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Howard County
Health Department

Bureau of Environmental Health
7178Gateway Drive Columbia, MD 21046

(410)313-2640 Fax (410)313-2648
TDD (410)313-2323 Toll Free 1-866-313-6300

Website: www.hchealth.org

Peter L.Beilenson, M.D.,M.P.H., Health Officer
DATE: January 13, 2011

TO: Litz Custom Homes, Inc.
c/o Alfredo Guzman
3203 Farming Drive
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20813

FROM: Dana Bernard, REHS/RS
Bureau of Environmental Health
Well and Septic Program

RE: Percolation Test Results
Purpose: To Establish Septic Reserved Area for Proposed Building Permit
Property ID: 11276 Old Frederick Road

Marriottsville, Maryland 21104
Tax Map: 10 Parcel: 313

Dear Mr. Guzman:

Percolation testing was recently conducted on December 15, 2010 on the above referenced
property; in an effort to establish sufficient septic reserve area to support building permit #
B10001559 for the existing lot of record.

Following is a summary, by test number, that includes percolation test locations moved
or added due to unsatisfactory topographic conditions, failing soil conditions, or failing
percolation times. Also listed are recommendations for septic easement boundaries based on
field observations. Shapes of the effected proposed easements will need to be redrawn
according to locations of passing tests and field observations. (See field data sheet for all tests
recorded.)

Test 1 A: Failed due to slow percolation rate. Also, trash was observed in hole at 2'.

Test 2 A: Failed due to the rock content and the amount of clay, which continued to 8 feet.

Test 3 A: Failed due to the rock content and the amount of clay, which continued to 8 feet.

Test 1 B: Passed due to excellent soil conditions and satisfactory percolation times.
Parallel with Old Frederick Road and will define the boundary of the newly established
septic area.

Test 2 B: Passed due to excellent soil conditions. Parallel with Old Frederick Road and will
define the boundary of the newly established septic area.

Test 3 B: Passed due to excellent soil conditions and satisfactory percolation times.

http://www.hchealth.org


The original testing area failed due to the percentage of rock content and the percentage of
clay contain in the soil. It was determined unsatisfactory for onsite wastewater disposal.
The easement boundary for the tested area that passed may be drawn directly upslope
about 60 feet from locations 1B and 2B, then parallel with elevation contour, 3B will form
the boundary for the proposed septic area. (See site sketch.)

This location was determined satisfactory for onsite wastewater treatment disposal. But,
will only support (1) one initial system and 1 repair. We require one initial system and 2
repairs for the proposed wastewater treatment disposal area. Because of the limited space
for onsite wastewater treatment, the following must be addressed and noted on the
Percolation Certification Plan:

• With the increase of residential development, when public community sewerage
becomes available the owner will be required to connect within one year of
availability. (At this time the residence is not included in the Metropolitan District.)

• If and when the new septic system fails, the owner of the residence will be required
to connect to public sewerage system. No Exceptions.

• Because of the limited amount of area designated for wastewater treatment this
area can only support 3 bedrooms max. (This must be noted on the Percolation
Certification Plan).

A new system must be installed. The Percolation Certification Plan will be approved before
this occurs. A note concerning this requirement will appear on the Percolation Certification
Plan. Howard County Code now requires that this residence be served by a septic tank (or
tanks) having total capacity of at least 2000 gallons. A note will be appear on the
Percolation Certification Plan stating that the septic tank capacity will be at least 2000
gallons at time of septic system installation.

On the property an existing septic tank that was observed. The existing septic tank must
be abandoned and noted on the Percolation Certification Plan. Also, a note must be made
stating that the property is located within the Alpha Ridge Water Only Service Area and is
connected to public water.

If you have any questions regarding this evaluation or the Percolation Certification Plan, please
contact me at the above address or by telephone at (410) 313-2775.

~ctfuIIY,~

~rd, REHS/RS
Bureau of Environmental Health
We" and Septic Program
Development and Coordination
Phone: (410) 313-2775
E-mail: DBernard@ howardcountymd.gov

DLB
Enclosures




