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HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


Diane L. Matuszak, M.D., M.P.H., County Health Officer 

August 2, 2000 

Russell Development, LLC 

c/o Tom Scrivener 

8808 Centre Park Dr. #209 

Columbia, Md. 21045 


Re: Percolation test results 
Infiltrometer for sand mound septic system 

Proposed lots 75 & 76 
Gaither Hunt Subdivision 

Hunters View Rd. 

Dear Mr. Scrivener, 

Percolation testing was conducted on the above referenced property July 17 and 18,2000. 
Results varied; d~pies oftest times and soil profiles (11 pages total) are enclosed. 

Further review is contingent upon submission of a percolation certification plan showing 
the usual information along with an approvable sand mound design for the designated 
areas. 

If you have any additional questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me 
at this office. 

Yours truly, __ 

~~~ 
Craig Williams, Sanitarian 

cc: Terry Fisher -FCC 
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HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


Diane L. Matuszak, M.D., M.P.H., County Health Officer 

February 18, 2002 
Sanitary/Environmental Eng., Inc. 
C/o James Clise 
1414 Washington Road 
Westminster, Maryland 21157 

RE: Sand Mound Design Plan (A511999) 
Gaither Hunt Lot 77 
Dorsch Farm Road 

Dear Mr. Clise: 

I'm pleased to inform you that the recently submitted Sand Mound Design Plan for the above 
mentioned project is approved, with two minor changes, which I've included on the two copies you had 
forwarded. This site plan differs from the earlier submittal by including three sand mound footprints within 
the approved Sewage Disposal Area. While somewhat closely spaced, this plan does demonstrate 
available sewage disposal capacity for a four bedroom sized house. 

Of the two mentioned changes, the first provides at least two turnups (on diagonally opposing 
laterals) as shown on the mound layout plan. More than two turnups are also acceptable. The second 
change is to require a minimum 1250-gallon sized pump chamber for a 4-Bdrm house. This size change 
is consistent with Howard County policy whenever a single pump system is proposed. (The property owner 
always has the option of installing a smaller sized pump chamber if a dual pumped system is proposed). 

A third item, not included at this time, is the sequence of construction. Rather than using the 
general sequence as found in the Sand Mound Design & Construction Manual (by MOE, Nov. 1987). I 
suggest a somewhat more detail sequence specific to the limited site access found on this property. That 
revised sequence of construction will be provide by the local county health dept. at the time of issuance of 
the Septic Permit. 

'. We are retaining two copies of the approved plans for our records. If you need additional copies 
with Health Dept. signature, please submit these at your convenience. for pickup or mailing as you select. 

If you have any questions, please call me at 410-313-2640. 0.-:1:;;1-­
Very ,?'!y yours, ~~~;;'
~~(M_ ~ ~JYI6(o~ rl' . 

Ronald /'p'}nkle • R.S. ~7-'< ( , 
Water and Se erage Program 

cc: Oohn'i[ewis(Ryan Hdines) 

File 
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b) Sur1kc - 5bc ~ Ifda Of Can'4*ted Cnathcr ~n ea.. Wi1h Tar And CNp Coating. Q -V2- Mlrim.am); 

c) Gcome1rt - HbImurn 151 Citlck. HIxJm.rn 101 Citldc ChIlnge And 4Hoot T"n~ Rad/ua; 

cD structura CIpaWt Of ~Ing 25 Citou To.. CH25-Loac:l,.
tCutiw1: ­
c) ~llnagt ~nt. - Of 5&fcly ...ng JOe) Year flood WIth No Hare Than I foot Depth OIcr 5urflU; 

1> structure Clelrlnca - ttnlmm J2 '-n 

~ Maintenance - 5uf1Ident To t ....e AI Weather Usc. 


12. . AI lot Areas Ate ttore Or U. c.1. 
13. 	 DiltlncCl!hawn Are ea..d On Surface Hd.."...,.nt And Hot ~ To Had 'e3 Grid t1eaQ'ement. 
M. 	 Plat s.»Jcet To Prior OepIrtmcnt Of PIInring And Zoring fiJc Not. 596-18. P97-08 And r9&-24. 
15. 	 1be WctIB" OIIneitlon 5tudf Was PrtpIred &y !co-5elence Profealonllll. IN:. And AlJprOl/ed ay Howard County On August. 1996 Under 596-18. 
