HOWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Joyce M. Boyd, M.D., County Health Officer
Jamiary H. 1896
Mr. Robert Brehm
2989 Brookwood Road
Ellicott Citv. MD 21042
RE: Well Abandonment

2989 Brookwood Road

Brinkleigh Manor, Lot 39
Dear Mr. Brehm:

This letter is a confirmation of our conversation of January 5. 1896. According to
County records. yvour propertv has been connected to public water since August 23, 1993. The
disconnected well has not vet heen properly abandoned (filled and sealed), despite attempts
by this office to have this process completed.

Proper well abandomment is required in this situation according to COMAR 26.04_ 04 i1,
“a well .... permanently disconnected from any water supply system .... shall be filled and
sealed.” All wells., including those still in use, not only serve as 3 means to Transport
water up, but can also transport pollutants down. However, connection and use implies 3
certain degree of care and maintenance. Non-connection and/or non-use frequently implies a
certain lack of care and maintenance. Older wells not constructed according to ocurrent
standards are especially prone to contamination., regarcdless of anv surface measures taken.
Since future site conditions and circumstances are not predictable, any disconnected well not
»roperly abandoned could he cousidered an open invitation to contamination of the well
itself., as well as the groundwater resource. Proper abandonment vrevents <contamination or
the well.

If this well abandonment is verformed by any varty other than a well driller. the
materials and procedures must be inspected and approved by a sanitarian from this office.
The simplest method is introduction of standard commercial concrete into the well in one
»rocess from bottom to top. Other clean, non-organic materials (gravel, sand. clay) can also
be used to fill the well cavity only below the bottom 2f the casing. No organic or organic-
contaminated materials (topsoil. rubbish. etc.t are vermitted for use in well abandonment.

Timely completion of the well abandonment vprocess prevents initiation of further
enforcement pracedures. If vou would like to schedule an inspection to tacilitate this
process, or if you have anv gquestions, please call me at 313-2640.

Very truly vours.c

ark K. Rifkin.
Sanitarian
Water & Sewerage Program
MR
ce: File

Bureau of Environmental Health
3525-H Ellicott Mills Drive  Ellicott City, Maryland 21043-4544
Water and Sewerage, Permits (410) 313-2640  Community Environmental Health (410) 313-2644
Food Protection Program (410) 313-2642  TDD (410) 313-2323
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