
HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


Joyce M. Boyd, M.D., County Health Officer 
,January 5. 1996 

Hr. Robert Brehm 
·2989 Brookwood Road 
Ellicott City. MIl 21

Dear Mr. Brehm: 

042 
RE: Well Abandonment 

29B9 Brookwood Road 
Brinkleigh tianor ,Lot :39 

This letter is a coniirmation of our conversation of .Januar-y .5. 1996. According to 
County records. your property has been r::onnected to lJUblic water since August 23, 199:3. The 
disconnected well has not yet been properly abandoned (filled and sealed), des-pite attem-pts 
by this office to have this process completed. 

!?roper Hell abandonment is required in this situation according "GO I))MAR 26.04.04. ii, 
.. a well ... , permanently disconnected from any water supply sys"tem .... shall be filled a.Ed 

sealed." All wells. including those still in use, not only serve as 3. means to -r.rans-porl 
water up, but can also transport pollutants down. However. connection and use implies 3. 

certain degree of care and maintenance. Non-connection and/or non-use frequently implies a 
certain lack of care and maintenance. Older r....ells not constructed according to current 
standards are especially prone to contamination. regardless rd any surface measures taken. 
:-)ince future site conditions and circumstances are noT. predictable, any disconnected fMell nOT. 
properly hbandoned r;Ollld he considered ;:tn open invita.tion to con-r.amination of the ~;rell 
itself. as well as the groundwater resource. Proper abandonment pre'TF.'n1:S r;ontamina.tion ()l: 

the well. 

If this \..ell abandonment is performed by any :P;:trty 0ther than a ,..ell -iriller. the 
materials and procedures must be inspected and ,'3.pproved by ;:t sanitarian from this office . 
'fl:1.e sim-plest method is introduction of standard commercial concrete into the well in one 
pr.ocess from bottom to top. Other clean, non-organic materials (gravel. sand. clay) can also 
be used to fill the f~ell cavity only below the bottom ·Jf the casing. No organic or organic­
contaminated materials (to-psoiL rubbish. etc.l are permit ted for use in T~ell abandonment.. 

Timely completion of the well abandonment process prevents initiation f)f fur1',her 
enforcement procedures. If you f,..ould like to schedule an ins-pection to iacilitate this 
process, or if you have r3ny questions. please call me at :313-2640. 

very~ty yours~~
"~hfM ./ g ~ r:n 

&~;« . Rifkin. . S. 
Sanitarian 
Water & Sewerage Progr~m 

t:1R 
cc: !?ile 

Bureau of Environmental Health 

3525-H Ellicott Mills Drive Ellicott City, Maryland 21043-4544 


Water and Sewerage, Permits (410) 313-2640 Community Environmental Health (410) 313-2644 

Food Protection Program (410) 313·2642 TDD (410) 313-2323 


http:26.04.04


SITE INSPECTION SHEET 

, 

DATE REQUESTED: _~____~ 

~';"'&L;IR J~ £( Feare.r 1Yr!~ 
WELL TAG II -:---________ 

COUNTY II 
~---------------

PROPOSAL: ....;.....o....-..-............~~~~-'--________________ 


LOCATION DIAGRAM 