16. 	 1be Traffic 5tudf Wb PnpIred &y. The Traffic ~ And AlJprovcd By Howard County. I1lryJand On Auguat 16. 1996 Under 596-Je 
17. 	 1be forat Coneervatlon CMcjItlon Of L9 AerCI Of Afforatltlon cPlantlng) In An bllflng O~tc fornt ConRrVItion fallmcnt ... &un ' 

. Sltlafled for lti. 5uImI..lon Under ..,. PrOl/IIIo.. Of 5eetion 1. Ard 1 cr9&-24) And Section 1. Ard 2 Cf9&-76) Of The Gaither tllnt 5ubcIVIsion. ( 
Je. 	 Artldn Of Incorporation Of GaJthIr ....nt ttomcow...... AMociitioA Inc. fiJrd With The HarlIand state Dlpartrnent Of At • .,lmInt. And TWtlon . 

On Jaruart 26. 1998 As Aceaunt No. 04MM57 Afld iccordld Among 1ht Land Records Of Howard County. HaryIInd In llber 4~73 At f. 298. .' 
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HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


Diane L. Matuszak, M.D., M.P.H., County Health Officer 

February 18, 2002 

Fisher, Collins & Carter, Inc. 

Clo Joey Ecker 

10272 Baltimore National Pike 

Ellicott City, Maryland 21042 


RE: 	 Grading Plan 01-188 
Gaither Hunt Lots 76 &77 
Dorsch Farm Road 

Dear Ms. Ecker: 

I've reviewed the recently revised plan for the above-mentioned lots. The portion regarding lot 76 
is accepted as shown. Unfortunately the portion regarding lot 77 is not approvable as submitted. 

The revised section, which showed three sand mound footprints all within the previously approved 
Sewage Disposal Area, was acceptable. The sand mound footprints were all sized for a 4-bdrm house. 
However, there are a number of changes needed before this becomes a workable plan. These items 
needing changes are listed below: 

qf/,,,, 
>$.4' '1 II The elevations for septic tank and pump chamber are incorrect. Those given are 1 O-ft. above 
",.~() shown grade at the referenced site . 

• ( . Delete the reference to a distribution box. Sand mound systems don't use them . 
• During all phases of grading and construction, fencing shall be erected around the SDA and SM 

. q ",. sites . This fencing must extend a minimum of 10-ft. beyond the upslope side, 15-ft beyond the 
",.. side slope and 20-ft beyond the down slope of each SM footprint wherever the SDA line shows a 

lesser distance (except where limited by a property line). 
().( . The LOD line is too close to the SDA and SM footprints. LOD silt fencing may not be set any 

closer to the sand mound footprints than as mentioned in fencing of SM's and SDA above . 
...", ./ ,: • The house is shown too close to the SDA and SM footprints. A minimum 20-ft separation distance 

is expected here. 
• 	 Grading and cutting activities (such as manmade swales or drainage pathways, which require a 

25-ft. minimum separation) shall be properly spaced from the initial and two replacement sand 
mound footprints . 

• Septic tank and pump chamber placement must also be at least 20-ft. from any sand mound 
Jr-.@Jf~_footprint, unless it can be demonstrated such placement will not adversely affect the proper 

r.. .. +~;J.c functioning and maintenance of the sand mound system . 
~t r,....Z~ The proposed house footprint severely constrains access-ways around the house to the South 

IS' 	 7.' ~ (10-ft. to property line and wooded) and East (25-ft to property line and over a proposed cut and 
fill terrace) as well as between the SDA, septic tank/pump chamber and Northwest house corner. 
Such site restrictions severely limit the movement of construction equipment and material 
between sand, gravel and soil stockpiles sites (if any) and any available side or upslope SM 
construction staging areas. 

• 	 The two replacement sand mounds are close to adjacent property lines, limiting access for their 
respective construction operations. I suggest adding a statement near the property lines in 
common with lots 79 (misidentified as lot 77 on this plan) and 78. This statement should declare 
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the 1 O-ft wide strips on both sides of these property lines (and usually retained as utility 
