field worksheet is enclosed.

The area tested is covered with “fill” materials, presumably deposited during the period of active
mining at a nearby quarry. The fill was determined to be 4 feet to 5 feet deep at two of the locations, and
at the third location the fill ranged from 0.5 feet to about 2 feet depth. There is a ‘ridge’ of fill that occurs
between the three observed locations. This ridge is estimated to be up to 6 feet greater in thickness of fill
over the ‘native’ soil. (In essence, the depth of fill is estimated to range up to 10 feet or more.) This ridge
and the associated increasing thickness of fill on its north flank have a negative effect on a significant
portion of the defined septic reserve area. The depth of the fill precludes installation of a properly
designed septic system as pipe inverts in the distribution trenches are placed at 4 foot depth, but cannot be
placed in a layer of fill materials. Therefore the defined septic reserve area is currently unusable for
wastewater disposal.

A note on the previously approved Perc Certification Plat states that the “overburden” is to be
removed from the septic reserve area. If you choose to follow this direction, the Health Department
requires a plan showing the following: 1) the depth of removal, 2) where the overburden is to be placed,
and 3) how drainage will be managed.

Realizing the challenges of reclaiming the site for wastewater disposal, the Health Department
suggests pursuing potential options. One option may be to test the area of sloping land near the northwest
corner of the subject property. A review of data on nearby lots is recommended prior to pursuit of this
option.

If you have any questions regarding this evaluation or requirements for the Percolation
Certification Plan or Site Plan, please contact me at the above address or by calling (410) 313-2691.

Respectfully,
T b
Robert Bricker, CPSS, REHS/RS
Environmental Sanitarian
Well and Septic Program

Enclosures (1)
Copy: file
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