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._ 	 3525 H Ellicott Mills Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21043 
(410) 313-2640 Fax (410) 313-2648 

Howard County TDD (410) 313-2323 Toll Free 1-866-313-6300 
Health Department website: www.hchealth.org 

Penny E. Borenstein, M.D., M.P.H., Health Officer 

November 19, 2003 

Mr. Roy W Hamilton 
6047 Old Washington Rd 
Elkridge, MD 21075 

REF: Building permit B00145133 
Deck (16' X 20') 

Dear Mr. Hamilton: 

We received the above listed building permit on November 18, 2003 but cannot release it 
until the following requirements are met: 

1) 	 Currently you are connected to public water, but because your house was built in 
1960 before public water and sewer was made available, a well was drilled and we 
have no records to indicate that it was abandoned and sealed. An inspection of your 
property by our office would be necessary to determine if the well exists. If so, you 
would be required to have a licensed well-driller properly abandon and seal the well. 
An Abandoned Well Report form would then be submitted to our office by the driller 
no later than 30 days from the abandonment. 

2) 	 Your septic system is approximately 43 years old and we ha{i'e no record of the last 
time your septic tank was pumped clean; an inspection of your septic system would 
be required to determine if it is not failing. If your septic system were determined to 
.be failing you would be required to connect to public sewer since it is now available 
at your location. If it is not failing but the septic tank is full, you would be required to 
have a septic contractor clean the tank if you cannot provide a record that it was 
cleaned within the last 5 years. 

Please call to make an appointment for a site inspection. If you have any questions you 
may call our office Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM at 410-313-2640. 
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~ 3525 H Ellicott Mills Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21043 

(410) 313-2640 Fax (410) 313-2648 , . & Howard COllnty 
TDD (410) 313-2323 Toll Free 1-866-313-63001(; Health Department website: www.hchealth.org 

Penny E. Borenstein, M.D., M.P.H., Health Officer 

December 3, 2003 

Mr. Roy Hamilton 

6047 Old Washington Blvd. 

Elkridge, MD 21075 


RE: BP 00145133 

Dear Mr. Hamilton: 

A site inspection today at your home revealed that the footing supports for step platforms 
to your deck are located directly over your septic tank and its manhole cover. Our office 
requires a minimum of 5-ft setback to the tank and 10 ft to the septic easement. Currently 
the support footing nearest to the septic manhole cover appears to be sinking towards the 
center of the tank as inspected with a level. Because your septic system is at least 43 
years old there is the possibility of the tank imploding, with subsequent collapse of the 
ground around it, and consequently any support structures surrounding or above the tank. 

You provided a receipt copy of when the septic tank and dry well were cleaned out on 
May 7, 2002; and we encourage other homeowners' on septic systems to do the same 
every 3 to 5 years. At this time there is no visible (or olfactory) evidence of leakage in 
your system to determine a system failure. However, these facts alone are not conclusive 
in objectively deciding that your system is functioning properly since all UST 
(underground storage tanks) are subject to leakage over time because of surrounding 
corrosion. So any indication of failure would require that you connect to public sewer 
since it is available at your location. 

Our office therefore cannot approve this building permit for the above stated reasons . 

. Sincerely, 

" 

Frank Alfonso 

FA/fa 

Cc Mr. Bruce Forest 
Mr. Ed Ackerman 
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