easements), as a 20-ft. wide access way for future SM construction needs. 

Given the above site limitations, I suggest installation of the primary Sand Mound first, followed by 
installation of the septic tank and pump chamber. Once the protective fencing is replaced, protecting the 
SDA, the house construction and careful grading may then proceed. 

Proposals for minor waivers of these spacing restrictions may be entertained on a case-by-case 
basis. Any such proposal must be accompanied by a detailed sequence of construction outline, clearly 
demonstrating how protection of the sand mound areas are to be maintained. A revised grading or 
building permit plan highlighting material stockpile areas and traffic pathways for sand mound construction 
equipment should also be included. 

Please note: driving with wheeled or heavy tracked vehicles over approved sand mound 
areas, or within 25-ft. down slope of a sand mound may result in unnecessary soil compaction, 
rendering the area unsuitable for any sewage disposal use in the foreseeable future. Failure to 
adequately safeguard these three sand mound areas during all phases of construction could 
result in delay or cancellation of the septic permit and suspension of construction until such time, 
if any, that an alternative sewage disposal solution is provided. 

If you have any questions, please call me at 410-313-2640. 

v;;~u/) 
Ronal~ ~y, R.S. 

Water and Sewerage Program 


cc: John Lewis (Ryan Homes) 
File 
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Penny E. Borenstein, M.D., M.P.H., Acting County Health Officer 


March 08, 2002 
Memorandum 

To: 	 Ryan Homes 
11460£ronridge Road 
Owings Mill, MD 21117 . 1 

From: 	Ronald J. Pinkley. R.S . 1!1P 
Water & Sewere Program '7' 

RE: 	 BP# 00134679 
11026 Dorsch Farm Rd. 
Gaither Hunt lot 77 

This office has recently received the above referenced building permit 
application. However, we ate Wlable to approve the application at this time for the 
following reasons: . '.' .... ..... ... . 

• 	 The two closest Sand Mound Footprints were shown with 8l-ft. and 77-ft. lengths 
respectively. According to the design plans by Jim elise, these both should be 
85-ft: loog, Revise the plan accord~ngly, 

• 	 The septtcJ.ank and pump chamber:are both shown only 2-ft. by 7-ft in size. 5-ft. 
by 13-ft. (more or less) would be appropriate for the required two-chambered, 
top~eamed septic tank,while~d 2S0-gallon top-seamed pwup chamber would be 
nearly as large. Please revise plan to show correctly dimensioned Wlits. 

, 	 • The Morning Room comer of the house is shown only 15 feet from the comer of 
nearest sand mound. If this sand mound were correctly sized, as discussed above, 
it would only be 8 feet from the house. Such a separation distancc is 
unacceptable, as was discussed in my February 18, 2002 letter to Ms Joey Ecker. 

• 	 There is no longer a surface water pathway shown to drain storm water around the 
house and sand mounds. There is a need for such a drainage control device on 
this property. 

• 	 The last two items of my 2/18/02 letter were not addressed. 

Given the above problems, it does appear this house footprint may be too big for 
the building site chosen. A suitable reconfiguration is suggested. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at (410) 313-2640. 

cc: NVR, Inc. 
FCC 

DIPL 

File 




HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


Diane L. Matuszak, M.D., M.P.H., County Health Officer 

February 18, 2002 

Fisher, Collins & Carter, Inc. 

C/o Joey Ecker 

10272 Baltimore National Pike 

Ellicott City, Maryland 21042 


RE: 	 Grading Plan 01-188 
Gaither Hunt Lots 76 & 77 
Dorsch Farm Road 

Dear Ms . Ecker: 

I've reviewed the recently revised plan for the above-mentioned lots. The portion regarding lot 76 
is accepted as shown. Unfortunately the portion regarding lot 77 is not approvable as submitted . 

The revised section, which showed three sand mound footprints all within the previously approved 
Sewage Disposal Area, was acceptable. The sand mound footprints were all sized for a 4-bdrm house. 
However, there are a number of changes needed before this becomes a workable plan. These items 
needing changes are listed below: 

The elevations for septic tank and pump chamber are incorrect. Those given are 10-ft. above 

shown grade at the referenced site. 

Delete the reference to a distribution box. Sand mound systems don't use them. 
O o-....L • 

• During all phases of grading and construction, fencing shall be erected around the SDA and SM 
sites. This fencing must extend a minimum of 10-ft. beyond the upslope side, 15-ft beyond the 
side slope and 20-ft beyond the down slope of each SM footprint wherever the SDA line shows a 
lesser distance (except where limited by a property line). 

• 	 The LOD line is too close to the SDA and SM footprints. LOD silt fencing may not be set any 
closer to the sand mound footprints than as mentioned in fencing of SM's and SDA above. 
The house is shown too close to the SDA and SM footprints. A minimum 20-ft separation distance 
is expected here. )(/ 
Grading and cutting activities (such as manmade swales or drainage pathways, which require a 
25-ft. minimum separation) shall be properly spaced from the initial and two replacement sand 
mound footprints. 

• Septic tank and pump chamber placement must also be at least 20-ft. from any sand mound 
footprint, unless it can be demonstrated such placement will not adversely affect the proper 
functioning and maintenance of the sand mound system. _ 

• 	 The proposed house footprint severely constrains access-ways around the house to the South 
(10-ft. to property line and wooded) and East (25-ft to property line and over a proposed cut and 
fill terrace) as well as between the SDA, septic tank/pump chamber and Northwest house corner. 
Such site restrictions severely limit the movement of construction equipment and material 
between sand, gravel and soil stockpiles sites (if any) and any available side or upslope SM 
construction staging areas. 
The two replacement sand mounds are close to adjacent property lines, limiting access for their 
respective construction operations. I suggest ,adding a statement near the property lines in 
common with lots 79 (misidentified as lot 77 on this plan) and 78. This statement should declare 
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the 10-ft wide strips on both sides of these property lines (and usually retained as utility 
easements), as a 20-ft. wide access way for future SM construction needs. 

Given the above site limitations, I suggest installation of the primary Sand Mound first, followed by 
installation of the septic tank and pump chamber. Once the protective fencing is replaced, protecting the 
SDA, the house construction and careful grading may then proceed . 

Proposals for minor waivers of these spacing restrictions may be entertained on a case-by-case 
basis . Any such proposal must be accompanied by a detailed sequence of construction outline, clearly 
demonstrating how protection of the sand mound areas are to be maintained. A revised grading or 
building permit plan highlighting material stockpile areas and traffic pathways for sand mound construction 
equipment should also be included. 

Please note: driving with wheeled or heavy tracked vehicles over approved sand mound 
areas, or within 2S-ft. down slope of a sand mound may result in unnecessary soil compaction, 
rendering the area unsuitable for any sewage disposal use in the foreseeable future. Failure to 
adequately safeguard these three sand mound areas during all phases of construction could 
.result in delay or cancellation of the septic permit and suspension of construction until such time, 
if any, that an alternative sewage disposal solution is provided. 

If you have any questions, please call me at 410-313-2640. 

VZJ~U/) . 
Ronal&1'. ~y, R.S. 

Water and Sewerage Program 


cc: ~ohn Lewis (Ryan Homes) 

File 
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